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PEEFACE 


rpHESE short sketches of the lives of the thirty-three 
English, Scots and Irish men who during a period of 
lU'iifly two centuricis hav(', ruhnl India arc^ a modest attempt 
to asseinhle their rec.oixls in a limited compass as much 
with r(‘.f(!r(,'n(',(j to their early and later careers as to the 
tinu^ tlu'.y ,sp(mt in India.. Th(‘. writer has not tried to 
pr(vs(mt a c.on.sfuaitive history of tln^ Indian Empire, of 
w}H(‘h In’; has no spcsdal knowledge, though he has travelled 
in it and its adjoining countries, has served as a member 
of a Hound Table* (lonlerencui, and has known personally 
ten of its Vic(‘roys. so tha.t lu^ has soim*. slight realisation 
of tlu^ labours, diiii(;ulties and limitations with, which they 
were always b<?.set. Of the more recent Viceroys, of whom 
four arc still living, the accounts given are mainly factual: 
for sufficient time has not yet elapsed, nor is sufficient 
knowledge available, to assess a fair appreciation of their 
work. 

He wishes to tliank the Duke of Portland, Lords 
Linlithgow, Heading, Willingdon, Elgin, Minto, Halifax, 
Wavell, Mountbatten, St Davids, Chelmsford, Hardingc 
of Penshurst, the former India Office, the National Portrait 
Oalh'iy, and All Souls College, Oxford, for their kindness 
in binding portraits or supplying information which have 
bfx'ii of much assistance to him. 
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INTRODUCTION 


poninsula of Hindustan, containing one-quarter of 

•I tlie world’s population, of various ra(a‘s, faiths and 
tongu(>s, though feiua-d by mountains and seas, has often 
Ix'en invaiied in the last three thousand years, usually by 
Asiati(;s. AheKander ol Maec'.don held a small portion of it 
for a short t.ime in tin', fourth century b.C'.; and after him 
Scyl,Ilians, Arabs, Mongols, Afghans and Persians in turn 
subdiu'd parts of tln^ North. In a.d. 1520 , Baber, a 
petty Mohanunedan [>rince from Central Asia, but a descen¬ 
dant of (h'ughis and Tamerlane, enb'red th(^ Punjab from 
Algha.nistan; and during the next two ccmturies the so- 
ealled Mogul Empire utnh'.r his successors Akbar, Jehangir, 
Shah J<.‘han and Aurungzib gradually extended its sway 
until ('ventually it stretched from tlu'. llimalayas almost 
to (Ape Comorin; for there was no unitetl Indian people 
to oppos(', it. 

But the Mogul Cuvernment, though sphmdid and at 
first {)owerfuI, Ix'.came cumbrous and corrupt: and as its 
cf'ntral <mntrol weakened, distant lieutenants, Vizirs, 
Nawabs, Rajahs and Amirs, set up independent kingdoms 
for themselves though still acknowledging the suzerainty 
of the Enqxvror at Delhi. 

In the meanwhile European traders from the Western 
seas- •!k)rtuguese, Dutch, French and English—had estab- 
liahcxl small setthiments along the Indian coasts which 
de.vfdoped on a considerable scale. For their security 
they found if, iwu-.essary to se.t up stations, factories and 
warehousfis which they protected by dcftmcies; and by 
grants, leases and loans tlujy gradually acquired lands and 
trading facilities from the neighbouring native ])rinc(!s. 
The chief of these were: in the South, the Nizam of 
llydejabad, a Moslem princ(^ ruling Hindus, his deputy 
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introduction 

Centre the Peshwa of Poona and the gu . • * ' j 

Holkar and Scindia, besides many sma lei poimdat.s, 

in the Bast, the Kings of Burma and Ava. ^ 

a. aey S-me to to called: at iladvce (K..H SU 
Calcutta (Foit William) and Bombay, earl, l ub'd b, . 

council of metohauts and “’'‘"’'''"t'""" ''l"',nab ila 
wealthy East India Company, which hud of bu ■ 

first charter from Queen Blmabeth in the year inuo. ! i.e 
English had more effective sea powm and cominiiim at urn. 
shrewder ideas of business, and were perhaps ninre con¬ 
cerned with trade than the other Wi'Htern nut urns wlimti 
they gradually surpassed or dispossessed. I’hey acjuireti 
a reputation for useful and honest di'aimg ami were soon 
allowed to enlist native troops or Bepoy.s wlio wt>re nlbcereti 
by Englishmen. Calcutta, situated on the Hugh, uii 
estuary of the Ganges, became their headtpmrtcrs, and it, 
grew rapidly in riches. The .East India < oitifniu} id.Hu 
controlled the China trade, which later became largely 
concerned witli opium. 

The English were fortunate in having from the ttrst 
active and courageous men to guidit tliese. 

Robert Clive and Warren Hastings, iwt» civilian .servants 
of the Company at Madra-s, led the way; and aft it them 
came a succession of Governom-Ceneral ami Vicerov.M. 
supported by an Army and a Civil Hervice, who ftr.nt. 
conquered, then pacified, ruled and tnlueated, ami have 
now after two hundred years transferred again to the 
■ inhabitants of India the empire of their own land. 

The Mogul dynasty flourished for a slightly longer 
period than the Britisli Raj; but the extent, of its doinininns 
and the progress and prosperity of its subjwtH had been 
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far less, though the taxation it had imposed was heavier. 
Indeed, the record of British administration can safely 
compare in strength and security with anything similar 
since the days of Augustus and Trajan. 

In 1774, the year in which George Washington was 
elected the first President of the United States of America, 
Warren Hastings was appointed Governor-General of 
Biuigal, and British losses in one Continent were oiEE-set 
by her gains in another. 

In the early days of British rule there were difaculties 
and wars in different Indian states, with the Mahrattas, the 
Pindaris and the Siklis: and in 1857 a dangerous mutiny 
among the Sepoy troops nearly overwhelmed Northern 
India. After its sup[)res.sion the duties and powers of the 
Ba.st India Company wen', taken over by the Briti.sh, Crown; 
and for the kust niinh.y years India ha.s been governed 
by Viceroys, a.ssist(jd l)y a small Executive and later by a 
larger J.(^giHlative Coune.il, but in effect, and until quite 
recently, autocrats. British India, consisting of the Presi¬ 
dencies and Provinces, wa.s under Calcutta, while the so- 
(salled. Princely States were ruled by their hereditary chiefs, 
who usually had a British Resident at their Courts. In 
1912 tlic capital was moved from Calcutta to New Delhi 
as being more central. 

Th('. small original garrisons of Sepoys were first supple- 
nuinted by King’s Troops in 1754; a numerical proportion 
varying from two to one to three to one being kept between 
th(^ two forces. Seventy-seven per cent, of the Indian 
Army canuj from tlie Punjab or the North-West Provinces. 

Under Clive and Hastings regular administrative services 
were set up; and in course of time the English code of 
law wm imposed in major matters and English became 
th(} official language. 

The Governor-General had at first two masters— the 
Company, which wanted dividends, and the President of 
the Board of Control in London, who was supposed to 
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direct policy. After the transfer of power to the frown 

the commercial side disappeared; and a Seereiarro! Siate 

at Whitehall then replaced the Board of ('on! nil. Ihn ni 
the last resort it was the Viceroy who took th.> eih'eiive 
decision, being both Head of the State and I’rifue Mini'^ior, 
positions which made him pi’obably tiie nio.st poweiful, 
one of the hardest-worked and tlu' iiio.st, re.spunsihle ndor 
in the world. 

The EnglisLnever interfensd with nativ<‘ rditiion.--. t IiMu^ih 
they modified some of their mori'. harljarie [iraeticos, uur 
did they attempt their conversion to (’hristianiiy. 
native population, under fixed and known laws, wort* as a 
rule allowed freedom of speech, freedom from arbilrary 
arrest, which they had never had before, and laier on 
freedom of the press; and they were gradually givim an 
increasing measure of self-government by eleeteii bodie... 

Early in the present century ideas of indepemience 
had germinated in India. A new gem'ration lutfi uri.seu 
since the Mutiny, the memories of which were being 
forgotten; free education had widt'ned tiie view.s of uiuny 
natives, some of whom had acquired in Europe a detnejerat ie 
and legalistic outlook inspired both by moral ami niuteriul 
hopes. The Civil Service was being largely {ndiutUHetl; 
there was an able and active Indian Bar and a rich and 
expanding Indian commercial conummity. lu Englaml a 
sympathetic Liberal Government was strongly estHbli.shed; 
and the system of elected councils with polilicul <lobah*« 
and press campaigns had led to the birth (»f an indepfuifient 
Congress which was stimulat(‘<I by a wave fd self-deterndmi- 
tion in Europe and Asia and by the example of .several 
revolutionary movements in other (jountrle.s. Kaglanti 
offered the Morley-Minto reforms in I »y0 ami the iigu > 

Chelmsford reforms some ten years kt(;r; while the First 
World War had shown that she was not iuvulimrnhii* and 
possibly not invincible. Perhaps British mentality wjw 
allergic to the educated Oriental, perhaps the*great 

4 



INTRODUCTION 

buroa,ucra,t.i(; inacliine, long the cynosure of all Civil 
boTvices was beginning to creak; but things were out of 
gear. I hcre. wa,s plenty of sympathy from abroad; and 
continuous powerful racial and religious proselytism in 
miia Itself. Ihe second and even more exhausting World 

< 1 . 1 . 0 ovi d, <ind the Indians would have been more 
than human had they not profited by such a heaven-sent 
o})j)ortumty. 

England played a friendly and hoiu^st though restrained 
]>art, not pcu-hajis always appreciated, towards the Tn- 
depeiulencc movimient. In 193i5 Ministerial self-govern¬ 
ment was accorded to elewm ])rovinoes of British India; 
and in 1042 a Cabinet Mission under Sir Stafford Cripps 
offered India thi'. long-promised Dominion status, which 
for different reasons was refused both liy Hindus and 
Moslems. At last, in 1047, eomph-te indivpendence was 
acc.onh'.d; and three new stales wer(‘. set up: i’alcistan 
mainly Moslem, in (he. North; India (Hindustan), mainly 
Hindu,^in the reat of the peninsula; and ihirma in the 
Hast. The two first of thesis remain within the Common- 
wealtln* Some of the Princely States acceded to (,he new 
republics. By this voluntary i-esignation of power, for 
which history has no prcceedcnt, a, population of 200 million 
Hindus, 100 million Moslcsms and Sikhs, ,<30 million De¬ 
pressed Classes and 80 million inhabitants of the 600 
I rmcely Staf.es, speaking a chwen different languages, were 
handed over (;o their own complete control. The world 
awaits tlip. result* 

* im^ro 1118 * ■■ ■ 
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LORI) C'LfVK 

(hwernor of Ihoigal I76S-J760 and 1767}-1707 

OOBEH/r BBIVE, tlu' sou of Richard ('live, an 

* ^ ini})ov('rish(‘d s((i!irc of ail ohi family in tShrofishirp, 
was horn a,t Htychc in. that; county on Michaelmas Day, 
1725. His mother was Uchc'cca (hiskcll of Manchester, 
whose sister married a. son of the. 12th Lord Be.mpill. 

II(i was educated at four private schools, where he was 
much less not<‘d for hook learning f)r scholastic. diligciKse 
than for outdoor adventure, [)ugnacity and leadershi]). At 
the ag(‘. of eighte(ui he. was nomina.t(‘d to a, writer's [>ost in 
the East India. Company's (‘stahlishment at Madras; and 
in the course of his long sea. voyage to that phwa* h(' sp('nt 
nine months in Brazil, wlufre he, lea^n(^d a, little Portuguese 
and contracted some debts. In .Madras he had no friends, 
and he fouiul th(‘- indoor lih^ there so tedious and depressing 
that he fell into a nudanchuly -an illness to whi(,;h he. always 
remained subject-■-and ev('.n tried to shocjt Iiirnself; hut 
his pistol failed him, a,u (vscap<‘. which eonvinc(Hl him tliat 
h(,^ had h('en saved for .some definite future; for he had a 
strong streak of religion. 

.A,t this l ime, the commemial scttleme.nts of the different 
Euro])ean Powers in India- ■h'nmc.h, English, Dutch and 
Ihjrfaiguese were in constant tra.de rivalry, intriguing 
with th<‘ neighbouring native, jiriiuais and offering or ri'- 
<!eiving money or military aid. The employees of the 
English (knnpany also di<i business on their own btdialf; 
and there, was nnieh e.orniption ami giving and taking of 
bribes. In 1744-, the yc*ar of Cllivafs arrival, war had just 
broken out in Etirope biitwcien Framie and .England; and 
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this was soon reflected in their Indian settl.'tn.tns, Atj 
attack was made on Madras by the hrenrh Adnninl 
Labourdonnais, who captured the town with its m 
habitants; and Clive and his follow-clerks liocanio pns, -ncrs 
on parole. But in Clive’s view the French did nm ol, 
serve the terms of capitulation; so ho seized t le < mih e 
of escaping in native dress with a friend, and 
at the small neighbouring English fort nl M 1 aud. 
His active instincts then quickly liocarne warlike; tie 
obtained an ensign’s commission, ami in the en 011111,' 
siege of Pondicherry distinguished himself hy exceptmnal 
bravery. 

The peace of Aix-la-Chapelle sent him hack t.. hi, .ie,!,- ; 
but he had now found where his tastes and his abiliiie.; la\. 

Without any military training or eonneetion he had a 
soldier’s spirit, an active mind and hmiy, and an imiunui 
able will to succeed. In the counting-house he had learni 
how to deal with the native.s in husines.H. though in* spoke 
little Hindustani; he now learned how to lead or tiuht 
them in the field. Among his English romrajies in iln* 
settlement Ms disregard of danger was proverbial. In a. 
duel about cards, when he had fired hi.s own shot in the .tir, 
his opponent came up to him, put hi.s pistol to < live s Ije.-ni 
and said: “Ask for your life or 1 will lire." “ Fire and l>e 
damned,” said Clive; “1 said you had cheated, and 1 will 
never apologise.” This part of his career reads like h mi\el 
of Charles Lever’s or Fenimore CooperV.; but it that 

he was seldom the aggressor. 

His next exploit was leading a Kftnming piirt_v aguimU 
the fort of Devikota in an attempt by the f'lngiish to rein 
state a Mahratta prince. Clive, now a iii'nieiwnl. wtw left 
alone with only thirty men, but lie nevertheless eoiniimed 
to advance with his usual amlaeity until aiipptirt,s arrived 
and the fort was taken. His comnumder, Mtijor Stringer 
Lawrence, now got him th<‘, post of conii!n^t.SHry for pro 
visioning the troops and convoying supplies. Irnwreime, 

8 
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an (‘Xfclli'ni. .sf>l(ii('r himsf'lf, called Olive. “A man of nn- 
daunf<‘<i resolution, of a (a)ol temper and of a. presenoe of 
mind that mn'er left, him." The tSe])oy,s adored him. 

(’live soon fe.ll ill f)f another m^rvmus fever and wa.s .s(mt. up 
the coast to Hcmgal to n'cnp(‘rate; and on his return to 
Fort. Ht l)a.vid h<> was promoted captain. The. Knelisli 
authorit ies tfierc'. were endeavouring to relieve Trichinopoly, 
when' one of their native allies was besieged by a rival, 
t’handu Sahib, who was supported hy Dnpleix, the French 
Governor of Pondicstn'iTy. The English were not doing 
well; so t,o create', a diversion Olive suggcst('.d an attack 
on Areot, tlu' <'a|)it.al of thf' (larnatic, as the. eastern se.a- 
coa.st of the Dt'ccan was them called. His advice was 
a,cfr(^pta'd; a.mi he was sc'.nt in (;ommand of the raid with 
200 hlnglish, 200 Hopoys and 3 guns. Fy a couj) de main ho 
occupied the fort, and tlu'n followed up and defcat('.d the 
rct.H'ating garrison. This move forced Chanda Sahib to 
transfer a, large, portion of his for(;es from Tric.hinopoly to 
Areot, where he wa,s twice beaten by Olive, who later 
withstood a siege of fifty days witli far less troops, guns 
and supplies than his <.'.n(imy; and ovcntnally both the 
BVench and native commanders capitulated. By this 
success and by Clive’s personal bravery British prestige 
in th(' Bouth of .India was raised to a great height; he had 
l>e.(m constantly in the front line, inspiring his men and 
running e.vuity risk. But the efioots of the campaign again 
told upon his liealth; and in 1753 he was given sick leave 
to n'turn t,o England. Before sailing he married Margaret 
Maskfdym', a. sister of the comrade with whom ho had 
escaped from Madras and daughter of a Wiltshire gentle¬ 
man. He was just twenty-seven years old. 

Olive was recinved with acclamation by the directors 
of thf^ ]<Jast India Company in London. Traders them- 
selve.s, they were mainly concerned with their own profits, 
and they welcomed the advent of a young servant who 
evidently had military and diplomatic as well as com- 
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mercial qualities. They voted him a diamond-studrh'd 
sword and hailed him as a future general. 

Clive had brought home a good deal of priz(‘. money 
much of which he devoted to relieving his famih s mam i<i 
difhculties, buying back their old estate and jiroviding foi 
his sisters. He spent freely, and fought an e.x'penstve 
election in Cornwall, though he was unseated on p<>titi<ni. 
Eestored in health and short of funds— -he had only i.'Jnoo 
left—he was soon ready to return to India. Tin* (iirectors 

now appointed him Lieutenant-Governor of Fort St David 

with the reversion of the governorship of i\ladra.s; ami he 
was made a lieutenant-colonel. He arrived in Foiubay in 
the spring of 1756, and after taking part in an expeditiois 
against a local brigand he went on to Fort St David, 
arriving there on the day before the ca])tur(“ of t alcutta 
by Surajah Dowlah, the young Nawab of Hengal ami the 
subsequent tragedy of the Black Hole. 

On receipt of this news in Madras, Clive was eho.scn 
to take a reheving force up to Bengal with a ini.ved con¬ 
tingent of over 2000 troops. He did not reach the Hugh 
until December, but then with little difficidty retiiok 
Calcutta. The Nawab, a youth of ungovernable temper, 
advanced against him with 40,000 foot and house* and .some 
Trench artillery. Clive with a force of oiui-twentieth of 
their number easily drove them away; and a j)pace was 
patched up. But the Nawab continued to intrigue with 
the French and again threatened Calcutta from the neigh 
hourhood of Plassey. A long and devious m-gotiatinn 
followed, not apparently very creditable to ('live, who rniwb* 
use of two dissimilar draft treaties, one on white and the 
other on red paper, and so deceived his Hindu go-betwtten, 
Omichand, who had pledged his name to Clive’s rival candi¬ 
date Mir Jafar. Surajah Dowlah’s army had now risen t« 
60,000 men, while Clive had only 1000 British troops anti 
2000 Sepoys. He lay in a grove near the river HugU 
and at first determined on the advice of his officers not 

10 




OLIVK 


to attack; but. during the night, ho changed his mind, 
and having succeeded in putting the French guns out of 
action, with the support of Mir Jafar’s cavalry he utterly 
routefl the whole of the Nawab’s army on 23r(i June 1757. 
Surajah Dowlah was taken prisoner and put to death; Mir 
Jafar was installed as Nawab in his place; and large 
sums of mon('y were paid as cnnipensation to the Fast 
India Fonipany, Clive, himself receiving a quarter of a 
million st<‘rling as a personal gift. 

From this victory, a. scrimmage, hut one of the d(;cisivc 
battles of the world, British dominion in India, is usually 
held to dat(\ for it was as much a blow to the French 
as to fh(‘ Mogul Kmperor and his subordinate princes. 
(divf‘’s g('nuine belied was that only one European nation 
could he in cont.rol in India; and his policy was to eliminate 
the. oIIhu's as oj)portunity ofb'n'd. lie was now appointed 
(Governor of th(‘, Company’s possessions in Bengal, and 
there he remained for f.wo years. Tic did not neglect 
Brit.ish interests in th(‘ Bouth, though he clearly informed 
the Board at home that ('Calcutta sliould he the centre of 
t.heir power; nor did he hesitate to tell his directors how 
they should manage their husinesa. The elder Pitt agreed 
with his forward policy and had as great an admiration for 
Clive as Clive had for him, though Clive alwa.ys said tlxat 
peac.e was the most valuable of all blessings. 

fix 17(50 h(i again returne.d to England. Ho was received 
by th(^ young King, (h'.orge III, to whom he gave a large 
diamond; was described by Pitt as a “heaven-born 
Ceneral,” and was honoured by many public ovations. 
Buti for twelve months he. was again laid up, and it was 
not until his recovery that hi,s successes were officially 
r«cogni.Hf;d. He was then created an Irish peer, made a 
Knight of the Bath, and elected M.P. for Shrewsbury, a 
seat lux kept for tlui rest of his life; but his request for 
a British peerage was not granted. In Parliament he 
supported George Grenville’s administration, though he 
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took little part in domestic politics. Nottinglmm and 
Henry Fox were his friends, as was his power!iii cdunt rv 
neighbour, Lord Powis. 

But during Clive’s absence in England niisgov.rnnmnt 
and corruption had increased in Ihuigai. .Mir .latar had 
been deposed; some Sepoy regiments had iuniini<‘d. nn-l 

another massacre of Europeans had taken [»laei‘ at Patna. 

The directors at the India House became ni'r\-ous ; anrl in 
1764 Clive was asked to return to India. :is (.'everimr of 
Bengal. He arrived there in May 176.7. In the words of 
Sir William Hunter: “The Iteginning of our Iiniian rule 
dates from this second governorship of Cliv.'’s. as our 
military supremacy had dated from his victory at Pla.ssey, 

“Clive landed, advanced rapidly from Calcutta to 
Allahabad, and there settled in person the fate of nearly 
half India. . . . Two landmarks stand out in his policy. 
First, he sought the substance, though not the name, of 
territorial power, under the fiction of a grant from flic 
Mogul Emperor; second, he desired to ptirify the i'mn 
pany’s service by prohibiting illicit gains and by guttrantce 
ing a reasonable pay from honest sources." ()f ladh t he.se 
policies he laid the foundation, acquiring the ricli provinces 
of Bengal, Behar and Orissa, with 25 niiilitm .subjerl.H; 
confirming the British position in the I)<>eean anti l^ftuiras, 
where a so-called rent was paid both to the Emperor and 
to the Nizam of Hyderabad, and starting the jnodi-1 of tiie 
Indian Civil Service. 

When Clive quitted India for the last time in 1767 hi. 
name and reputation there stood liigh; and the meii lie 
left behind him, Vansittart and Warren Hustings, hurl been 
well chosen. But on arriving in England he found tlmi 
his position there had greatly changed. He brought liniite 
no more crores of rupees, for he had been stdting the 
military and civil employees an example of obeying Ins own 
rules, and had indeed devoted a large part of hi« private 
fortune to a fund for those who had been disabled by their 
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Indian s<“rvi(;e. At. tlu^ India Housn. a hostile faction, led 
hy :i Mr Hullivan, constantly attacbid him not only for 
mi,sgov(>rnm<‘nt hut for jxjculation, cluirgcs to which Olive 
r(‘-pli('d in the House', of Commons in a si)eech which .Lord 
Clia.fhain (h'se-ribe'd as the. finest he had ever heard. A 
Conunittce of h]n(|uiry was set up at which Clive defended 
himself with vigour and suc.eess, uuikinji the well-known 
remark: “ Ly Cod, Mr Cluiinnan, I stand in this plac(' 
asfonislu'd at my own modt'ratiou.” Fi'om this onh'ul Ik* 
emerct'd victori(jus, for ihoujeh the ConuuitC'e found him 
.yuilly ol almsiny his powers, they carri(‘d a resolution that 
“lu^ had reudt'red er^at. and meritorious sc'rvice to the 
iState.’’ 

liui Clive was dei'ply distressed hy his treatment, which 
had iH'gun to pn-y on his mind and his health. In 
December 1707 he was uiuihh' to write with his own hand 
and eonsidered winC'rinii abroad. He was suffering from 
eullstoiies. and to relieve* the pain he now had rec()urs<' to 
oftlum. He lived more in tlii^ country than in London, for 
he had bought, an ('stuf.c^ at Walcot ami a good d(*aLof land 
r(»und Bishop’s (.tasth*, wIu'hj Ik; (joutrolled the, borougli he 
W'as known as a great “ horoughmonger”--and he was th(^ 
[)rine.i{)a.l Cova'.rnnumt authority on Indian matt(U's. H(‘ 
ha.(i also be.('n Ttuuh'. Lord-Lieutenant of both Hhrop.shir<! 
amt .Montgomery. But Ids life’s occupation was gone.; 
he f(L; ill-use.d and disappointed; am) the im'laneholy 
from whi(d) he had often suffered now atfecL'd his miml. 
In November 1774, soon after his forty-ninth birthday, 
he cut. his throat in his sitt.ing-room in Bt'rki'.h^y S(juare. 
lit' was buried in West-minst.er Ablx-y. 

H(* left siwerul childn'ii; and ten years after his d<'ath 
his eldi'st son married tbe sister and hein'ss of tluj last 
hkrl of Powis of the He.rlxirt family, a tithj that w«as 
revive<i in Ins favour in 1804. The present ,Karl of Powis 
is his direct mal(! descendant. 

Clive pu8H(ni little more than twelve years of his life in 
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India; in that short space of time all his work there was 
done. The fortune he had brought home, though large, 
was nothing to what it might have been had, he taken 
advantage of all his opportunities. He preferred to leave 
his country a greater legacy in the victories he had gained 
and the example he had set in the government of a new 
empire. A religious man, of rough manners and apjiear- 
ance, affectionate to his family and full of ambition for 
himself, he was also a genuine patriot with high ideals 
and the strength of will to implement them. Of rt'inarlc- 
able courage in war and ability in diplomacy, he was ahh'. 
to see ahead and to indicate the lines on which his beliefs 
should be developed. Though he never actually held 
the office of Governor-General of India, he in fact exercised 
much of its powers, and he can rightly be reckoned us tlu^ 
first of the long and distinguished line of those wlio liave 
filled that imperial post. 
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SIR JOHN SHORE. LORD TEIGNMOUTH 

1793-1798 . 

J OHN SHORE, afterwards Lord Teignmouth, was born 
in St James’s Street, London, on 8th October 1751, the 
son of Thomas Shore of Romford, a supercargo, Vjy Dorothy, 
daughter of Captain Shepherd, both employees of the East 
India Company. He came of a Derbyshire family in 
moderate circumstances. After being educated at Harrow, 
where Sheridan and Ijord Rawdon, afterwards Marquess 
of Hastings, were his schoolfellows, he was taught book¬ 
keeping at Hoxton; and at the age of seventeen he was 
appoint(Hl a clerk in tlie East India Company’s establish¬ 
ment at Calcutta. 

First employed in the Secret Service there, he was 
then sent as assistant to the Revenue Board at Murshida- 
bad, where, owing to his ability, knowledge and industry, 
he was soon put in (diarge of a large district, and in 1772 
he b(‘c.am(( first assistant to the Resident at Rajeshahe. 
By this tinui he liad learnt Persian, the favourite language 
of the Indian princes, well enough to act as interpreter, 
aiul from 1775 to 1780 he was successively a member of 
the; R(W<“nue ('ouncil at Calcutta and Revenue Commis¬ 
sioner at Da<;ca. His attcntioji to revenue and exchequer 
cas(‘a was favourably regarded by Warren Hastings, the 
Covi'nior-Cemwal, until some criticisms which Shore had 
mad<! on the latte.r’s expenditure forced him to resign his 
place at the. Board, tlmugh he retained Hastings’ friendship. 

In 1780, when on leave in England, Shore married 
Charlotf.ii Cmnnish, the daughtcit of a (lector at Teignmouth, 
and on his return to India in the following year he was 
made a member of Council in Bengal Here his acquaint- 
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ance with, financial affairs and land tenure made him of the 
highest assistance to Lord Cornwallis in his agrie.nifural 
and taxation reforms; and he completed a comprehensive 
review of the whole land settlement for Bengal. Beliar and 
Orissa—his greatest and most permanent ■\vork. 

When again in England in 1790 he was a witness in 
favour of Warren Hastings at his trial; and sncli was now 
his reputation for knowledge of Indian affairs, pariiciilarlv 
in financial matters, that in September 1792 In? wa,.s created 
a baronet and appointed GrOvernor-(.lenera1 in sucec'ssion 
to Cornw;allis; he did not, howe.V('r, assunui his fjllice 
until the latter’s departure from India in the. autumn of 
the following year. 

Shore was a pacific and reliable administrator witlioul 
any territorial ambitions; and his rule in India was 
characterised by no major events. He was a classical 
scholar and student of several Eastern languag(ss. hut. lu* 
was concerned with commercial more than with militarv 
glory, and he carefully obeyed the injunctions (if his 
masters at the East India Board at home, conc-.cnt rat ing on 
trade and quiet. At times nervous and irnwolute. he allo wed 
the Mahrattas and Sikh Eajahs to extend tlu'ir iiifliicmw 
and he let various native states in the South employ French' 
ofiScers md troops. He dealt gently with a mutiny among 
Ms own officers m Bengal; but on the other hand Iu‘ shcwe<! 
distinct capacity and courage in settling the intricate 
question of the succession to the Nawab of Oudh, and so 
kept the population of that largo province at peace, 

^ five years as Govcrnor-deneral and when 

not yet fifty years of age, he resigned his post, anrJ on bin 

seat in the Irish Hoone of 
Lords. Nme years later he was sworn a Privy Councillor 
and was appointed to the Board of Contro/in London 

w ere is knowledge of Indian affairs was of real value for 
many years. vmtit mi 
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In later life Teignmoutli’s principal interests were 
religious, evangelical and philanthropic. With Zachary 
Macaulay and William Wilberforce he became a leader of 
the Clapham sect, the suburb in which he lived, and he was 
the first President of the British and Foreign Bible Society. 
He was also something of a poet, with literary tastes, 
lie succeeded Sir William Jones, the Persian scholar whose 
Lif(; he wrote, as President of the Asiatic Society of Bengal. 
He died m London on 14th February 1834 at the age of 
eighty-two, leaving a large family. The present Lord 
leignmouth is his descendant. 

ieignmouth was a competent and industrious official, 
tlu* third of the four Indian (livil Servants who rose to 
the post of (lovmuor-deneral. Macaulay extols his 
integrity, liumanity and honour”; while his religious 
(mtlmsiasm, his scholastic attainments and his immense 
knowh'.dge of Indian land timure and finance were genuinely 
respected. Dull and upright, he was neither a great ruler 
nor a maker of history, but he fulfilled the need of the 
India Boaril for a sober and reliable administrator of their 
Asiatic territorie.s who would bring them peace and large 
dividends rather than war and large expenses. 
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EARL OP MORNINGTON, MARQUESS 
WELLESLEY 

1798-1805 

piOLfARU COLLEY WELLESLEY was bom at 
Dangaii Castle, County Meatli, on 2()tli June 1760, 
the eldc^st son of Carrett Wellesley, 2nd Lord Momington, 
who a few months later was advanced to an earldom. His 
niotlu'r, the Hon. Anini llill-Trevor, a daughter of Viscount 
Dungannon, was a [)rime figure in the lives of all her 
children; in laUn life, she used to call herself the mother 
of the Oracchi. 'riie Wellesley family, though then of no 
special politi(.^al account, had been long established in 
Ireland, where it was noted for its talents: Richard 
Wellesh^y’s father was an accomplished musician and 
composer; and Samuel Wesley (the name was variously 
spelt) was a connection. Of six brothers four became peers, 
three of whom, Wellington, Wellesley and Cowhsy, were 
exceptionally distinguished. 

Richard, first callcul Lord Wellesley, after some school¬ 
ing at 'I’rim, was sent to Harrow, where he got into trouble 
for htdping to bar out the headmaster. He then went on 
to Eton, wluu'c, h('. shew<‘.d remarkable facility in the classics 
and fc.Iic.ity in verse, tastes that never left him. He made 
many fricmds, and at Christ Church did equally well, 
winning the Chancellor’s prize for Latin verse. Just when 
he came (,)f age his father died; so he did not take a degree, 
but <ievoted himself at home in Ireland to paying off 
debts, putting his estate in order and supervising the educa¬ 
tion of his younger brothers. Soon after taking his seat in 
tin} Irish House of Lords he was elected to a scat in thti 
English House of Commons, where he met his old schooL 
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fellow William Grenville and the latter’s cousin, the youngta' 
William Pitt. Active and intelligent he was soon niadr 
a junior Lord of the Treasury and became a popular 
member of London society. Some years lattu" he \\‘as 
appointed a member of the Indian Board of Coni roi, and 
being a friend of Lord Cornwallis, who was r(*c(*nfly fionie 
from governing India, he paid great attention fo Indian 
affairs. In 1794 he married his mistress Jllle llyaeinfiic 
Gabrielle, daughter of Pierre Roland, whom Ik' ha<i met in 
the salon of Madame de Genlis in Pari.s, and by w hom 
he had already had several children. 

There had been a talk of Cornwallis roturning to India; 
and in 1797 Mornington was appointed Governor of .Madias 
with the reversion of the Governor-Generalship should it 
fall vacant. Cornwallis, however, went to Indand as Lurd- 
Lieutenant; so Mornington took his ])lace as Governor 
General of India at the age of thirty-seven, being then 
given a British barony which he had long eovet:ed. 

_ He arrived in India early in 1798. The polit ical .sit iia ■ 
tion was precarious. Tippoo Sultan, the ruler of Mysore, 
who had recently been defeated at Beringapatann was 
again intriguing with the Prench. There was a strong 
hostile force in the Deccan; and far away in the North the 
^ghan ruler of Kabul was known to be preparing for the 
invasion of India; for the recent policy of Lord Ttdgiunout h 
had generally been considered weak. 

Mornington at once took up the position of a powerful 
Asiatic potentate with the ceremony and digirity he always 
was to affect. He was without any military training or 
commercial knowledge, but he was det(*rmined to make ilm 
British Raj predominant in India. His younger brotlmr, 
iHhur Wellesley, Lientenant-Colonel of the 83rd Foot- and 
already a soldier of some experience and distinction, had 
een in India for a year, and had made himself well 
acquamted with the country and its politics. Ih* now 
became his elder brother’s principal military adviser. 




MORNINGTON (WELLESLEY) 

“With, the arrival of the Wellesleys the whole situation 
was transformed.” 

Mornington got himself appointed Captain-General, for 
he was determined to force matters to a conclusion in 
Southern India. After a successful campaign in 1799 
Tippoo Sultan was defeated and killed; the town of Seringa- 
patam was taken; and the important state of Mysore was 
brought under British rule, Colonel Wellesley being left 
there in command of the troops. This campaign finished 
for the time being the uneasy situation that had so long 
disturbed Southern India, and put the .India House in 
London and the British Government at ease from its fears 
of the young Bonaparte’s Asiatic ambitions. 

In recognition of his successful policy Mornington was 
made an Irish marquess, which he told Pitt he did not 
consider an adequate reward; he called it “a double gilt 
potato.” He took the title of Marquess Wellesley, but 
declined a gift of £100,000 offered him by the directors 
of the Bast India Company, though he accepted some of 
Tippoo Sultan’s diamonds. In tlu; meantime he had ar¬ 
ranged for the building of a dignified home for the Governor- 
General in Calcutta in place of the antiquated Port William. 
'I'lie new ])alace was built on the model of Adam’s Kedleston 
Hall in Derbyshire, the home of the Curzons. It was to 
houw'. tlui rulers of India for ov(ir a century. 

Soutlu'.rn India being pacified, Wellesley next determined 
to reduce tlu! powerful Mahratta princes to obedience. 
The chiefs of these, Scindia of Gwalior, Holkar of Indore 
and th<i P(;shwa of l^oona, were often at loggerheads among 
thcimselves. Wellesley worked on a definite plan of 
divide el iw-pera, and after confirming British predomin- 
anc(i in Oudh by the Treaty of Lucknow in 1801 he 
forced the Ihjshwa to surrender and then directed all his 
efforts against the other two. General Lake, who com¬ 
manded in the North, took Delhi and Agra, and the old 
Mogul Bmperor had to ask for British protection; at 
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Assaye Arthur Wellesley beat Scindia; and in. 1 S()4 llolkar 
was subdued; but the expenses of the wax increased so 
much that the directors in London began to find their 
Governor-General and his soldier brother too (‘ostly. 
Wellesley was recalled; and in 1805 Lord Cornwallis was 
sent out to relieve him; but he died shortly after his arrival. 

Wellesley, however, had achieved much of his plan. 
The Madras Presidency was almost in its ])rc.sent. sfafa; 
much of Central India had been acquirt'd; and (he Xorih- 
West Provinces were safely under British ruh‘; only (he 
Presidency of Bombay was not yet in complete control. 
The Bast India Company, however, determined to finish 
the war; and Sir George Barlow, who now took o\-t‘r the 
administration temporarily, obeyed liis mast(*ra in London. 

Wellesley arrived in England early in 18(H! to find that 
his friend Pitt was dying—one of Pitt’s last let tens a.sks him 
to come and see him at Putney. Almost at onct*, lik<' <it her 
retiring rulers of India, he was attacked in fhuiiament ; hut 
the House of Commons approved grmeraily of what lie 
had done. About this time he was separated from his wife, 
who had not accompanied him to India. 

After speaking once or twice in the lIous(> of Lord.s 
Wellesley was sent in 1809 as Amba.ssador to Spain to 
consolidate the resistance to Napoleon; his brtdhcr Sir 
Arthur WeUesley, now home from India, had beini given 
command of the troops in the Peninsula. 

In the summer of that year George Canning rtvsigued t he 
Foreign Secretaryship, and Wellesley was appoiuti‘d in 
his place. But he did not get on with his <'olleagues in 
the Cabinet. For seven years he had heim ati Ka.Htern 
autocrat, and it was not easy to adapt IiimHfdf to a Ichh 
prominent position. Lord Grey called him fclu*. Atlas <»f 
a fallmg state. WeUesley was also much di.ssati.sfi«‘!l with 
the limited supplies and reinforcements stmt out f«j his 
brother. ^ In 1811 he was concerned with the Prince Regent 
in negotiations for the formation of a new Government, 
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and was regarded by some as a possible Prime Minister; 
but his efforts came to nothing; and in the following year 
he resigned his post. He refused the Lord-l jieutenancy of 
Ireland but was given the Garter. 

In May 1812, on the assassination of Perceval, Wellesley 
was commissioned to form a government, but he could 
not succeed in bringing liis friends together because, as he 
said, “of the most dreadful personal animosities.” Lord 
Liverpool, however, was able to make up a ministry which 
lasted for fifteen years; and in this Wellesley had no place. 
He was now quite overshadowed by his brother, who was 
soon to be Duke of Wellington and to whose political views 
he was strongly opposed. Wellesley was a free trader, in 
favour of toleration for Roman Catholics, for a policy of 
retrenclunenb and riiform (the opposite to his views in 
India), and (vven against continuing the war with Napoleon, 
while Wc'llington iudd diametrically opposite views. 

On the death, of George III in 1820 some of the Whigs 
W{^r•(^ admitted to the Government; and Wellesley, now 
sixty years of age, at last accepted the Lord-Lieutenancy of 
Ireland. His appointment was at first welcomed there; 
but local conditions • made his task difficult: he was 
pm-haps too vague and philanthropic for the part. Ir(aand 
was full of secret societies, faction and smothered re- 
bOlion, while many of the Lord-Lieutenant’s own sub- 
ordinat(‘,s disagreed with his views. 

Wellesley had lost his wife in 1810, and in 1826 he 
married Mrs Marianne Patterson, a daughter of Richard 
(.!aton of Btiltirnore. Slu; was a wealthy American Roman 
Catholic, a siste.r of the Duchess of Leeds and socially a 
givat help to her husband; the marriage was in every way 
happy. In 1828, on Wellington becoming Prime Minister, 
Wellesley resigned his Irish post, though a few months 
later the Roman Catholic, Rebhff Acts were adopted by 
Wellington’s own Cabinet. The two brothers were still 
politically opposed; and not until ten years later was the 
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rift healed; though Wellington always used to say that 
one of the greatest honours of his life was to be Lcrt 

WeUesley’s brother. , , 

Wellesley supported the Eefonn Bill, and '' 
was appointed Lord Steward of the^ * 

afterwards again Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland uni 1 1834. 
:ien Lord Joy’s Government fell. On ds return o < hee 
in the following year he was for a montli Lord luun! -i Lu 
and then finally retired from activi> lifi; at. ilu' .i,ue o 
seventy-four. He had held several expensive posts atul !iy 
now his means were much embarrassed; so in IH.i/ he uas 
voted £20,000, which was placed in trust for his use hy t u' 
East India directors. He lived at Kingslon ouse 
Brompton, and mainly occupied luniself witli classical 
studies. He died there on 26th 8e])t(unl)er IS42 and was 

buriedathisearliestlove, Eton College. Hi.x hundred of the 

boys followed him to his grave. He left no h'gii miate issut-. 

Wellesley was a slight man of no great laughi iiul with 
good looks, a fine voice and an air of aid hordy. I ievoted 
to pleasure even in his later years and wry popular 
with women, he was also a well-read scholar. hunior<ui.-i 


and of really enlightened views. 


Though a. Whig by 


education, he had acquired in India an autocratic oulloifk 
with a very high idea of his own miu'its and po.'^ition, lu 
was constantly resigning his offices and was sehloin an 
easy colleague. In the Peninsular War h<> loyally supportct l 
his brother, and in domestic politics he was equally h»yul 
to his lifelong Liberal principles, though he used to be 
styled a “sultanised Englishman.” Dalhousie called him 
“indolent to the last degree unless wIu'H compelled; and 
then he was wonderful as a man of l)usim‘Hs.'’ One of the 
greatest proconsuls in India, he had a large share in 
building up the British Empire there by his campaigns 
and a system of alliances, in rooting out French influenci* 
and in converting the East India Company from a mere 
trading concern into an Imperial and political ]>ower. 
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EARL OF MINTO 

1807-1813 

^ ILBERT ELLIOT, afterwards 1st Earl of Minto, 
vJT -was born at Minto in Roxburghshire on 23rd April 
1751, the eldest son of Sir Gilbert Elliot, 3rd baronet, by 
Agnes, daughter of Hugh Dalrymple-Murray-Kynyninoiind. 
His grandfather and great-grandfather had both been 
Scottish judges, bearing the courtesy title of Lord Minto; 
wliile his grandmother was a daughter of William Robertson 
the historian. 

^ As a hoy Elliot was taught at the Pension Militaire in 
Fontainebleau, wlnux'. Mirabeau was one of his school¬ 
fellows; while David Hume, who was then living in Paris, 
acted a,s his guardian. He went on to Christ Church as a, 
gentleman commoner, and after spending some time on the 
Continent he was called to the Bar at Lincoln’s Inn in 1774. 
On the Northern Circuit he got a little practice, and in 
1776 was elected to Parliament as a Whig, sitting first for 
Morpeth and later for Roxburghshire. At first he 
supported Lord North, but later Fox. 

In 1777 he married Anna Maria, daughter of Sir George 
Amyand, of a ri(di Huguenot family. He. bec.arae a friend 
of Edmund Burke, and collaborated with him in the ira- 
peac^hment of Warren Hastings and Sir Elijah Impey, 
making sev(U‘al long sf)cechcs which, raised his forensic 
reputation. In the House of Commons he was twice 
proposed as Speaker, against Grenvilhj and Addington 
respectively, but was beaten on eaedr occasion. 

In Parliament he opposed tlui French Revolution, his 
knowledge of France being of value. He thus acquired a 
reputation for statesmanship, and in 1793 was sent oxrt as 
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Civil Commissioner at Toulon, being tlien sworn a I’rivy 
Councillor and made a D.C.L. of Oxford. From Toulon 
be went on to Italy, and after some unsuccessful attcuiiifs 
to raise tbe North Italian states against France lu'. a.ssmncii 
the protectorate of Corsica in 1794. There the Mrif ish 
Government gave him a commission to repre.sont ilieni; 
and for some months he governed the island through a 
Parliament, with Pozzo de Borgo as his Prime .MinisPu-. 
He also exercised a general control over tlu' British fioef 
in the Mediterranean; and it was by his directif)n thaf 
Nelson seized the island of Elba. Nelson had a, firm helii f 
in him and wrote to him: “I have reserved a jilace for you 
on board the Minerva. I long to see you, for your advic(>. 
is a treasure.” Elliot was present at the battle of Sf. 
Vincent in a frigate. 

In October 1796 Elliot was ordered to withdraw from 
Corsica, and he then proceeded to Naples, wherf' lu' 
remained until 1798. On his return to England after this 
romantic adventure he was raised to the pe.erage as Lortl 
Minto and was elected an P.R.S. A year later he was seid 
to Vienna as British envoy, and there concluded a t rf>:if y 
of alliance against the French with the I5mp(>ror Framds. 

In 1806, when Grenville’s ministry of All the Talents 
was formed, Minto was made President of the Board of 
Control, and a year later he was appointed Govi'rnor- 
General of India on the sudden death of Cornwallis. 

He was now a man of fifty-six with considerable jul- 
nainistrative e:^erience. He already had sonif; con¬ 
nections in India, for his brother Alexander had been a 
writer in the East India Company’s service and private 
secretary to Warren Hastings, while another brother was 
later Governor of Madras. Minto arrived in Calcutta, 
where Sir George Barlow had been adrninisferiiig the 
Government, in the summer of 1807 and was soon fully 
occupied in putting the Indian finances in ord(*r. Ib^ afst» 
devoted himself to ensuring that the various native 
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religions should have complete toleration. Under his 
aegis native education was developed and several 
Mohammedan colleges were established. He suppressed 
the freebooters in Bundelkund and Hariana, and con¬ 
cerned himself particularly with preparing for any possible 
attacks by Napoleon from the West, sending successive 
missions to Persia, Afghanistan and the Punjab, none of 
which, however, were very successful. He also made 
treaties with Ranjit Singh and the rulers of Sind. 

Restricted by his orders from waging war by land, he 
paid particular attention to India’s sea frontiers, sxippress- 
ing dacoits in the Persian Gulf and annexing the Malacca 
Islands and Mauritius. In 1811 he seized the island of 
Java, going there in person with the expedition. The 
discomforts of this campaign much injured his health. 
Although, or perhaps because, he had acted with vigour in 
securing internal order, early in 1813 he was suddenly re¬ 
called—it was said in order to make room for Lord Moira, 
one of the Regent’s friends who was financially embarrassed; 
and he was then created an earl. Well over sixty, and 
still suffering from the effects of the Java expedition, he 
arrived in England in May 1814, and a month later died of 
a, chill and strangury at Stevenage while on his way to 
Scotland. He was buried in Westminster Abbey. He left 
several children; his great-grandson, the 4th Earl, was 
Viceroy of India just a century later. 

An active and ambitious man, with considerable 
scholastic and literary tastes, Minto was a discerning 
politi<uan and diplomat and an energetic administrator. 
Born of a line of Scottish lawyers, he had had a Continental 
<^ducation, good Parliamentary experience and a sufiicient 
facility in speaking and debate. With plenty of influential 
friends his undoubted abilities justified the support they 
gave him. Ib^ did well in India, putting its finances in 
order and devoting himself to extending and strengthening 
British influence, more by peaceful than by aggressive 
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metliods. An energetic patriot at a momentous tiine,^ he 
set a sound and useful example to Ms successors in ofl’KT. 
He was the first of the six Scots who were to ruh'. India ami 
a good example of sober industry and advtmt uiv. 





FRAX<'J.S RAWDon 
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KLLKN‘H<il«ir<:H 


words which left his geiuTuls respttnstlh’ f"r :iii\ dtHH.-ter 
Their successes he <Tlel(rateii by yraiidinM- jiarud-' "t 
elephanis and Ixunhastii- pmelaiuali<uis m tic j-rite , 
which wer<‘ the nf niucli ridicule all n\et Iihim 

He prepuri'd Ids despatches with his nwn hand, h-aic j'c f!v 
proud of tiis own pectdiar sl\de. 

In 1843 he einharked on attoiher war atoiin-t tic An ii.-. 
of 8ind, where Kir Charles Napier \'ith 31100 h’.rui. h 
troops dcfealt'd 2(h(K)d Baluchis af i\liani. By thi'-> \icirir\ 
Ellenborough was able t.o secure the redpeniiu' ef }!».■ 
waterway of ilu' Indus for trade; aiui subsetjuent!y. nn the 
excuse that the Aiuirs had not adiiereii to their treatie:', 
he annexed that province an«l so ensured penetratifui uiO) 
the, heart of the Punjab the occasion of the tele'uam 
“Peccavi"-- (I have Sind). 'Phis war he fnllnued up ly 
an attack on Cwtilior, when" on tite death of the reiptuni; 
Maharajah the Ranee had tried to pliiee an adopted son 
on the throne. In this catiifiaign Kllenbortaigh wa,N ftiiiiself 
present at the battle of Maharajahpore. when the Mahrafta 
army was defeated and the state of (.’walior taken over. 

But despite these victories he had not endeared him -elf 
to the directors at hon»»; he hat! pur.miet! a policy of 
war rather than peace, he had iuerea.sed rutlier than 
diminished expenditure, he hud treatiai their tfe?,pHfe}te,H 
with disrespect, and by his favouriti.sin of tin* Ann} he had 
provoked his Civil Kervants. In IK44 he was recalled, 
after an eventful tavo years which had indeed e,xpantie<! the 
limits of Britain’s [lower in India and had certainly 
maintained her name. On his return to Englatal la- war 
made a O.O.B. and created an earl, iiaviiig already received 
the thanks of Parliament for his conduct <tf tlie Afghan 
campaign. 

In 1846 he rejoined the f’alunet of Kir Robert !'«•*•} 
as First Lord of the Admiralty, but resigm**! with hw 
leader a few months later. By this time he bad jua|mre«t 
the reputation of an erratic genius, n man wim would 
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tolerate no control; being, in the words of Queen Victoria, 
“entirely unable to submit to general ruh's of conduct. 
But he was a practised orator, lull of knowledgr* and 
experience, and a valuable member of his party in o[)posi- 
tion. Grladstone told Curzon that Ellenborough was the 
best speaker of his day in the House of Jjords. Hi' spoke. 
strongly against the Crimean War; and in lSo8 Lord 
Derby included him in his Cov(*rnment ns id’<'si{!i>ut of f lu* 
Board of Control (for the fourth time). But in t his i«>sit ion, 
by allowing a private letter of rebuke to Lord Canning, 
then Governor-General of India, to be ])ubli.sh<‘d in the 
press, he offended both the Queen atid Parliament; and 
to avoid a vote of censure which might have displaced the 
Ministry he resigned in June 1850. AfttT this he nevtu’ 
held office again, though he went on taking part, in debates 
for another ten years. He died at Southani on 22nd 
December 1871, leaving no issue; the present Lord Elleii- 
borough is a descendant of his brother. 

Ellenborough, like his father, was a man (d conspieuou.s 
energy and talents, of much industry and information, 
a powerful speaker and a gcmlin(^ authority on bireigu 
and military affairs, though, like his father, overbt'aring 
and impatient of correction. Pomjious and th(*alri<'al. and 
much maligned during his lifetime for his act ions in India, 
it is now generally admitted that on a long view they were 
right, and that his faults, mostly specious, were more than 
compensated for by the enduring results of hi.s Indian 
administration, short and chequered as it was. 
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VISCOUNT HARDINGE 

1844-1848 

H enry HARDINGE, afterwards Viscount Hardinge, 
was born on 30th March 1785 at Wrotham in Kent, 
the third son of the Rev. Henry Hardinge, Rector of 
Stanhope, County Dxirham, by Frances, daughter of James 
Best of Boxley in Kent. His family came from King’s 
Norton in Derbyshire, where an ancestor had raised a troop 
of horse for Charles I and had been knighted at the Restora¬ 
tion. His grandfather was Nicholas Hardinge, Clerk of the 
House of Commons, who had married Jane, daughter of 
Sir John Pratt, Chief Justice of the King’s Bench. 

Henry Hardinge’s eldest brother, Charles, succeeded to 
the baronetcy of an Irish uncle and became a parson like his 
father; his second brother, George, a captain in the Navy, was 
killed in 1808 in an action with the French off Ceylon; and 
his youngest brother, Richard, rose to be a major-general. 

Henry himself was educated at Durham, and at the 
age of fifteen joined the Queen’s Rangers in Canada, where 
he remained until 1804, when he was promoted captain in 
the 57th Foot. He then entered the Royal Military 
Academy at High Wycombe as a student, and did so well 
that he was posted to the Quartermaster-General’s staff 
of Sir Brent Spencer, who went out in command of the 
Peninsular expedition in 1807. 

Hardinge’s career in Spain and Portugal was a succession 
of solid service and dashing exploits. He was wounded at 
Vimiera and was by the side of Sir John Moore at Corunna. 
Promoted major on Sir W. Beresford’s staff in Portugal, 
he took part in the battles of Busaco and Badajos and was 
twice mentioned in despatches. 
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At Albuera he specially distinguished himself, the timely 
orders that he gave, largely on his own rcsjionsihility, 
having much to do with the victory. At Vittoria lu*. was 
again wounded, and by 1814 he was in conunaiul of a, 
Portuguese brigade at Toulon. 

In 1815, having been twelve times nK'ntioiied in 
despatches for distinguished services, he was ktnghted, 
made a K.C.B. and promoted lieutenant-c.olunt'l in the 
Glrenadier Guards, all before he was thirty years of age. 
He was sent to the Congress of Vienna with Sir Charles 
Stewart, and on the escape of Napoleon from Klha he wa.s 
attached as liaison officer, with the rank of brigadier-general, 
to Prince Blucher’s staff; the Duke of Wellington had great 
-confidence in his alertness and ability as a staff officer. 

At Ligny Hardinge had his left hand shot, off', hut he 
remained at his post throughout the action until he. was 
carried to the Prince’s headquarters; and whf'U he event¬ 
ually arrived in an ambulance at the, Palais de St, Cloud 
a line of Blucher’s guards received him holding t()r<>h{*K, 
and he was put to sleep in the Empress Marie Louise’s 
bed. It was to him that Bliicher said, “JAeber Freiiitd, ieh 
stinke dwas!” (he had taken medifhui). After Watm-loo, 
Wellington devoted a special gazette to Ilarding('’.H s<irvi<'es, 
and later gave him Napoleon’s sword to wiiar; whihj the, 
King of Prussia decorated him with the Prussian Order of 
Merit. During these campaigns Hardingts was wounded 
four times, had four horses shot under him, rer^cived four 
steps in rank and ten foreign decorations. 

On returning to England Hardinge entered Parliament, 
being elected first for Durham and later for St (hu'mans, 
Newport and Launceston successively. In 1821 ho inarrie.d 
Lady Emily James, a daughter of the 1st Marquess of 
Londonderry, and formetly wife of the British Minister in 
the Netherlands. He thus became a brother-in-law of 
Castlereagh and EUenborough. 

Two years later he was appointed Clerk of the Ordnance, 
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and in 1828 lie entered the Cabinet as Secretary at War. 
For a short time in 1830 and 1834 he was Chief Secretary 
for Ireland, for both Wellington and Peel were his close 
friends and placed implicit trust in his loyalty and judg¬ 
ment. T\nien he was appointed to Ireland someone asked 
Wellington whether he was strong enough for the post. 
The Duke said: “Hardinge will do; he always under¬ 
stands what he undertakes and never undertakes anything 
he does not understand.” Indeed, in all his posts Hardinge 
was successful both as a statesman and as a speaker. He 
was known as “the Soldiers’ Friend.” Many fundamental 
principles in the organisation of the Army were initiated by 
him; recruiting, pensions, discipline, finance and armaments 
being all subjects to which he gave his closest attention. 
He was also a popular and famous adviser as regards duels, 
his tact and sense of honour being universally respected. 

In 1842 he was offered the Command-in-Chief in India. 
’Pliis Ik; rcffused; but two years later, at the age of fi.fty- 
nine, he acc(;pt(Hl the post of Governor-General, in succes¬ 
sion to his brother-in-law, Lord Ellenborough. 

On his journ(;y out he had an interview with the Khedive 

Egypt, and after inspecting Aden he arrived in Calcutta 
in July 1844. It was known that a war with the Sikhs in 
the North-West was probable, for their capital at Lahore 
had b(;cn torn with dissensions since the death of their ruler, 
Ranjit Singh, five years previously; and after the recent 
British defeats in Afghanistan the Sikh leaders looked 
forward to easy victories. In 1846 a Sikh army of 60,000 
men with 150 guns crossed the Sutlej and invaded British 
territory. The Commander-in-Chief, Sir Hugh Gough, 
fought four pitched battles in three weeks and finally 
defeated the enemy at Sobraon, when Lahore surrendered. 
This was the first Sikh War. The infant son of Ranjit 
Singh was then appointed Rajah; and a British force and 
Resident were quartered in the Punjab. Hardinge himself 
had taken part in the campaign, insisting on serving under 
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Gough, though his senior in rank. They h;u3, however, 
several difierences of opinion as to the eoiuluct of tlu^ 
operations, in which Hardinge ns {Jovernor-dcnc'ral 
occasionally overrode (rightly) his (‘oinni!in<h'r-in-(huei. 
He also gave up his own baggage animals, 300 eannhs 
and 60 elephants, to the Army Commissariat. .After tliis 
campaign Hardinge was raised to the pi'eragt' ns a \ ise<.iint 
and was granted a pension of £3000 a yi'ar lor lile. 

The remaining years of his rule in India wen* (juiet and 
were mainly devoted to public works; tlie. Cangt's canal, 
a civil engineers’ college, sanatoria, tea culture and t he. 
care of ancient monuments were among the subjects to 
which he paid special attention. 

In 1848, at his own request, he w-as relieved of Ids ollica*, 
being succeeded by Lord Dalhousie; and four yeai’s aftei' 
his return to England, on the death of the Duke of 
WelMngton, he was appointed Commau<ier-in-('hi(d' of 
the British Army. But for this post lie was rather old and 
perhaps too closely wedded to the former routine; and 
though he made some useful changf's in tin' organisation 
of the Army, the outbreak of the Crimean War found it 
not as up to date as it might have been. 

In 1855, at the age of seventy, he was nuuh- a, Field- 
Marshal, but in the following year he was at tackl'd by 
paralysis when attending the Queen at an Aldershot review 
where he had recently started the permanent military 
camp. He died at South Park on 24th September 1856. 
His grandson Charles, Lord Hardinge. of ihinshurst,, was 
Viceroy of India from 1910 to 1916. The pre,sent viscount, 
is his great-grandson. 

Hardinge was one of the most gallant of soldiiws, able, 
courageous and hard-working, with a high sense of honour 
and duty. Though his short term of ofRee in India came 
late in life, he shewed plenty of strength and breadth of 
view in his administration there. But it is in the Army, to 
which he was devoted, that his name is best remembered. 
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MARQUESS OP DALHOUSIE 
1848-1856 

I AMIiiS ANDRPjW BROUN-JRAMSAY, afterwards Bari 
O and Marquess of Dalliousie, was born at Dalliousie Castle 
in Midlothian on 22nd April 1812, the third son of George, 
9th earl in the Scots peerage, by Christian, daughter and 
heiress of James Broun of Coulston, County Haddington. 
His father, of an ancient Lowland family, was a distinguished 
soldier who had commanded a division in the Peninsular 
War, fought at Waterloo as a lieutenant-general, and in 
1815 was made a G.C.B. and given a barony of the United 
Kingdom. From 1819 to 1828 he was Governor-General of 
Canada, and from 1829 to 1832 Commander-in-Chief in 
India. Sir Walter Scott, his schoolfellow and lifelong 
fiiend, called him always steady, wise and generous,** and 
his wife “amiable, intelligent and lovely.** 

James Ramsay passed his childhood in Canada and was 
then sent to Harrow. While he was there Lord Hastings, 
an old Harrovian and just back from governing India' 
came down and gave the boys £2 apiece, an impressive 
recollection tor them all. Ramsay went on to Christ 
Church, where he had as friends W. E. Gladstone, Canning 
and Elgin, two of whom were also to be Governors-General 
of India. After a tour in Northern Italy, by the death of 
his eldest brother in 1832 he became his father’s heir and 
was then styled Lord Ramsay. In 1835 he contested 
Edinburgh against Campbell, a future Lord Chancellor, 
and Abercrombie, a future Speaker, but was beaten' 
though his vigorous speeches made a good impression.' 
In the following year he married Lady Susan Play, daughter 
of George, 8th Marquess of Tweeddale, and in 1837 was 
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elected M.P. for Haddington, sitting first as a Conservative 
and later as a Peelite. But Ms service in the House of 
Comnaons was short, for in 1839 he succeeded his father 
and took his seat in the House of Lords. For a, time he 
served as Grand Master of Scottish Fretmiasons, and also 
as an Elder in the General Assembly of the Cliurch of 
Scotland; but though he had advanced ideas lu' woidd 
not accept all the proposals of innovations, so he piajti'sted 
and left the Assembly. 

In 1843, after Sir Eobert Peel became Prime iMinister, 
Dalhousie was made Vice-President of tlu^ ISoard ot '^Prade 
under his friend Gladstone; and two years Isiter sueccH'ded 
bim as President. It was the time of railway development, 
and to this he devoted his mind. Though himself in 
favour of state railways, he adapted hi.s vie-ws to the 
national system of free competition, and during a whole 
year he examined personally every railway selKmu? in tin' 
country, labouring at his office day and night,, his table 
stacked with plans. He was always a glutton for work. 

Before going out of office Peel had made Dalhousie. Lord 
Clerk Eegister in Scotland, a post worth £1200 a year, 
which was a welcome addition to his limit(Ml inconue Lord 
John Eussell, on becoming Premi(ir, offered him a pla(;e 
in the Cabinet, and on his refusing tliis made him a .Knight 
of the Thistle. But when Eussell pressed him to go to 
India as Governor-General, Dalhousie, with Pee.Fsafjproval, 
accepted, and in 1848, at the early age of thirty-fivt*., lu^ 
arrived in Calcutta, already regarded as a genius. 

He at once settled down to the hardest work, making 
himself master of every detail of administration and never 
sparing himself ; this was always one of his leading traits. 
“ He did an immense amount of work with his own hand 
in a handwriting singularly neat and clear, with a lucid but 
caustic style. His speeches were concise and clear and 
he had a keen sense of the ludicrous.” The chief e.vents 
which marked his eight years’ rule in India were tlie 
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conquest of tlie Punjab and of Lower Burma, the con¬ 
solidation of seven native states, and the laying of railways 
(his/orie) and telegraphs all over the country. The second 
Sikh War in 1849 and the capture of the Punjab were really 
forced upon Dalhousie by the insolence of the Sikhs and the 
murder of two British ofi&cers. After a varying campaign 
and a Pyrrhic victory at Chillianwalla the Sikhs were 
finally defeated at Grujerat, and the Punjab annexed, 
being placed under a Board of which Sir Henry Lawrence 
was made President. For these successes Dalhousie was 
thanked by Parliament and created a marquess in 1849. 

Two years later the King of Burma’s attitude to British 
merchants became so oppressive and his own Govern¬ 
ment so tyrannical that after a lapse of a quarter of a 
century a second Burmese war was begun. Eangoon and 
Pegu were taken by assault by the British; and Dalhousie, 
who had himself largely prepared the administrative 
military work, went to Rangoon and inaugurated the new 
province of Lower Burma. 

His domestic policy was equally fortunate. The succes¬ 
sion in several of the feudatory states—Nagpur, Battra 
and Jhansi had latterly given rise to dangerous dynastic 
disputes; while Oudh for many years had been grossly 
misgoverned by its native rulers. They were accordingly 
all taken over by the British Raj, though their annexation 
was criticised at home. Meanwhile the Governor-General 
had set up an Indian Public Works Department, had laid 
a railroad, post and telegraph system over much of the 
country, and had inaugurated steam communication by sea 
with England. He also developed irrigation, lowered local 
taxes, and extended education and civil rights to all 
classes of the population. So useful and beneficent was 
his rule that his term of office was twice extended; and 
it was only when his health had quite broken down in 1856 
that he resigned. 

He had already lost his wife; and this blow, with his 
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incessant devotion to work, had gradnaily turned him 
from a strong man into a complete invalid. 

The East India Company gave him ii ])ensiou of £5000 
a year; bnt he was unable to takcj any furtluu- part, 
in public life. After his return home h<' was gn-aily 
shattered by the events of the Indian Mutiny and l)y the 
many attacks in the press which were, raadt'. on him; for 
the neglect of proper military preparations wen', ascribed 
to him, though he had always pressed for a Ix'ttc'r uTid 
larger army. On 19th December 1860 he died at Dalhoiisie; 
and as he left no son his marquessab; cx])ire(l. 

Dalhousie was a slight and small but handsome man. 
Of a very masterful disposition and somewluit of a, tlumrist 
he had pronounced views, usually acquirc'd by liis own 
personal study and examination. He was a good judg(‘ of 
character and a loyal friend to his subordinat('s. but- 
thoroughly conscious of his own power aufi position. 
GreviUe called him “a good man of ])rains and an e.xeellent 
speaker”; Broughton thought him “sensible, (»f good 
capacity though without much instruc.tion or brilliancy.” 
Less friendly critics held him “vain, despotic, r('S(‘.nting 
opposition, with little imagination or und<>rstanding of 
Indians.” Essentially peaceful, he on more tlian om* o<-ca- 
sion overruled his generals on military (pie.siions. ILul lu'. 
stuck to political life in England he, would almost (autainly 
have gone very high, but he pn'ierred to {h'vob'. all his 
energies to the government of India and its people—con¬ 
solidating its internal states, developing its coiPmunica- 
tions and adding to it four large king(iomH on the East 
and West. Lord Curzon regarded him <i,.s incomparaldy 
the greatest administrator who was charged with t.lie 
destinies of India since Warren Hastings. 
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EARL CANNING 

Governor-General and Viceroy {from 1858) 
1856-1862 

/^HAELBS JOHN CANNING, afterwards Viscount 
and Earl (Janning, was born at Gloucester Lodge in 
Brompton on 14th. December 1812, the third son of George 
Canning of Dublin, who had recently been Foreign Secretary 
and was to become Prime Minister fifteen years later. The 
Cannings were originally small squires in Garvagh; but 
George had a younger brother, Stratford, who had become 
a prosperous merchant; while he himself had married 
Joan Scott, daughter and co-heiress of General John 
Scott of Balcomie, another of whose daughters was the 
wife of the 4th Duke of Portland, son of the Prime 
Minister. 

Charles Canning was educated at Eton, where he acquired 
some prestige. While he was there his father died after 
being for a few months Prime Minister, His mother was 
then created a viscountess, a title to which Charles later 
became heir by the death of his elder brothers. He went 
on to Christ Church, where he took a first in classics. 
Elgin and Dalhousie, also to be Governors-General of 
India, were his contemporaries. 

In his twenty-first year he married Charlotte, daughter 
of Lord Stewart de Eothesay. She was “perfectly lovely 
from infancy”; while Canning, like his father, was 
“singularly handsome, a great gentleman in character and 
demeanour.” 

In August 1836 he was elected M.P. for Warwick, and a 
few months later he succeeded his mother and entered 
the House of Lords, In 1841 he was made Under-Secretary 
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at the Foreign Office by Sir Eobert Peel, and on^ the 
latter’s resignation in 1846 he was sworn a Privy Councillor. 
On the Conservatives returning to office Canning was 
offered by Lord Derby the post of Foreign Secretary; 
but this for party reasons he felt unable to accept. Next 
year, however, he became Postmaster-General under 
Aberdeen, and he continued in that post under Palmerston 
until in 1855 he was appointed Governor-General of India, 
a post that had been offered to his father a generation 
earlier. 

He went out full of high hopes, determined to ])ursuo 
the path of peace, though well aware, as he said, that in 
the East not even the wisest Government can command it. 
Almost at once he found himself obliged to declare war 
on Persia, which was attacking Herat in the west of 
Afghanistan. The campaign was successfully concluded 
in a few months; and then suddenly, in May 1857, canie 
the Mutiny. 

The Indian Mutiny broke out almost a century after 
the battle of Plassey (23rd June 1757-lOth May 1867). 
Many causes contributed to it. Lord Dalhousie had 
recently annexed several native states and dispossessed 
their ruhng dynasties. He had laid up and down the 
peninsula lines of telegraphs and railways, the strength and 
value of which were already being realised and feared by 
the natives; Indians of whatever caste, birth or education 
were still debarred from all the higher posts in the Army 
or Civil Service; the Crimean War had left an iray)ression 
all over India that the English were not invincible; while 
many Indians believed their own troops to have been largely 
responsible for the recent conquest of the Punjab. Whether 
or not any foreign influence was behind the Mutiny is still 
not known; but there were certainly many discontented 
Indian princes; there was a belief that the century of 
Enghsh rule was now to come to an end; and there was a 
general fear among the Sepoys that India was to be 
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christianised. Colour was given to this by a panic talk 
which ran through the native regiments that some new 
issues of cartridges were greased with cows’ or pigs’ fat, 
sacred or unclean animals respectively to Hindus and 
Muslims. In this tale there was some truth; and with 
sufficient fuel to hand the spark was sufficient to set it 
alight. 

The Mutiny began at Meerut, the largest military 
station in Northern India. On a Sunday afternoon in May 
a Sepoy regiment mutinied against their British officers. 
No sufficient action was taken at once; and next morning 
Delhi followed suit. At Delhi there were large stores 
of arms; and in the palace there lived, a virtual prisoner, 
the last of the old Mogul Emperors, Bahadur Shah—a 
rallying point for disaffection. 

The movement spread like wildfire along the Ganges 
valley. Jails were broken open, magazines seized, 
Europeans and Christians, men, women and children, 
were massacred wholesale; and organised insurgent bands 
were soon formed. At first the British authorities were 
slow to take action; but in the North-West the Sikhs 
stood firm to their alliance with the British; and the 
Punjab did not rise. 

The seizure of Delhi cut the great line of communication 
which ran across Upper India from Calcutta to Peshawar; 
though the heroism of a few Englishmen under Lieutenant 
Willoughby blew up the magazine at Delhi and denied 
that immense store of ammunition to the.rebels. Canning 
was far away in Eastern Bengal, where there was only a 
single Engfish regiment, outnumbered ten times by the 
Sepoys. Westwards, at Benares and Allahabad, there 
were only native troops—at Cawnpore five Indian regiments 
and fifty-nine English gunners, with a large non-combatant 
European population;-—at Lucknow three battahons, a 
regiment and a battery, all natives, with only 570 English 
infantry. Near Delhi, at Meerut, a powerful British force 

73 






VICEROYS OP INDIA 


of ail arms was paralysed by a nerveless commander. 
Only in the Punjab were there sufficient British and loyal 
native troops to hold their own. Beyond lh'slia.war stood 
the wild and uncertain tribes of Afghanistan. 

But Canning kept calm. He brought in from other parts 
of India British troops, and even secured some from Jjord 
Elgin’s expedition then on its way to China; while b\' 
force and art John Lawrence, a Civil Sei'vant, held the 
Punjab. Delhi was besieged by the British; Oudh and the. 
North-West Provinces were maintained by the, foia-ed 
marches and incredible exploits of small columns h'.d by 
Havelock, Outram and Nicholson, and through the coui'agi'. 
of the tenuous garrisons in Lucknow and ( lawnpore; until 
a new Commander-in-Chief, Sir Colin Campbell, a.fte.rwa,rds 
Lord Clyde, came at last to their rescue. By the (md of the 
year the fall of Delhi and the final relief of Lucknow brought 
the war to its real close and the Mutiny was di'hiated. 
The old Mogul Emperor was imprisoned for life at Rangoon; 
his sons had been shot by Hodson of Hodson's Horse. 
Some smaller centres of resistance rcmiained activ(>. for 
several months; and it was two years Indore, the last 
rebels were finally beaten. 

Meanwhile in England, after the first surprise, and shmsk, 
a Bill had been introduced in Parliament to transhm the 
government of India from the East India Company to 
the Crown. It thus became Lord Canning’s lot not only 
to suppress the Mutiny but to initiate the peaceful rcjvolu¬ 
tion that followed it. Through both, tasks he preserved 
his equanimity, being equally abused for his severity and 
his mercy. After the Bill had been passed he announci'd 
it at a Durbar at Allahabad on 1st November 1858, and 
himself became the first Viceroy. This title was not strictly 
official but denoted that he personally represented the 
Sovereign. He and his successors continued to be also 
Governors-General. In 1869 peace was proclaimed; 
and Canning followed this up by a progress through the 
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North of India when he received the homage of the princes. 
Lord Roberts in ‘'Forty-one Years in India” gives a 
brilliant first-hand picture of these years. 

The Mutiny cost India about £40,000,000 and increased 
the resulting annual military expenditure by a fourth 
of that, amount. Despite its horrors and expense it was 
probably of much good botli to .England and India; for 
it gav('. to eac;!i a. new view of the power of the other 
and of th(>ir own duties if they wished to live in amity and 
unity. 'Fhe. antiquated aiul often narrow-minded rule of 
the Last India, (Vunpany, which had done well enough 
in its time, now came to an end, and was succeeded by 
that of the India Office in London where wider and longer 
political vi(Hvs (;ould be ta,k(',n. 

Ih)r a, time, (fanning was unpopular both at home and 
with the English in India. He was called Clemency 
(.lanning because he insisted that culprits should be tried 
anfl tr('a,1',cd wiilt just.i(!(', and that a distinction should be 
made lietween insliigators of revolt and their ignorant 
followers; foi- he. had always maintained his courage. He 
had refus(‘d, against tin; advice of John Lawrence, to 
retire from the lands Ixyond the Indus, and by his reliance 
on th('. (x.)urag(', of Henry Lawrence Lucknow was held and 
saved. Rut the proc.-eHs of pacification was as strenuous 
and severe as it was criticised. 

In 1858 Canning issued a proclamation dealing with the 
rebel state, of Oudh. 'Phis document was adversely com¬ 
mented on and tlu'. comment published in London by Lord 
Ellenborougli, then IVcsident of the Board of Control, an 
ac,tion which greatly annoyed the Queen and the Govern¬ 
ment; but Canning contented himself with a calm and 
dignified reply; and Bllenborough eventually had to resign. 

Canning’s last years in India were devoted to placing 
the provinces in order, and to confirming the loyalty of 
chiefs and people, though he still had plenty of opposition 
even from his own subordinates; and his patience and 
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tenacity were taxed to the utmost. He was laboi-ious at 
work and not a particularly good man of business. 

In 1859 he was advanced to an earldom, an<l in the 
following years he held a series of Durbars all over those 
parts of the country where the worst scenes of the Mutiny 
had been enacted. He was received with genuine joy 
and submission, but the journey back to Calcutta in the 
hot weather impaired his failing health; and he, was 
further shaken by the death of his wife, who died of jungle, 
fever in 1861. 

In the folloAving March he retired, and on his arrival 
in England he was given the Garter. A few weeks later he 
died in London, on 17th June 1862. He left no issiu'. and 
all his titles expired. He was buried in Westminster 
Abbey. 

Canning was a man born to sue.cess. His fatlu'r, a man 
of remarkable talents, had been Prime Minister. He had 
marked talents himself and was aided by means and con¬ 
nection. At the University, in Parliament and in India he 
devoted himself to his work with the conscientious character 
that was his mainstay. Cold, repressed and oft('n opinion¬ 
ated, he was absolutely just; and he carried through the 
darkest days of a great crisis with the patient and tenacious 
courage that earned for him the respect of those who best 
knew what his local circumstances were and what risks he 
had to run. “Magnanimous, the mirror of honour, he was 
the pattern of a high-minded and fearless statesman.” 
In Lord Curzon’s words, he was calm amid the tumult, 
silent in the face of obloquy, resolute upon the great and 
crowning lesson of mercy. He had brave and brilliant men 
to support him, but it was largely his own guidance and 
inspiration which brought their work to a successful 
issue. 
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EARL OF ELGIN 

1862-1863 


TAMES BRUCE, afterwards Earl of Elgin and Kin- 
cardiac in Scotland, was born in Park Lane, London, 
on 20th July 1811, the third but eventually first sur¬ 
viving son of Thomas, 7th and 10th Earl, by Elizabeth, 
daughter of James Oswald of Dunnekeir, sometime 
Auditor of the Scottish Exchequer. His father, a 
lieutenant-general and a representative peer for Scotland, 
had had a long and distinguished career as a diplomat, 
and whilst Ambassador at Constantinople had secured 
from the Parthenon at Athens the famous Elgin marbles, 
which he later sold to the British Museum for half what 
they had cost him, £74,000. The Bruces were connected 
with the old Scottish kings and for five hundred years had 
played an honoured part in the history of their country. 

James Bruce N^as educated at Eton and Christ Church, 
where he took a first in classics, was President of the Union 
and was made a Eellow of Merton. Among Ids contem¬ 
poraries were W. E. Gladstone, Dalhousie and Canning, 
the two latter of whom were to be his immediate pre¬ 
decessors as Governors-General of India. 

In 1840 his elder brother. Lord Bruce, died; and in the 
following yc^ar he married Elizabeth Mary, daughter of 
Charles Gumming Bruce of Dunphail in county Stirling. 
He was elected M.P. for Southampton and soon afterwards 
seconded the address in Parliament which caused the fall 
of Lord Melbourne’s Government. Pour months later his 
father died, and as a Scottish peer he then vacated hia 
seat in the House of Commons. 

Early in 1842 Elgin was appointed Governor of Jamaica. 
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Here he did really good work in improving the finances, 
the system of agriculture and the education of the negro 
population. He left such a satisfactory record that in 1846 
he was offered by Lord John Russell the Governor-General¬ 
ship of Canada. While in Jamaica Elgin liad lost liis 
wife; and he now married Lady Mary Laml)ton, daughter 
of the 1st Earl of Durham, who had held the same office 
a few years earlier. Canada was at that time poor and 
disunited. The Rebellion of 1838 had not been forgotten ; 
the British and French populations were mutually antag¬ 
onistic; and the Free Trade Act of 1846 had cost tlie 
millowners heavy losses. 

At first Elgin had a difficult time in Canada. He was 
even stoned when going to open Parliament, and he had 
to remove the seat of government from Montreal to 
Quebec and Toronto. But he was cautious, sensible and 
patient, and by the time his eight years of office were over 
he had become a popular and successful Governor; among 
other exploits and mainly by his own personal exertions, 
he had concluded a valuable reciprocity treaty with the 
United States. While in Canada he had been made a 
Knight of the Thistle and given a barony of the United 
Kingdom with a seat in the House of Lords, and in 1854 
when'he came home he had a promising reputation. 

For two years he remained silent and independent, 
though Lord Palmerston offered him a place in his Cabinet. 
Then in 1867 he was asked to go as special Envoy to China 
in order to settle some long outstanding disputes, if 
necessary by arms. He was accompanied by a considerable 
force ; but on arriving at Singapore he received despatches 
from Lord Canning in India informing him of the outbreak 
of the Mutiny and asking him urgently for help. Elgin 
could take decisions quickly; he at once sent off the whole 
of his troops to India; and this undoubtedly bore a great 
part in finally quelling the rebellion. He went on alone 
to Hong Kong, but finding his expected reinforcements did 
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not materialise, lie sailed back to Calcutta, and even left 
with Canning the ship of war in which he was travelling. 

As soon as fresh troops had arrived he returned to 
Canton, captured it, and then proceeded to Tientsin, 
where in 1858 he concluded a satisfactory treaty with the 
Manchu Emperor, providing for the establishment of a 
British Legation at Peking, proper facilities for British 
trade, protection for British subjects and a sufficient war 
indemnity. He then continued his voyage to Japan, where 
he made another treaty for the opening of some Japanese 
ports to British traders. When he got home to England 
in 1859 he was given the Freedom of the City of London and 
made a G.C.B.; and soon afterwards he joined Palmerston’s 
Ministry as Postmaster-General. 

But the Chinese Government did not ratify the treaty 
Elgin had made; and he had to be sent out again with a 
larger contingent of troops than before. After several 
hazardous adventures of shipwreck near Ceylon (during 
which he sat calmly on the poop talking to his French 
colleague) and treacherous assaults by Chinese mandarins, 
he eventually again defeated their army, destroyed the 
Emperor’s Summer Palace at Peking, and dictated stringent 
terms of peace under the walls of the capital. His maxim 
for dealing with the Chinese was “Never make a demand 
which is not absolutely just, and when you make a just 
demand see that you get it.” He returned to England 
early in 1861, and a month later was offered the Viceroyalty 
of India to relieve Lord Canning. 

He arrived in Calcutta in March 1862 and found a full 
and serious programme before him. He was only fifty, 
but he had recently led a hard life, and he now suffered 
much from the Indian climate. His chief task was to carry 
out the many rearrangements resulting from the Mutiny 
which Canning had left for his completion. After spending 
some months in Calcutta studying the position, he travelled 
north to Benares, Agra and Delhi, where he held, Durbars 
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and met the local chiefs and officials, to whom his genial 
maimers and social tastes endeared him. He passed the 
summer at Simla and then started by a mountain journey 
for Lahore; hut in crossing a rocky valley in the Himalayas 
by a swinging wooden bridge he was put to great physical 
exertion which brought on a severe heart attack; and a 
few days later he died, and was buried at Dharmsala on 
20th November 1863. Sir Eobert Napier and Sir William 
Denison respectively officiated until the arrival of his 
successor in the following year. Thirty years later his 
eldest son became Viceroy of India. The present earl is 
his grandson. 

Elgin was a practical, resolute man with a strong sense of 
duty and a forceful character. An active and experienced 
Governor, he liked administration and did it well. Short, 
stout and florid, with a quick, ready manner, he had plenty 
of good sense, tact and a love for steady hard work. 
Anxious to follow the ways of peace, he was forced to have 
recourse to military measures, but he was a pattern of the 
best type of public servant, and able to adapt himself to 
circumstances. Of his fifty-two years of life, eighteen were 
spent in some of the highest positions under the Crown, 
always with honour and usually with success. 


80 



JOHN LAWKENCE 


LORD LAWRENCE 






LORD LAWRENCE 
1863-1869 


TOHN LAIED MAIR LAWRENCE, afterwards 1st 
Lord Lawrence, was born at Richmond, Yorkshire, on 
4th March 1811, the sixth son and eighth child of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Alexander Lawrence, 19th Foot, by Catherine 
Letitia, daughter of the Rev. George Knox, Rector of 
Stabane in Antrim. His father, whose family had been domi¬ 
ciled in Ireland for many years, was a hard-worldng regular 
soldier of no fortune or influence, who had won his com¬ 
mission in India, to whose service he sent five of his sons. 

John Lawrence was educated at a number of schools 
as his father’s regiment moved from garrison to garrison, 
but he did not particularly distinguish himself at any 
of them. History was his principal reading, and at Foyle 
College in Londonderry he learned of the famous siege of 
that city. He had always wanted to be a soldier, but 
being offered a writership in the East India Company’s 
service he sacrificed his own wishes, and after two years’ 
preparation at Haileybury he went out to Calcutta in 1829 
with his elder brother Henry and his sister Honoria. 

His first post was at Delhi, where he worked as assistant 
to the Resident and later as Magistrate and Collector in 
th(i districts of Panepat and Gurgaon. As a revenue 
offic(ir he devoted himself to his duties, working morning, 
noon and night, and acquiring that profound and detailed 
knowledge of the native customs, agriculture and languages 
which was later to stand him in such good stead. The 
provincial government was still patriarchal; and the 
prosperity of the peasants, on which the whole Indian 
economy was based, depended on the land tax. This 
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Lawrence always assessed low, and in two extensive 
famines wticli took place during kis early days he acquired 
a deep S 3 nnpathy for the humble, hard-worked native 
population, who soon recognised his goodwill and ability. 

After eight years of this solid and useful service he was 
promoted to be Settlement Officer in Etewah, but being 
struck down by fever he had to go home on furlough. 
While in Ireland in August 1842 he married Harriet 
Catherine, daughter of the Eev. Eichard Hamilton, 
Eector of Culdafi in County Donegal. For some time he 
then travelled on the Continent to recover his health; but 
his fever still remained, and he was advised not to return to 
India. He replied that he must go back there if only to di(}. 

Late in 1842 he was appointed First Civil Judge, 
Magistrate and Collector in Delhi, where he remained for 
four years. There in 1845 Lord Hardinge, the Governor- 
General, met him and was greatly impressed by the 
“vehement, hard-riding young man.” Lawrence’s two 
soldier brothers, Henry and George, had already made 
themselves known as capable officers; and Hardinge, 
recognising the future value of this third Lawrence, in 1846 
selected him to be Commissioner of the newly acquired Sikh 
territory. “Send me up John Lawrence” he telegraphed 
to the Lieutenant-Governor of the North-West Provinces. 

The country which Lawrence had to administer lay, 
across the Sutlej and was in an unsettled, discontented 
and dangerous state; for after the late war many of the 
Eajahs had been dispossessed, and the stigma of dcifeat 
lay heavily on a warlike population. But Lawrence 
approached his problem in a friendly and statesmanlike 
spirit, until he gradually acquired the trust and indeed 
the afiection of his new subjects. His brother, now Sir 
Henry, was Chief Commissioner of the Punjab at Lahore, 
where John occasionally relieved him; and though the two 
did not always see eye to eye, they always had the true in¬ 
terests of India at h eart. For a time, with C. G. Mansel, these 
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three ruled the Punjab as a Board; and on one occasion, 
by prompt action, John Lawrence saved the province from a 
Sikh rebellion. Later on he was himself made Chief Com¬ 
missioner, and in 1856 he was knighted and given a K.C.B. 

When the Mutiny came, it was Lawrence in his civilian 
capacity who took a large share in its suppression. “Delay,” 
he said, “was-only a less misfortune than repulse.” He 
acted as a sort of unofficial Quartermaster-G-eneral behind the 
British troops which were besieging Delhi, supplying them 
with stores and transport, and also raismg considerable 
levies of regular and irregular troops. His advice to Canning 
in Calcutta was of the highest and most constant value. 

During the Mutiny Lawrence’s brother Henry was killed 
at Lucknow, liolding out gallantly to the end against the 
rebels. John, known all over India as “Jan Larin,” a sort 
of god who could do anything, maintained the loyalty of 
his own province; and after the Mutiny was over. Lord 
Canning wrote: “Through him Delhi fell and the Punjab 
became a source of strength. It is difficult to exaggerate 
the value of such ability, silence and energy at such a 
time.” After the cessation of hostilities Lawrence was as 
distinguished as Canning for his clemency. 

In 1859 he was again forced to take a rest, so he went 
back to Kngland for his first real holiday for seventeen 
years. At lionu; he had become a popular hero. He was 
create.d a baronet, sworn a Privy Councillor and given the 
Fxvedom of tlie City of London and a pension of £2000 
a year. lie was also made a member of the new Council of 
India. But this London work he soon found too sedentary, 
and ho longed, to return to his life in India. The Governor¬ 
ship of Bombay he refused; but at the end of 1863, on 
Lord Elgin’s death, he was offered the Governor-General¬ 
ship, and this he accepted, the first Civil Servant since 
Sir John Shore fifty years earlier to receive it. He had 
oirce said to Colin Campbell, “ The Governor-Generalship 
is too good a post for a fellow like me. ” 
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TTis tenure of his new office was not remarkable for many 
striking events; but he was happy to be again in India. 
He had to direct his attention to retrenchment and reform 
more than to expansion and conquest. Finance, sanita¬ 
tion, railways, forestry and irrigation were his interests. 
Always he maintained his care for the ryot, the backbone 
of Indian life; while on the frontier his policy was one of 
vigilant defence. The amiexation of Bhutan in 1864 and 
the Orissa famine in 1866 were the two most salient features 
of his rule. But he was unsuited both by temperament and 
training for the post of Viceroy. A man of action, he was 
intolerant of discussion or departmental files, and he 
lacked dignity in the conduct of ceremonial. 

He remained in India until January 1869, and on finally 
returning to England he was raised to the peerage as Lord 
Lawrence. But in Parliament he made little mark, rather 
concerning himself with beneficent work such as the 
London School Board, of which he became Chairman, the 
Church Missionary Society and the management of various 
hospitals. His eyesight and his health gradually failed, 
and on 26th July 1879 he died in London at the age of 
sixty-eight and was buried in Westminster Abbey, a 
statue being set up to him in Waterloo Place. The present 
Lord Lawrence is his great-grandson. 

Lawrence was a fanatic for duty and work—a rugged 
token of strength. Pious and severe, with strong military 
instincts and good military knowledge, he knew his work 
and the country of his adoption through and through, and 
he was determined all his life to give of his best and to sea 
justice done. Masterful, impatient of control, unwilling 
to compromise and with many enemies—^neither Dalhousici 
nor Napier the Commander-in-Chief liked him—^he was a 
heroic, powerful and religious figure who contributed as 
much as any other Englishman to the survival of English 
rule in India at the time of its severest test. He well 
deserved his name of the Saviour of the Punjab. 
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EARL OF MAYO 

1869-1872 


■niCHARD SOUTHWELL BOURKE, first styled Lord 
-1-i Naas and later 6tli Earl of Mayo, was born on 21st 
February 1822 in Dublin, the eldest son of Robert Bourke, 
afterwards 5th Earl, by Anne Charlotte, only daughter of 
the Hon. John Jocelyn, fourth son of Robert 1st Earl of 
Roden. The Bourkes, formerly de Burghs, were an ancient 
Irish family established in Mayo and Kildare, who had 
been raised to the Irish peerage in 1781. Robert Bourke, 
son of a Bishop of Waterford and grandson of an Arch¬ 
bishop of Dublin, was a strong erangelical; while his wife 
was equally devoted to religion. 

Richard Bourke spent his early years at Hayes in 
Meath, where he became a good shot and rider. His 
parents were not well off; so he was educated at home and 
took his degree at Trinity College, Dublin, without going 
into residence. At the age of twenty-three he went on a 
short trip to Russia and wrote a thoughtful and successful 
book about his travels. Two years later he took an active 
part in relief work during the Irish famine, when for months 
he almost lived in the saddle; and in 1847 he was elected 
M.P. for Kildare, where he had become well known and 
popular. He then spent some time in London, “a very 
young man with a fine bearing, one of the best waltzers 
in town and made much of.” In Ireland he was an 
active sportsman, farmer and horse-breeder. 

In Parliament he spoke seldom at first, and only about 
things he knew. “No discussion,” said Lord Derby, 
“could be £30 dry but he could enliven it with unforced 
humour which was one of his greatest characteristics.” 
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In 1848 Bourke married Blanche Wyndham, daughter of 
the first Lord Leconfield; and a few months later, on the 
death of his great-uncle, his father succeeded to the 
Irish earldom; and Eichard Bourke then took the courtesy 
title of Lord Naas. 

He was a tall, powerful man, straightforward, active 
and industrious, a moderate Conservative with a thorough 
knowledge of his own country; and in 1852 Lord Derby, 
convinced of his qualifications, appointed him a Privy 
Councillor and Chief Secretary for Ireland—^he was called 
the Boy Secretary—a post which he filled with much 
success in the later Tory administrations, sitting first for 
Coleraine and then for Cockermouth on Lord Leconfield’s 
property in the north of England. 

In 1867 he became Master of the Kildare Hounds and 
within four years had turned its deficit into a balance. 
In 1867, when his father died, he retained his seat in the 
House of Commons as well as his office in the Govern¬ 
ment. His Irish policy was firm in repressing sedition, 
but generally he was conciliating and moderate, especially 
as regards rehgious questions and land compensation. 
Disraeli, like Derby, had a high opinion of Mayo’s sagacity 
and knowledge of men; and in 1868, just before the 
fall of his Government, he appointed him Viceroy of 
India to succeed Lord Lawrence—an appointment which 
Gladstone on coming into office confirmed; and shortly 
afterwards, on a vacancy occurring, made him a Knight 
of St Patrick. 

Mayo arrived in India in January 1869, having visited 
Egypt on his way out. Afghanistan was still to the fore 
in Indian politics. For six years the country had been 
torn by civil war; but at last Shir Ali Khan had established 
himself as Amir; and one of Mayo’s first official acts 
was to assure him of British support and to cosffirm him 
as a loyal ally. Although the Amir did not get all he 
wanted from the Indian Government, a satisfactory agree- 
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ment was arrived at. Mayo followed a similar friendly 
policy with other frontier states, and he was particularly 
wise in peaceful dealings with the great feudatory chiefs, 
for he disliked punitive expeditions. 

Finance always occupied his closest attention. He 
dealt with deficits by raising the salt and income taxes 
and reducing expenditure on public works and on the 
military services. Kailway construction he developed by 
means of loans, and he took charge himself of the Public 
Works Department as well as that of Foreign Affairs. 
He had excellent business-like habits. 

Agriculture and education were other matters in which 
he shewed a special interest; the Mayo College at Ajmir 
was started by him. He travelled about India more than 
any of his predecessors had done, covering in his three 
years of rule over 20,000 miles. It was he who really 
introduced the system of provincial administration that 
later gave so great an impulse to local government. He 
worked with tremendous energy, his physical strength 
and trained mental vigour keeping him in sound health. 
He had always paid constant and kindly attention to 
prison discipline and reform; and early in 1872, when 
visiting the penal settlement in the Andaman Islands in 
the Bay of -Bengal, as he was getting into a boat in the 
twilight he was stabbed to death, on 8th February, by an 
embittered Afghan convict, oddly named Shir Ali, who 
was shortly afterwards executed. This murder, the only 
one of a British Viceroy or Governor-General in nearly two 
centuries, caused equal sorrow and resentment in India, 
England and Ireland. The untimely death of a good ruler 
when under fifty was deeply regretted. 

Mayo’s body was embalmed' and taken home to Naas, 
where he was buried two months later. His widow, who 
survived until 1918, was given an annuity of £1000 by 
Parliament and a similar amount by the Council of India 
with a capital sum of £20,000. 
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Mayo left four sons, one of wlioni succeeded him in 
the title; but in the second generation his male issue 
became extinct; the present earl is a collateral relative. 

He was a man of untiring energy, good sense and 
industry. “He did and said generous things,” said Lord 
Derby, “not because it was politic but because it was 
his nature.” His zeal, courtesy and kindness endeared 
him to all with whom he came in contact; and the 
important economic reforms which he introduced in 
the Indian Glovernment were a valuable and permanent 
addition to its political system. 

His appointment to India had been criticised at first; 
but his rule was admittedly a success. Queen Victoria 
called him “able, vigilant and impartial.” 










THOMAS BARIXC 

EARl. OK XOirrURROOK 





i8 

EARL OF NORTHBROOK 

1872-1876 

npHOMAS CtEORGE baring, afterwards Lord and 
X Earl of Northbrook, was born in Cumberland Street, 
London, on 22nd January 1826, the eldest son of Sir 
Francis Baring, 3rd Baronet, of Stratton Park, Hants, by 
Jane, daughter of the Hon. Sir George Grey, brother of 
Earl Grey, tlic Whig Prime Minister. The Barings, 
originally a Gej-nian family, had settled in England early 
in the eighteenth century and had founded a prosperous 
banking firm; and for a hundred years they had been 
distinguished in finance. The grandfather of Thomas had 
been Chairman of the East India Company; while his 
father, a Whig M.P., had been Chancellor of the Exchequer 
under Lord Melbourne and First Lord of the Admiralty 
under Lord John Russell. 

After a private education Thomas Baring went to 
Christ Church, where he took a second class in classics, and 
then served as private secretary to several Liberal states¬ 
men. In 1848 he married Elizabeth, daughter of Henry 
Charles Sturt of Crichel and sister of the 1st Lord Alington. 
In 1857 ho was elected M.P. for Penrhyn and Falmouth; 
and almost at once Jjord Palmerston gave him office as 
Civil Lord of the Admiralty. Two years later he became 
Under-Secretary to Sir Charles Wood, Secretary of State 
for India; and after having filled the same place at the 
Home Office in 1866 he succeeded his father, who had 
just been created a peer, as 2nd Lord Northbrook. His 
wife died in thfe following year. 

For a short time he now occupied himself with his estates 
in Hampshire, until in Gladstone’s Ministry of 1868 he 
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was made Under-Secretary for War; and for three years 
he was closely concerned with Lord Cardwell’s measures 
for the reorganisation of the Army, being in charge of the 
Bill in the House of Lords. 

At Lord Mayo’s death in 1872 Northbrook was selected 
by Grindstone as Viceroy, a position of which he already had 
some knowledge from his previous work at the India Office. 
He was the first Viceroy to enter Calcutta by rail; the 
approach had hitherto always been made by sea and river. 
He took as his private secretary his very able cousin 
Captain Evelyn Baring, afterwards so well known as 
Lord Cromer, whom Curzon called “perhaps the most 
famous of all Private Secretaries.” Administration and 
finance were already familiar to Northbrook. Stabilisa¬ 
tion was still the principal need in India after the conflicts 
of the Mutiny and the resulting financial deficits. But he 
was able to abolish income tax and reduce local expenditure, 
for he kept a rigid control over public works. In 1874 the 
great Bengal famine gave him a real chance of shewing his 
administrative and financial abilities. By well-designed 
measures, which he initiated and supervised himself, he 
was able greatly to mitigate its damage. This was really 
the most successful part of his work in India. His later 
years were not so happy. He resented the control which 
Lord Salisbury, now Secretary of State for India, sought 
to impose on him, often by telegraph; nor did he ap¬ 
prove the Home Grovernment’s aggressive policy towards 
Afghanistan. In 1875 he had to supersede the Glaekwar of 
Baroda for gross misgovernment. In the following year 
the Prince of Wales, afterwards King Edward VII, paid an 
official visit to India, a popular and valuable event, and 
the first of its kind. 

A few months later Northbrook resigned his office, and 
he was then advanced to an earldom. He was only just 
fifty; but on the death of his uncle Thomas Baring he had 
inherited a large fortune and a fine collection of pictures, 
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and he now turned with pleasure to his former country 
pursuits in England. On Gladstone’s coming into office 
in 1880 he resumed his political career, becoming First 
Lord of the Admiralty with a seat in the Cabinet, where 
he acted as the Government’s principal adviser on Eastern 
affairs. In this capacity he was largely responsible for the 
despatch of General Gordon to the Sudan, and in 1884 he 
went out to advise on Egyptian finance as High Commis¬ 
sioner in Cairo, where his cousin, Evelyn Baring, was now 
Consul-General. Northbrook’s actions at this juncture 
were not universally approved; and it was also suggested 
that he had been too thrifty about the Navy. 

Latterly he did not see eye to eye with his colleagues in 
the Liberal Party, and on the Home Rule question coming 
to the fore he gradually moved towards the Unionists, 
though he refused office from both Gladstone and Salisbury. 
His interests turned more and more to the country, where 
he took a prominent part in local affairs; and in 1889 he 
was made Lord-Lieutenant of Hampshire. Fifteen years 
later, on 15th November 1904, he died at Stratton and was 
buried at Micheldever. His eldest and only surviving son 
left no male issue; and on his death in 1929 the earldom 
became extinct. The present peer is his great-nephew. 

Northbrook was a Whig of the best tradition, a 
thoroughly competent administrator with a rapid 
mastery of complicated financial problems. In In dia , he 
was determined to govern for the benefit of the native 
population, an aim in which he succeeded. A Fellow of the 
Royal Society, with a wide knowledge of art, he belonged 
to an exceptionally gifted family, four members of which 
within tl^e space of fifty-seven years had received peerages. 
A man of high character, sound judgment, industrious and 
impartial, Northbrook was never a great speaker or poli¬ 
tician; he was a quiet, dignified and reserved country 
gentleman who followed the old Whig tradition of capable 
service to his country. 
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EARL OF LYTTON 

1876-1880 


t^DWARD ROBERT BULWER LYTTON, afterwards 
-LJ Lord and Earl of Lytton, was born in Hertford Street, 
Mayfair, on 8th November 1831, the only son of Edward 
Bulwer, 1st Lord Lytton, by Rosina, daughter of Francis 
Wheeler of Lizzard Cornell, County Limerick. His family, 
which had changed its name several times by marriage, 
inherited the Knebworth estate in Hertfordshire from the 
Robinsons in 1834; and his father, Edward Bulwer, a dis¬ 
tinguished novfelist and politician, was made a baronet in 
1838 and a peer in 1866, after being Secretary of State for 
the Colonies. 

Lytton, who had shewn remarkable literary talents as 
a boy, was educated at Harrow and at Bonn in Germany, 
where he devoted himself to languages. At the age of 
nineteen he went to Washington and later to Florence as 
private secretary to his uncle. Sir Henry Bulwer, after¬ 
wards Lord Balling, the British Minister. There he was 
a friend of the Brownings. He was then appointed a paid 
attache in the Diplomatic Service, and served in succession 
at a number of European posts, including St Petersburg 
and Vienna. Lord Redesdale, speakmg of the younger 
members of the Foreign Service in those days, said that 
two "weie facile principes, Julian Fane and Robert .Lytton. 
“ Those two we neophytes worshipped as demigods.” • 

Like his father, Lytton was a clever writer. Before he 
was thirty he had published, under the name of Owen 
Meredith, two volumes of poems which made a considerable 
impression in London, where he became a friend of Charles 
Dickens and other literary lights. Nor were his talents 
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confined to verse, for wliile in Austria fie wrote some 
valuable commercial reports for tfie Foreign Office. 

In 1869, wfiile Secretary of Legation at Lisbon, he 
married Edith, daughter of the Hon. Edward Villiers, a 
brother of Lord Clarendon the Foreign Minister. She it 
was who kept him to his public career, for his own predilec¬ 
tions were for poetry. In later years he published Lucile 
and other poems copied to some extent from Browning, 
Tennyson and George Sand, but shewing evidence of 
much ability. His father was said to have envied their 
success. 

In 1872 he was promoted to be Minister in Lisbon, and 
in the following year he succeeded his father as a peer. 
In 1875 he refused the Governorship of Madras. A year 
later he was made Viceroy of India—Disraeli’s tribute 
to literary merit; he called Lytton “a man of ambition, 
imagination, vanity and strength.” It was Lady Lytton 
who pressed her husband to accept the post. 

When Lytton arrived in India the scene appeared 
tranquil. But after a gorgeous Durbar at Delhi to proclaim 
Queen Victoria as Empress of India he had to deal with a 
widespread and devastating famine in the South. He 
raised large funds and set up an effective relief organisa¬ 
tion to meet such calamities in the future—a system that 
was permanently maintained. 

In 1877 fresh trouble began in Afghanistan. Lytton 
and the Home Government favoured a forward policy and 
were determined to have British representatives near the 
Kussian*frontiers in Central Asia; but to this the Amir, 
Shir Ali, would not agree, though he received a Russian 
agent at Kabul. Lytton refused to tolerate this discrimina¬ 
tion, and in 1879 sent into the country a triple expedition 
which dethroned the Amir .and installed his son in his 
place. But shortly afterwards the British envoy in Kabul 
was murdered by Afghans. Lytton acted promptly, and 
at the shortest notice despatched a force under Sir Frederick 
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(later Lord) Roberts whicli took Kabul and set up Abdur¬ 
rahman, a cousin of Shir Ali, as the new Amir, 

At this moment the Conservative G-overnment in 
England was defeated: and Lytton resigned with it. The 
expenses of the Afghan War were found to be much greater 
than had been expected; and further errors were also 
discovered when the Indian budget was audited. Lytton's 
general policy, however, though including some restrictions 
on the 1 ress, much criticised by the Liberals at the time, 
was afterwards approved. His despatches were models of 
iiteiary style. With an engaging disregard of established 
etiquette, he used to write to Queen Victoria in the first 
person. Her Majesty,’^ according to Curzon, "^^was 
enchanted with their unconventional and interesting 
character.” 

For some years Lytton now took no active part in 
public affairs, until in 1887 he was appointed Ambassador 
in Paris, For this post, which he hesitated about taking, for 
he still wished to retire and write, he was eminently suited 
by his knowledge of the French, their language and literature. 
He filled the Embassy with poets and painters and made 
it a rather Bohemian Solon des Arts. During his residence 
in Paris he published the Ring of Amasis, not one of his 
most successful efforts: as an old man he wrote less easily. 
In Paris he was a^ most popular British representative: 
''beloved as^ no, English Ambassador, had been since 
Waterloo.” During his mission the visits of the Prince of 
Wales started the ideas of the Entente. Lytton died there ^ 
of heart failure on 24th November 1891, and was.given a 
■State funeral 

*lhirty-four years later his elder son, when .Governor of 
Bengal, acted as Viceroy for some months while Lord 
Reading was on leave in England. The present (3rd) earl 
is his younger son. 

Lytton was a man of high literary ability, a scholar, a 
diplomat and a competent ruler, but a poet first and 
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foremost. He had foibles, sometimes disregarded con¬ 
vention and was capricious; but be bad perfect discretion; 
bis ideas of government were generous and sound; and 
bis Indian measures are now generally regarded as states¬ 
manlike and wise. 
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MARQUESS OF RIPON 

1880-1884 

G EOEG-E FREDEEICK SAMUEL ROBINSON, after¬ 
wards Earl and Marquess of Ripon, was born on 
24tb October 1827, at 10 Downing Street, tbe second but 
only surviving son of Frederick (“Prosperity”) Robinson, 
wbo as Viscount Goderich was one of the most ineffective 
of British Prime Ministers for a few months in the year of 
his son’s birth, and was created Earl of Ripon six years 
later. His mother was Lady Sarah Hobart, daughter of the 
4th Earl of Buckinghamshire. The Robinsons were a 
wealthy Yorkshire family who for more than a century by 
sufficient talent, useful alliances and assiduous public 
service in politics and diplomacy had acquired a position in 
the Whig Party that could not be ignored. 

As a boy George Robinson, who was styled Lord 
Goderich, was educated privately, going neither to a 
public school nor to a university. In 1849 he was attached 
for a short time to a special mission to Brussels under Sir 
Henry Ellis for negotiating peace between Austria and 
Piedmont; and soon after his return to London he marrie'd 
his cousin Henrietta Anne Theodosia, daughter of Henry 
Vyner of Cantfley.-'jle was early interested in the Christian 
Socialist movement,Uwas a friend of Charles Kingsley and 
Thomas Hughes, and wrote a democratic pamphlet which 
was held by his mentors to be too radical for publication. 

In 1852 he was elected Liberal member for Hull but 
was unseated 6n petition for “treating.” Next year he 
was returned for Huddersfield in support of Palmerston, 
and later he sat for Cobden’s former seat in West Yorkshire, 
In January 1859 he succeeded his father as Earl of Ripon, 
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and in the following November he also succeeded his 
uncle as Earl de Grey, a senior title. In this year he 
was made Under-Secretary for War, and took an active 
part in the Volunteer movement; and he afterwards held 
the same position in the India Office. Returning to the 
War Office in 1863, he succeeded Sir George Cornewall 
Lewis as Secretary of State, being then sworn a Privy 
Councillor; and in Russell’s government he went to the 
India Office in a similar capacity. 

When Gladstone formed his ministry in 1868 de Grey 
was made Lord President of the Council and given the 
Garter. Though only forty, he was now one of the re¬ 
cognised leaders of the Liberal Party, being rich, influential 
and industrious. In 1871 he acted as Chairman of the 
High Commission for the settlement of American claims in 
respect of the privateering of the s.s. Alabama. This he 
did well; and in June he was raised to a marquessate as 
Marquess of Ripon. 

In August 1873 he resigned his political office and 
next month became a Roman Catholic; and tlienceforward 
he was regarded as one of the leaders of that religion in this 
country. For several years he now remained in political 
retirement, until on Gladstone’s return to office in 1880 
he was appointed Viceroy of India. Blunt says that it had 
been intended by the Cabinet that he should break up 
the ring of permanent officials who ruled in Simla; but 
Ripon was not a man of iron, and did not do so. 

In Calcutta Ripon found himself confronted with the 
Afghan question, and he at once took a strong line. He 
had Abdurrahman Ehan proclaimed Amir on the condition 
that he had no relations with Russia; and after the British 
defeat in Maiwand he let Sir Frederick Roberts march from 
Kabul to Kandahar, which was brought under the Amir’s 
rule. Ripon’s military policy was thus triumphant in his 
first year in India. In domestic affairs he was less fortunate. 
He repealed Lytton’s restrictions on the Press and made 
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efforts to encourage native responsibility and. self-govern¬ 
ment in small areas. He also did his best to place English¬ 
men under the same criminal law as Indians, even when 
administered by native judges. But for these changes 
the European community was not yet ready, nor was the 
country sufficiently educated in Western ideas. This 
measure, the “Ilbert Bill,” was so unpopular that several 
tea-planters in Assam proposed to kidnap the Viceroy on 
his way to a shoot. His son went instead; but Eipon’s 
advanced policy had to be modified. Otherwise he' was 
a wise administrator, closely interested in the people’s 
welfaie. His work for education and economy was endur- 
mg and sound, and he definitely brought the Liberal idea 
into Indian politics. 

He returned to England in December 1884, and in 
Gladstone’s ministry (to whom Granville described him as 

a persistent man with wealth”) he served as First Lord of 
the Admiralty and later as Secretary of State for the 
Colonies. A convinced supporter of Home Eule for 
Ireland, he received the Freedom of the city of Dublin, and 
there was soxne talk of making him Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland, to which his religion was a bar. To get over this 
a Eipon and Eussell Eelief Bill” was canvassed (Sir 
Charles Eussell, also a Eoman Catholic, was an aspirant for 
the Woolsack); but it came to nothing. 

When after ten years in Opposition Campbell-Bannerman 
came into office in 1905, Eipon as Lord Privy Seal became 
leader of the House of Lords. He was seventy-eight, and 
in a difficult position with a large majority against him, 
but he aci^uitted himself with tact, good humour and 
courage, speaking little and shortly; “but his words full 
of sense and knowledge.” On Asquith’s becoming Premier 
in 1908 Eipon finally resigned; and a year later he died 
at Studley Eoyal, on 9th July 1909. He was succeeded 
by his only son, on whose death without a male heir all 
his titles became extinct. 
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Ripon was a trained statesman with a good tradition 
behind him, a loyal colleague, an experienced administrator 
and a convinced and religious Radical; throughout his 
long and active life he never deviated from a high code of 
honour and duty, though he was not of any outstanding 
brilliancy or capacity. 
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MARQUESS OF DUFFERIN 

1884-1888 

■pREDEEICK TEMPLE BLACKWOOD, later 
-L Hamilton-Temple-Blackwood, afterwards Earl and 
Marquess of Dufferin, was born on 21st June 1826, in the 
Via Maggio, Florence, the only son of Price Blacliwood, 
4th Lord Dufferin and Clandeboye in the peerage of 
Ireland, by Helen Selina, eldest daughter of Thomas 
Sheridan. His mother was the best-looking and most 
accomplished of three famous sisters, the other two being 
Mrs Caroline Norton and the Duchess of Somerset of the 
Eglinton Tournament,—Wilfrid Blunt called her the most 
delightful of women. His father, a captain in the Navy, 
and a thorough sailor, “frank, open and kind,” died when 
Blackwood was just fifteen and still at Eton; and his 
mother was the formative influence of his early years. 
The young Irishman went on to Christ Church, where 
he was President of the Oxford Union, and he after¬ 
wards travelled for a time in the Near East. In Ireland 
he managed his estates, and in the social world in London 
he made many friends. As he was a promising Liberal, 
Lord John Russell in 1849 appointed him a Lord in Waiting, 
though Queen Victoria thought him “too good-looking” 
for that post. 

Dufferin was accordingly given a peerage of the United 
Kingdom, and in the Plouse of Lords he spoke forcibly 
and well. A keen and fearless yachtsman, he was up 
in the Baltic during the Crimean War, and at the siege 
of Bomarsund he shewed his courage in the trenches. He 
afterwards wrote an arresting account of his voyage to 
Iceland and Spitsbergen in Letters from High, Latitudes. 
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In 1860 he accompanied Sir Henry Bulwer as Special 
Commissioner in Asiatic Turkey to enquire into the 
massacres of Christians there and in Syria; and his pro¬ 
posal to appoint an independent Governor of the Lebanon 
was adopted. For these services he was made a Knight of 
the Bath and subsequently of St Patrick. 

In 1862, on his marriage to Plarriet, daughter of 
Archibald Eowan Hamilton of Killyleah Castle in County 
Down, he added the latter name to his own; and his rapid 
career of success now began. 

In 1864 he entered Palmerston’s ministry as Under¬ 
secretary for India; in 1868 Gladstone made him Chan¬ 
cellor of the Duchy of Lancaster and Paymaster-General. 
Three years later he was raised to an earldom and in 1872 
appointed Governor-General of Canada. In Canada he 
found plenty to do in quelling the sequels of the Red River 
Rebellion and in calming the storms resulting from the 
various plans for building the transcontinental railway. 
In both he was successful. 

During his term of office the Supreme Court of Canada 
was set up; and a ballot system of voting was introduced 
for the Canadian House of Commons. A recent history 
written by a Canadian speaks of him as one of their ablest 
Governors-General. When he left the Dominion in 1878 
it was “ loyal and united.” 

He was sent almost at once by Beaconsfield as 
Ambassador to St Petersburg, and two years later was 
transferred to Constantinople, where he had to super¬ 
intend the introduction of reforms in Armenia. 

The revolt of Arabi Pasha in Egypt involved Dufferin 
in complicated diplomatic negotiations with the Sultan 
of Turkey; but his tact and patience enabled him to carry 
them through satisfactorily, and for a time he became the 
central figure of the European Powers in the Near East. 

After the defeat of Arabi at Tel-el-Kebir Dufferin was 
sent to Cairo to reorganise the Egyptian administration. 
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freedom of several English cities, and received honorary- 
degrees from Oxford, Cambridge, Dublin and Harvard 
Universities. 

Almost at once he was sent as British Ambassador to 
Rome, and two years later to Paris. One of the present 
writer’s distant but enduring recollections is seeing him 
and Lady Dufferin receiving their guests at the head of the 
Embassy stairs in Paris: he looked the ideal ambassador, 
distinguished, cryptic and urbane. He retired finally from 
the public service at the age of seventy in 1897. He was 
not well off financially, and he then inadvisedly accepted 
the chairmanship of a mining venture which issued fraud¬ 
ulent accounts, failed and ruined many investors—^the 
Whitaker Wright scandal. Dufferin pluckily faced the 
shareholders—for though he was ignorant of the actions 
of his subordinates he was none the less responsible for 
them. This calamity and the death in 1900 of his eldest 
son Lord Ava at Ladysmith in the South African War 
clouded the close of his life. He died at his house at 
Clandeboye near Belfast on 12th February 1902. Two of 
his younger sons were subsequently killed; as was his 
grandson, the 4th marquess, outside the walls of Ava, from 
which his title came, in 1945. The present marquess is his 
great-grandson. 

Handsome, talented, able and popular, Dufferin started 
with everything before him; and his long career in some 
of the highest posts under the Crown met with equal 
success and recognition. He was seldom idle, and quite 
late in life he started to learn Persian. His courtesy and 
appearance were those of the ideal diplomat. There is an 
excellent caricature of him dra-wn by his son. Lord Basil 
Blackwood, in Belloc’s The Modern Traveller. 
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MARQUESS OF LANSDOWNE 

1888-1894 


H enry Charles keith petty-eitzmaurice, 

afterwards 5tli Marquess of Lansdowne, was boru on 
14th January 1845, the eldest son of Henry, 4th Marquess, 
by his second wife, the Hon. Emily Jane Mercer- 
Nairne, daughter of Auguste, Count de Elahaut, by 
Margaret, daughter of Admiral Lord Keith and Baroness 
Nairne in her own right. The Fitzmaurices were a very 
ancient Irish family who had inherited large landed estates 
in Kerry and had increased them by marriage with the 
heiress of Sir William Petty in the eighteenth century. 
Their principal home was at Bowood in Wiltshire, and 
among their ancestors they reckoned Lord Shelburne, the 
Whig Prime Minister, 1782-83, and Lord Henry Petty, 
Chancellor of the Exchequer in 1806-7, who refused a 
dukedom fifty years later. He, the 4th Marquess, had been 
for many years Chairman of the Great Western Railway; 
and his wife’s father, a reputed son of Talleyrand, was 
sometime French Ambassador in England. 

By blood and tradition Lord Clanmaurice, as he was 
first called, was thus destined for a diplomatic and parlia¬ 
mentary career. He was educated at Eton, where Arthur 
Balfour was his fag, and at Balliol, but he never had the 
chance of sitting in the House of Commons, for at the age 
of twenty-one he succeeded his father and took his seat in the 
House of Lords. Almost at once he was made a Junior Whip, 
and in November 1869 he married Lady Maud Hamilton, 
youngestdaughter of the IstDukeof Abercorn. From 1872 
to 1874 he was Under-Secretary for War; and when the 
Liberal Government returned to office in 1880 he went for a 
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few months in the same capacity to the India Office. He did 
not, however, agree with Gladstone’s Irish policy,and having 
resigned his political office opposed him in Parliament. In 
the meanwhile he paid close attention to his Irish estates, 
developing, housing, replanting and remitting rents. 

In 1883 Lansdowne was appointed Governor-General 
of Canada, where he remained for five years. In 1885 ho 
had to deal with a small hut dangerous reb(‘Ilio]i in the 
North-West Territory led by Louis Riel, a. Fnuicli- 
Canadian half-breed who had bccm conc-cjned in the Red 
River Rebellion fifteen years earlier; but this was (luickiy 
quelled. Lansdowne’s Military Secretary, J^ord Melgund, 
a regular officer in the Scots Guards, acted as C'href of 
Staff to the Expedition; he was aftcu'wards himself to 
be Governor-General as Lord Minto. 

Lansdowne’s later years in Canada wcr('. quiet and suc,cess- 
ful, being mainly signalised by tlu'. final completion of the 
Canadian-Pacific Railway and an amicable settlement witli 
the United States of the long-standing cpiestion of t lie. Ncnv- 
foundland Fisheries. 

On returning to England he remained opposed to Homo 
Rule; and Lord Salisbury offered him a phu^e in f.he Con¬ 
servative Government. This Lansdowne refu.sed, but in 
the following year he accepted the post of Viceroy of 
India. Here again he had a comparatively peaceful term of 
office, except for a short rising in the mountain state of 
Mampur. His policy was cautious; and he never allowed 
dangerous questions to become acute, strengthening the 
Army and the Trontiers. He had an admirable private 
secretary in Sir John Ardagh, afterwards Director of 
Military Intelligence in London. 

In 1893 Lansdowne made a settlement with Afghanistan * 
and he afterwards_ dealt successfully with the thorny 
question of regulating the Indian currency after the fall 
of the rupee The retention of the opium traffic under 
btate control was another important matter that he 
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satisfactorily composed. It was under Lansdowne that 
the system of Imperial contingents of troops maintained 
by the Indian princes was inaugurated, and the legislative 
and local provincial councils in native centres developed— 
the earliest active inception of Indian self-government. 
His wide hospitality and agreeable hearing made him and 
his wife very popular; and when in 1894 he returned to 
hngland he was given the Garter, the only recommendation 
to that order made by Lord Rosebery. 

Lansdowne subsequently declined the Embassy at St 
Petersbxrrg; but when Lord Salisbury became Premier in 
1895 he joined his Cabinet as a Liberal-Unionist as 
Secretary of State for War. Here he had the delicate 
task of replacing the old Duke of Cambridge as Com- 
mander-in-Chief by Lord Wolseley, and of reorganising 
the somewhat antiquated system in the War Office. 

During the earlier part of the South African War 
Lansdowne came in for much public criticism, but he stood 
loyally by his military advisers and made no attempt to 
shift the blame for lack of preparation on to their shoulders. 
In 1900 he was made Foreign Secretary, a post for which 
he was eminently suited. He had a thorough knowledge 
and experience of world affairs; he spoke French perfectly 
and he had a large circle of friends on the Continent. His 
principal work at the Foreign Office was the Japanese 
Alliance in 1902 and the Anglo-French Entente of 1904, 
towards which King Edward VII did much to help. 

In 1903 Salisbury died and Lansdowne became the 
Conservative leader in the House of Lords. Under the 
ensuing Liberal Government it fell to him to attempt 
some arrangement when various Liberal Bills were thrown 
out in the Lords; and eventually it was he who secured the 
passage of the ParliamentBillin 1911. In these negotiations 
and in those with Ireland he was always the peacemaker. 

In the First World War he joined the Coalition Govern¬ 
ment as Minister without Portfolio. The loss of his second 
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son early in the war had greatly depressed him; and in 
1916 he made a proposal to the Cabinet for a compromise 
peace which perhaps was partly responsible for the fall 
of the Asquith Ministry. Not being a member of the 
new Government under Lloyd George, Lansdowne later 
felt free to make his proposals public. His view was 
that a victory after total exhaustion would hardly be 
worth winniag. But his letter to the Daily Teleyrap'h 
was generally repudiated, both by the Government and the 
Press; and he was widely attacked for it. 

In 1918 when the war came to an end he retired to 
the country, and in 1922 had the sorrow of having his 
favourite Irish home, Derreen in County Kerry, looted 
and destroyed by Irish Irregulars. Some years later, 
on 3rd June 1927, he died suddenly at his younger 
daughter’s home, Newtown Anner, in Tipperary, and was 
buried at Bowood. He left several children; the present 
marquess is his grandson. 

Lansdowne was a modest, cultivated, able but retiring 
man, a great county magnate, never anxious for office, but 
feeling it his duty to fulfil the responsibilities of his position. 
As a young man he was a good rider, shot and angler. He 
Avas also a sound scholar, a well-read historian, an able 
speaker and debater and a capable administrator. Ho 
was always a hard worker and used to write standing up 
at a high desk at Bowood. He knew much about many 
things, art, agriculture, botany, sport and the colonies 
among them—and he had a wide range of sympathies with 
his many British, Indian and foreign friends. An honest, 
well-schooled and successful statesman, he left both Canada 
and India contented and peaceful, and at home he rendered 
valuable services to his own country, as his predecessors had 
done in the past. A patrician by descent, wealth, education 
and tradition, he was regarded in India as the highest type 
of a real sahib. The American Ambassador, Walter Page, 
called him the most complete aristocrat he had ever met. 
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EARL OE ELGIN 
1894-1899 


^ICTOR ALEXANDER BRUCE, afterwards 9tli Earl 
V of Elgin, and 13tE of Eancardine, was born at Montreal 
in Canada on 16tb May 1849, tbe eldest son of James 
Bruce, tbe 8tb Earl, by bis second wife. Lady Mary Louisa 
Lambton, daughter of tbe 1st Earl of Durham. At tbe 
time of bis birth bis father was Governor-General of 
Canada, as bis maternal grandfather bad been previously. 
He was educated at Glenalmond and at Eton, and while 
there in 1863 be succeeded bis father, who bad died in 
India after a short term as Viceroy. 

Elgin went on to Balliol, where he took a second class 
both in Mods and Greats, and then, settling down as a 
country landlord in Fife, began to interest himself in 
Liberal politics, becoming Chairman of the Scottish 
Liberal Association. In 1876 he married Lady Constance 
Mary Carnegie, daughter of the 9th Earl of Southesk. 
As a Home Ruler he was given ofS.ce in Gladstone’s short 
Government of 1886, first as Treasurer of the Household 
and then as First Commissioner of Works, being also 
sworn of the Privy Council and made Lord-Lieutenant of 
Fife. 

After the Liberals came back to power in 1892, Elgin 
was offered and accepted the post of Viceroy of India, 
which, it was understood, had been refused by Sir Henry 
Norman, a distinguished soldier. He arrived ki Bombay 
early in 1894 at the beginning of a Reform agitation. 
Native intellectual opinion was now questioning the sub¬ 
servience of India to British policy. The rupee had again 
fallen in value; and to balance the exchange import 
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duties were imposed—an unpopular measure. .Elgin’s 
order that official members of the Legislative (’ouncil must 
vote as they were told to do was hotly resentcjd; and a 
number of troubles on the North-West .hVonticr—in 
Chitral, Malakand and Waziristan—involved. several 
difficult and expensive military expeditions. In 1895 the 
separate control by the Governors of the troops in Bombay,^ 
Madras and Bengal was abolished and all \v('r(‘ placed 
under the Commander-in-Chied in India. 

In 1896 bubonic plague began, follo\v<>d by f,h(> greatt>st 
famine ever yet known in India. It affee.ivd seventy 
million people and lasted for several years. ’PIk'scs mis¬ 
fortunes darkened much of Elgin’s tenure of olFieo. In 
1897 the North-West border trilx's rose again; and the, 
Tirah expedition resulted. Lord Hosidany, speaking of 
Elgin during this time, praised his pati(*nt ealnmess in 

confronting his difficulties. 

Elgin was not a Lawrence, bat a careful, sensible, and 
industrious man with no particular ach'antagt's of app(-ar- 
ance or manner, rather shy, mservcxl and silent, and 
perhaps not always doing his undoubt(‘d talents sufficient 
justice. His Liberal_ politics also made it harder for 
liim to withstand agitation. But his servicteg satisfied 
the Government, for when he came back to England in 
1899 he was made a Knight of the Garte.r by Salisbury, 
the Conservative^ Prime Minister; and he then be.oame 
successively Chairman of two important B,oya.l Com¬ 
missions, one to enquire into the expenditure in fJie South 
African War and another as to the union of the non- 
estabhshed Churches in Scotland. Both of these he 
managed with real success. 

In 1905, in Campbell-Bannerman’s Liberal Ministry, 
Elgm was made Colonial Secretary, Mr Winston Churchill 
emg his Under-Secretary; and in that position he was 
larply concerned in settmg up the Union of South Africa; 
but to Indian constitutional development he was much 
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less attracted, nor was he in sympathy with the left wing 
of the Eadical Government, particularly as regards its 
attitude to Chinese labour in South Africa. He said that 
he declined to be a mere partisan. Perhaps for these 
reasons he was not included in Asquith’s Cabinet of 1908, 
though he is believed to have been offered a marquessate, 
which he declined. 

His wife had died in 1910; and three years later he 
married Gertrude Lilian, daughter of Captain William 
Sherbrook, E.N., of Oxton Hall, Nottinghamshire, and 
widow of Captain P. C. A. Ogilvy, E.N. In 1914 he 
became Chancellor of Aberdeen U^niversity, and he was also 
Chairman of the Carnegie Trust. He died at Bromhall on 
18th January 1917 at the age of sixty-eight. The present 
earl is his eldest son. 

Elgin had many of the qualities of his father. He was 
patient, careful, judicial, able and conscientious. The 
two Elgins are the only example of father and son who 
held the great ofl&ce of Viceroy of India. Like his colleagues 
in the Government, Aberdeen, Campbell-Bannerman, 
Munro-Ferguson and Rosebery, Elgin,was a sound and 
sober Scot and a Victorian Liberal, though, like many of 
that political faith, he stuck to his own particular standards 
and would not always toe the party line. He wore a beard, 
disliked uniform and was no great hand at ceremonial. His 
lot in India fell in evil times; but he had a fine tradition 
of public service which he thoroughly fulfilled with modest 
and honest distinction. 
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MARQUESS CURZON 
1899-1904 and 1904-1905 


G EOEGE NATHANIEL CUEZON, afterwards Earl 
and Marquess Curzon, was born at Kedleston Hall, 
Derbysbire, on lltb January 1859, tbe eldest son of tbe 
Eev. Alfred Curzon, 4th Baron Scarsdale and Eector of 
Kedleston, by Blanche, daughter of Joseph Seniouse of 
Netherhall, Cumberland. 

The Curzons were an ancient family dating back to 
the Crusades and living in a magnificent country naansion 
and park; and George Curzon inherited all the pride and 
traditions of his ancestors. After a hard early upbringmg 
under a tyrannical governess he went to Eton, where every 
success greeted him. He became Captain of the Oppidans, 
a member of Pop where he spoke on India, and was 
sent up for good twenty-three times. Under the tutor¬ 
ship of Oscar Browning he travelled in Europe, and 
from Sir James Stephen he acquired an early interest in 
the East. Speaking, reading, writing and collecting 
absorbed him. At the age of nineteen a curvature of the 
spine first attacked him, the pain of which followed him 
through life. To resist it he worked like a fanatic. At 
Balliol he became friendly with the future Lords Salisbury, 
Selborne and Midleton; he took a 1st m Mods and was 
elected President of the Urdon; but m Greats he only 
took a 2nd. In 1886, however, he was elected a Fellow 
of All Souls. 

On leaving Oxford he travelled in the Near East with 
Edward Lyttelton, afterwards Headmaster of Eton. His 
speeches had already gained him a political and literary 
reputation; and he entered London society with klat and 
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'.':Soon became one of the leading figures in t lie eclectic C'rabbet 
' Club, and among the so-called ‘'Souls.” 

To supplement Ms limitiM income lu' wrote for the Press 
and served as private secretary to .Lord S.ilisburv; and 
after a first defeat for South Llerbysliire he was elected 
as a Conservative M.P. for Soatli])ort in 18S(i. 

Most of the next two years he s[K'nt in P(>rsia., India, 
Central Asia, the Pamirs, the .Ka,r Last and th(' United 
States. He travelled hard and wrote revi(*ws lor ni'Wspapers 
while on these journeys, aftiwwards producing several (‘x- 
cellent and well-informed books, some of which aiv still 
regarded as classics. 

On Ms journeys Curzon liad learnt much about the 
frontiers of India and had madi' tin* ac(|uamtanc(' of manv 
leading personalities of the Indian and neighbouring states, 
and in 1891 he was appointed Under-Secretary at the India 
Office. When the Tory Government went out of office in 
1892 he set off to Afghanistan and there, met ihv. },)owcrful 
and mysterious Amir Abdurrahman Khan. 

In April 1895 he married Mary Lcuter, a beautiful and 
wealthy daughter of Levi Leiter, an American millionaire. 
In the same year he was mad(i Undcsr-Scnu'etary for .Foreign 
Affairs under Lord Salisbury the Prime Minist(r, who was 
himself also Foreign Secretary. Curzon was now sworn 
a Privy CounciUor, and by his remarkabh'. knowledge 
and ready debating power became an important figure in 
the House of Commons—when some distant place, was 
mentioned he had always “been there” and knew it 
personally. He was not always an ('a.sy or docih' licrdenant 
to Ms chief nor a popular colleague, but his talents, industry 
and information were indisputable. 

In August 1898 he was offered and accepted the Vice- 
royalty of India, being then created an Irish baron so 
that he might retain the right of sitting in the House of 
ommons. On 3rd January 1899 he was installed in 
Calcutta. Not yet forty years of age, he had already 
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arrived at tke zenitli.of his life and ambition; though h|'f 
is believed to have once said that he regarded the Gold 
Medal of the Royal Geographical Society as his greatest 
honour. He secured as his private secretary an able and 
much loved former Indian Civil Servant, Sir Walter 
Lawrence. 

Curzon took his own line at once, going straight to the 
root of things, setting aside the traditional routine of de¬ 
partmental procedure and working day and night. This 
gave him a great name but did not make him much liked 
by his local subordinates or by the authorities at home. 
He imposed his will on the sheikhs in the Persian Gulf; 
he put on duties to protect the Indian sugar industry; he 
made a treaty with Tibet, and he tried to reduce the status 
of the Madras and Bombay Presidencies. He formed a 
new North-Western Province, divided Bengal into two 
portions and settled with the Nizam of Hyderabad the 
disputed question of the status of Berar. In 1903 a magnifi¬ 
cent Durbar to celebrate the accession of King Edward VII 
gave Curzon the opportunity of shewing his talent for 
splendour and ceremonial at which he excelled, managing 
every detail himself. 

He spoke his mind and had few illusions. He once 
advised the present writer to read much about a country 
before travelling in it (Bacon’s view); and on another 
occasion he stressed the constant wish of Russia to get to 
India, and the ignorance of British merchants about the 
possibilities of trade with China. 

In India his policy was to make the country “a homo¬ 
geneous compound instead of a heterogeneous mixture,” 
and this he believed could only be attained by a strong 
central government that controlled both princes and 
provinces. He abolished internal differences of rule and 
promoted uniformity in education and fiscal systems. 

In the meantime Lord Kitchener had arrived in India 
as Commander-in-Chief, and disputes soon arose between 
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him and the Viceroy. The existing system in the Army 
was that of a dual control—an independent military 
member as well as the Commander-iu-Chief sat on the 
Viceroy’s Council. But Kitchener wished to be alone and 
supreme in the Army. While this quarrel was simmering 
Curzon went home on leave in 1904, his term of office 
having been extended to seven years. He had recently 
been made Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports; and at 
Walmer Castle Lady Curzon fell ill. 

At the end of 1904 he returned to India, leaving his 
wife in England; Lord Ampthill had been in charge 
during his absence. Curzon again threw all his energies into 
fresh work, paying special attention to the preservation of 
the Indian historical monuments, irrigation, finance and 
the increasing suggestions of devolution of government. 
But the struggle with Kitchener went on; and only after 
the latter had threatened to resign was a compromise 
arrived at. A new mibtary member of Council was then 
appointed, unfortunately without Curzon’s approval; so 
he himself resigned—returning to hhigiand at tlui end of 
1905 embittered and, as he thought, ill-treatfal. He was 
not on the best of terms with St dolm Brodrick, tlui Secre¬ 
tary of State for India, or with Arthur Balfour, tlie Prime 
Minister, who both thought his methods too autocratic. 

Six months later Lady Curzon died; and for a time 
Curzon now kept away from political affairs, though lu^ 
was elected a representative peer for Ireland, which gave, 
him a seat in the Houses of Lords. 

He now took up many other intercats—tlui Jioyal 
Geopaphical Society, of which he became President; thcj 
National Gallery, of which he was a Trustee; universal 
military service; the restoration of ancient buildings; 
and particularly the needs of Oxford University, of which 
he was elected Chancellor in 1907. In 1911 he was pro¬ 
moted to an earldom, with a barony in remainder to his 
daughters—for he had no sous. 
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When the war of 1914 came Curzon resumed office as 
Lord Privy Seal in the Coalition Ministry of 1915, and in 
the following year he received the Garter and joined the 
Inner Cabinet in Lloyd George’s Government. In this year 
he succeeded his father as 5th Lord Scarsdale. 

In January 1917 he married Grace, widow of Alfred 
Duggan and daughter of J. M. Hinds, formerly United 
States Minister in Brazil. He became Lord President of 
the Council and Leader of the House of Lords, and he then 
began to entertain again both in Carlton House Terrace 
in London and in the country, where he bought or rented 
several large places as well as Kedleston. In politics he 
was against a Jewish state in Palestine or Parliamentary 
government in India—^which he had formerly favoured. 
He recognised the agelong aristocratic principle among the 
Indian peoples and had no great sympathy with the Vahil 
Raj or Lawyer Rule of Congress. He agreed, however, to 
support a Home Rule policy in Ireland rather against 
his own wishes; and he also changed his views about 
Women’s Suffrage and did not oppose it in Parliament. 

After the war and during the Paris Peace Conference he 
acted first as temporary and later as actual Foreign 
Minister. But he was never in complete control; for Lloyd 
George, the Prime Minister, kept the reins of the Foreign 
Office in his own hands. In Persia Curzon’s policy was not 
successful; his advice on Egypt and in the Turco-Greek 
dispute was not taken; so he had the unpleasant role of 
bearing the blame for the errors of others—^indeed he 
was not always consulted. In June 1921, perhaps as a 
compensation, he was created a marquess—^he had a 
great respect for rank. The rifts in the Coalition Govern¬ 
ment were now broadening; Curzon could not tolerate his 
position; and he was probably not sorry when in November 
1922 a new Ministry was formed under Bonar Law. 

As Foreign Secretary Curzon went out to represent the 
British Government at the Lausanne Conference, and by 
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his knowledge and manner completely dominati'd it, being 
firmer than he had ever been before. In j\Iay 192:} Bonar 
Law resigned owing to ill-hoaltli. Curzon had with some 
reason expected the siioc.es.sion, for Ik*, had bec'ii in polities 
for tliirty years, liad held many high offices, and was 
the most talented and able of the (Jons('rva,tivt*s; but; 
Stanley Baldwin was chosen in his ])lac('.. Lhis blow was 
probably the bitterest in all (.'urzotrs life; but lie con¬ 
tinued loyally to support the lU'w (lovt'rnment, and after 
the General Election of li)24 he resumed the -[lost of Lord 
Privy Seal. But early in 192;> he fell suchh'nly ill at 
Cambridge, and on 20th March he dic'd in Jamdon, and 
after lying in state in We.stminster Abbey was luiried 
at Kedlcston. He left no son and all his major titles 
expired. Lord Zetland wrote; an admirable Life* of iiim. 

A distinguished traveller, write*!- emel speeike'r, a good 
scholar and historian, a wit (his early lines “I’ll sing you 
a lay” are well known), kind and gemial though eavacting, 
immensely meticulous in his w'ork (he wrote; most of his 
letters with his own hand), Curzon was one of the most 
remarkable Englishmen of his age. Of high birth, tradition, 
and industry, he devoted himse*lf to the public s(*rvic;e; and 
also to many other literary, artistic and patriotic intcre-sts, 
always in an informed, generous and magnificent ma.nne;r. 
He did not attain the highest f)])je*.ct of lu's amliitions— 
perhaps because of his dominating attitude—but no 
Viceroy of India ever earned or disdiarged that great 
office with a more honest eye to the j)re.stig(; and be*nefit of 
India and of England. Fully conscious of his own un¬ 
doubted talents and position, he; was a, splendid jiatriot 
and county magnate and generous to many public esauses. 
Clemenceau’s remark of him: “orgeuil immmsc—gmtifie,” 
was a not unfair tribute. 

His rule in India ended an epoeffi. Even to-day, fifty 
years after he went there, people speak of “before” and 
“after” Gurzon. 
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EAEL OF MINTO 

1905-1910 


PILBERT JOHN ELLIOT - MURRAY - KYNYN - 
vJT MOUND, afterwards 4t]i Earl of Minto, was born 
in Wilton Crescent, London, on 1st July 1845, the eldest 
son of Wilbani Hugh, the 3rd Earl, by his cousin Emma, 
dajighter of General Sir Thomas Hislop, who had com¬ 
manded the Deccan army in the days of Lord Hastings’ 
war against the Pindar is. His great-grandfather, the 
1st Earl of Minto, had been Governor-General of India 
forty years previously. Under the latter’s name the origin 
of his family has already been recorded. 

First known as Viscount Melgund, he was educated at 
Eton and Trinity College, Cambridge, and at the age of 
nineteen joined the Scots Guards. As a young man he 
was a famous gentleman jockey, riding several times in 
the Grand National (the only Viceroy to do so) and winning 
the Grand Steeplechase of Paris in 1874. But he was no 
carpet soldier. He went out as war correspondent for the 
Morning Post with the Carlist army in Spain; and four 
years later he acted as Assistant Military Attache to the 
Ottoman army in the Russo-Turkish War and saw much 
of the fighting. In 1879 he volunteered for the second 
Afghan War and served as A.D.C. to Sir Frederick Roberts, 
who two years later took him on to South Africa as his 
private secretary. In 1882 Roily Melgund, as he was 
called, served with the Mounted Infantry in Egypt, where 
he was wounded, and for a short time he commanded the 
regiment. 

In 1883 he married Mary, daughter of General the Hon. 
Charles Grey, a younger son of Lord Grey, the Prime 
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Minister. Slio was one of tlu' best' looking, most charming 
and popular girls of lu^r day. For tlie next two vears 
Melgund was Military Bc'cre.tary to ]jord Ijansdowne when 
Governor-General of (ktiada. and in Hiel's reln'llion !i{> 
acted as Chief of Stall to the Canadian forces and was 
present at the battle of Fish (V('(‘lc. 

Alter contesting a seat in Northern In^latid as a. Liberal 
Unionist Melgund lived an aotive country life on Ihs 
Roxburghshire estate until In* siu'ceeded his fat Inn* in 
1891. In his own county he. was espt'cially int.('rested 
in the Volunteer movement; for he remained at heart a. 
soldier. 

Seven years later, at tln^ ag(i of fifty-thref,*, he was 
appointed Governor-Ceneral of Canada, probably on Lord 
Lansdowne’s recommendation. This olbun' he Indd for 
nearly six years with exceptional success and universal 
approval His simple straightforward manners and his 
reputation as a sportsman and a soIdi(>r end(’,ared him to 
all, while his wdfe’s kindness and bf'auty much en¬ 
hanced his popularity. Both with Sir Wilfrid Laurier, 
the Canadian Premier, and dost^ph ('hamberlain, the 
Colonial Secretary at hojiun he worked on loyal and fric'iidly 
terms. During these y(>ars the revfmue and fFopidaf ion of 
Canada increased by fifty per cent. - settl(>rs poure.d in from 
England, the United States and Kurojje, the Klondyke 
Gold Mines were opened, Canadian forces took pitri. in t.lu' 
South African War—their first military adventure overseas 

and the long-standing Alaska Boundary dispute with 
the United States of America was sett.hal. Tn 1902 the 
Duke and Duchess of York, later King George. V and 
Queen Mary, spent five', weeks in Canada— tJui first visit 
of a King and Queen of England-and in 1904 Minto h*it 
the Domimon. Seventeen years later, his eldest son was 
to marry a daughter of Canada. 

Within twelve months of leaving Canada Minto was 
appointed Viceroy of India, where his success was hardly 
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less tlian it had been in Canada; though when Lord 
Curzon heard who his successor was to be he is said to 
have asked, “Isn’t that the gentleman who only iumps 
hedges?” 

During Minto’s term of office in India an agreement 
as to frontiers was made with Russia; and though much 
of his Indian poHcy was dictated by John Morley, the 
Secretary of State for India in Whitehall, for the domestic 
Indian reforms of 1909 Minto himself was mainl y re¬ 
sponsible. He added a native member to his Viceroy’s 
Council in the face of much criticism and opposition, and 
he led the way to more liberal government. Even when 
an attempt was made on the lives of Lady Minto and 
himself at Allahabad he refused to desert his beliefs. His 
soldierly bearing and qualities appealed particularly to the 
Indian princes, who saw in him the type of an English 
gentleman and with whom his relations were exceptionally 
friendly; probably no Indian Viceroy was so universally 
liked and so widely respected: the loyalty and enthusiasm 
of the ruling Indian chiefs during the First World War 
was largely due to his shrewd and cheery camaraderie, 
while Lady Minto’s constant interest and sympathy were 
also of the utmost help to him. The Indian Nurses’ 
Association which she founded for Europeans in India, 
as she had previously started cottage hospitals in Canada, 
became and remains an unforgotten example of her 
work. 

Minto left India in 1910 and on arriving home was given 
the Garter; but afterwards he took no part in political 
affairs, and in 1913 he fell ill, dying at Hawick on 1st March 
1914. His eldest son is the present earl. 

Minto, in the words of Lord Morley, was an able, active 
and conscientious soldier and public servant, “firm and 
always loyal and considerate to others, and sensible 
enough to understand the honesty of views with which 
he did not perhaps always agree, but often guiding and 
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seconding by his popular personality the work of statesmen 
who laid down policy.” His simple, common sense and 
directness of mind and purpose, his sympathy and pro¬ 
found sincerity, did lasting goori to the Britisli name, in 
India, and eased the work of his successors in more difficuilt 
times. 
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LORD HARDINGE OF PENSHURST 

1910-1916 


pHARLES HARDINGE, afterwards Lord Hardinge of 
AA Penshurst, was the second son of Charles Stewart, 
2nd Viscount Hardinge, and grandson of the 1st Viscount, 
who had been Governor-General of India from 1844 to 
1848. His father had been an M.P., an Under-Secretary 
of State and Chairman of the Trustees of the National 
Gallery. His mother, Lady Lavinia Bingham, daughter 
of the 3rd Earl of Lucan, died when he was six years old. 

Born on 20th June 1858 at Highgate, he was educated 
at Harrow and at Trinity College, Cambridge, where he 
was a good oar and football player. He passed into the 
Diplomatic Service in 1880 and then served successively 
in Constantinople, Bucharest and Paris. His account of 
these years in Old Diplomacy makes fascinating reading, 
for it shews the early life of a man of character and in¬ 
telligence who was determined to make good. In 1890 
he married his first cousm, the Hon. Winifred Sturt, 
daughter of Henry, 1st Lord Alington, and niece of Lord 
Northbrook, who fifteen years earlier had been Viceroy of 
India. 

Hardinge made a rapid and successful career in the 
Diplomatic Service, becoming Secretary of Legation at 
Teheran, Secretary of Embassy (Counsellor) at St Peters¬ 
burg, Assistant Under-Secretary of State at the Foreign 
Office, and in 1904 British Ambassador at St Petersburg, 
when he was sworn a Privy Councillor. Two years later, 
while still under fifty, he was promoted to be Permanent 
Under-Secretary at the Foreign Ofiice, one of the two most 
powerful and important positions in the Civil Service. 
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Well versed in Ms profession, popular in society, an 
ambitious, cultivated and able man, be had become a 
close friend of King Edward VII, during the latter part 
of whose reign he acted as Minister in attendance on the 
King during his various Continental Journeys. The 
knowledge of foreign Courts and their biading figures 
which he thus acquired was of tlu^ gr(>atest valuer bis 
wife was also attached to the .Royal lloustdiold. 

Hardinge was now at the very v.eiitre of a,flairs; his 
opinion and his conduct of busiiu'ss wcuh' highly r('ga.rded in 
the Cabinet, for he was known to be both an alert and a 
safe man. In 1910 he was (■•hos(U) fy Asquitli and iMorley 
to be Viceroy of India, a, post tliat Lord Kitchener hail 
long coveted, and he was th(',n made Uj p('er, though he, 
said that he would have preferred to have, waited until 
later for this honour. Three main f(!a,tur('s distinguished 
his term of office: (1) the Delhi Durbar held in Toil to 
celebrate King George V’s accession. Idiis was a, triumj)}! 
of organisation and ceremony held in a vast and specially 
built camp and attended by all the Indian princes in their 
gorgeous paraphernalia (one proposed bringing two tigers 
with him). The management and layout', of this i)ageant 
was largely due to Hardinge's personal supervision; it 
probably surpassed the greatest (>fforts of Urn Moguls and 
was one of the finest oriental displays that have ever been 
seen. (2) The declaration of the reunion of the two parts 
of Bengal which had been partitioned in Lord Curzon’s 
time, a division which had led to much discontent and 
sedition. (3) The transfer of the capital of India from 
Calcutta to the more central situation of New Did hi. This 
annoyed the Calcutta merchants and British residents, 
but was otherwise an advantage now that contiguity to 
the sea was not a necessity. 

In 1912, when Lord and Lady Hardinge were making 
tteu State entry into Delhi on an elephant, a bomb w® 
thrown at them by which the Viceroy was badly wounded 
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and for some weeks was laid up. The general result, 
however, was to evoke wide sympathy for him all over 
the country. But in July 1914 he lost his wife, who had 
gone home to England; and a few months later his elder son 
died of wounds received in France in the First World War. 

During this war he successfully supervised the supply of 
Indian troops to Europe; and in the campaign in Meso¬ 
potamia it was on Hardinge that devolved the special duty 
of maintaining the transport and maintenance of troops 
and material to the expedition in the Persian Gulf. Though 
successful at first, this campaign did not go well later on, 
particularly as regards the medical arrangements and 
care of the sick and wounded. Hardinge went to Busra and 
up the Shat-el-Arab to see matters for himself; and some 
improvements were improvised. In the ensuing enquiry in 
London, though the responsibility was technically his, 
he was exonerated from blame, which was laid more 
directly on the Indian military authorities. 

In the summer of that year the Prime Minister aimounced 
that because of his great services and in order to benefit by 
his experience Hardinge had been requested to remain on 
in India for another six months; and when he returned 
to England in the spring of 1916 he was made a Knight of 
the Garter. 

As soon as he was back the Government again made 
use of his services. For the second time he was appointed 
Permanent Under-Secretary at the Foreign Ofiice, in 
which capacity he later arranged for the Peace Conference 
in Paris. He also acted as Chairman of the Royal Com¬ 
mission on the Rebellion in Ireland. In 1920 he was 
appointed British Ambassador in Paris, the highest 
position in his profession, and here he remained until 
1922, when he retired from the public service. He had 
led a long public life, he was becoming tired, and he did not 
get on with Curzon, the Foreign Secretary, who had also 
been his predecessor in India. 
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In later^ife lie. was concerned with business in the City. 
In 1923 and 1924 he acted as British Delegate for India 
in conferences at Geneva, and he attended the House of 
Lords regularly, though he seldom spoke; lu^ used to sit on 
the Bishops’ bench where a lay lord may not speak. He 
lived in London and at Penshurst, wlieix* his garden, his 
books and his Indian correspond(uits oceipiied him. Tlu“r(> 
he died on 2nd August 1944 at tlu'. agx; of eighty-six. I’lu' 
present Lord Hardinge is his second and only surviving 
son. 

Hardinge was one of the most distinguished })u])li(! 
figures of his day. As a Civil Servant lie had held two of 
the principal embassies and for ten years h<‘ had hc'.en the 
permanent head of the Foreign Oflice. Hi' had staged 
the Delhi Durbar and the Paris Peac.e Cijnhireiice, and 
during five crucial years lie liad been Vic(‘roy <jf India and 
kept up a regular flow of native troojis to tln^ British Army. 
He had been the friend and adviser of King Kdward VII, 
and he knew nearly every crowned head and leading 
statesman in Europe and many of those in Asia—he 
probably received more foreign ordc'.rs of diivalry than 
any man living outside Royal tarcles. An accomplished 
linguist, a trained diplomat and an (dlic.ient administi'ator, 
his success had been due in the main to Ids <jwn ability and 
diligence rather than to advcmtitious aids. A mim^ of 
information on conduct, people, placacs a.nd ■f)ast events, 
he was a kind, amusing and sympathetic friend. Yet he 
had his full share of personal sorrow; his wih*., his ddcir sou 
and his only daughter were all taken from him long before 
their time. But he did not relax in his work. Full of 
character, energy and determination, helcdt behind him the 
record of an active and brilliant man who had devoted 
himself to his own duties and to the interests of his country. 
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VISCOUNT CHELMSFORD 


1916-1921 

T^REDERIO JOHN NAPIER THESIGER, afterwards 
3rd Lord and 1st Viscount Chelmsford, was born at 
7 Eaton Square, London, on 12tb August 1868, the eldest 
son of Frederic Augustus, 2nd Lord, by Fanny, daughter 
of Major-General Heath, of the Bombay Army. His 
paternal grandfather, when Lord Chancellor in Lord 
Derby’s Cabinet of 1858, had been raised to the peerage; 
and his father, a distinguished soldier who had seen much 
service in the Crimea, the Indian Mutiny and South Africa, 
had risen to the rank of General and had been Lieutenant- 
Governor of the Cape of Good Hope. 

Ihesiger was educated at Winchester and Magdalen 
College, Oxford, where he became a Fellow of All Souls, 
for he was a good classical scholar. After being called to 
the Bar he married in 1894 the Hon. Frances Charlotte 
Guest, daughter of the 1st Lord Wimborne, and he then 
served for some years as a member of the London School 
Board and of the London County Council. In 1905 he 
succeeded his father in the peerage and was successively 
appointed Governor of Queensland and of New South 
Wales, and in 1913 he was made a G.C.M.G. 

In the First World War he went out to India as a 
lerritorial captain with the Dorsetshire Regiment and the 
Royal Army Service Corps, being then nearly fifty years 
of age; and during these years he lost his eldest son from 
wounds received in Mesopotamia, While he was guarding 
the wireless station near Simla he was designated by 
Hardinge the Viceroy to take a mission of enquiry to the 
Persian Gulf on the medical mismanagement there; but 
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before be had started he was sxiddtiiily appointed Viceroy as 
successor to Hardingi'., wlio had ])e{in (iir('c.icd to offer him 
the post by Austen Clunnberlain, the then Hecre.tary of 
State. Chelmsford’s ])rotlier-in-law, WiinboriU'. was Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ircdaud; Ids fatJier Iiad gove.nu'd the Cape, 
of Good Hope; and he liimsclf had held similar posts in 
Australia. According to Ilardingc', the nanu's of four 
Tory peers had been su1)mitted to Asqiuth, tin? Lrime 
Minister, but “h(> would not look a,t tlumi”; he preh'.rred 
a Fellow of All Souls who was on tin; s[)ot. It is said that 
Chelmsford had th<>. letter in his poctkf'.t when his colomd 
told him that he ought to be doing sonudhing bi'ttm’ than 
commanding a com[)any. 

Dui’ing his five years of office fhehnsford was elo.s(*ly 
concerned in the so-calk'd f^Ioutagu-Cludmsford plans 
for devolution which wer('. inaugural(‘d by Mr Edwin 
Montagu, who was first Uudcr-B(‘,cr('ta,ry a.nd subsequently 
Secretary of State for India (1917-22). Montagu visited 
India himself and worked hard to ptusuade ])oth th(‘ 
Viceroy and Indian opinion to acccjpt his i,)ropoaals. There 
had been considerable unrest and agifatiem for mortf self- 
government or Home Rule (Swaraj), I<u] by Mr Gandhi; 
and various extensions of the native share* in administra¬ 
tion were made; the fir.st Indian Govcu’jior of a Province, 
Lord Sinha in Behar, bedng appointt'.d during (,lh<‘1msford’s 
term of office. 

Curing these years a wide influenza (‘pidemie. ami famine 
spread all over the country and cost many liviis; and 
when in 1919 riots of a revolutionary naturts broke out at 
the religious capital of the Sikhs, some troops 
under Brigadier-General Dycjr were employed in aid of 
the civil power. They fir*ed on tlie mob; and a regri^ttabhi 
loss of life of nearly four hundred resulted, which was 
later the subject of a judicial enquiry and censure. 

Early in 1921 the fost meeting of the Indian Legislature 
and of the new Chamber of Princes was opened by the 
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Duke of Comiauglit; and in April of that year Ckelmsford 
left India. On returning home he was made a viscount. 

In the first Labour Government of 1924 he was for a 
short time First Lord of the Admiralty, and he subse¬ 
quently acted for two years as Agent-General in London 
for New South Wales. In 1930 he was appointed Warden 
of Winchester, and in 1932 Warden of All Souls, his former 
colleges. In the following year he died suddenly at the 
age of sixty-four at Ardington House, Wantage, on 1st 
April 1933. The present viscount is his second son. 

Chelmsford was a quiet and retiring man with a serious 
and lifelong devotion to municipal and public service. 
Like his father and his maternal grandfather, he had an 
interest in India and also much knowledge of colonial and 
local government, in which he played by no means a 
colourless but a respected and honoured part. Not a 
strong politician, he had progressive views to which he 
had the courage to adhere. 
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MARQUESS OF READING 

1921-1926 

T) UPUS DANIEL ISAACS, afterwards Marquess of 
Reading, was born in London on 10th October 1860, 
the second son of Joseph Michael Isaacs, a fruit merchant 
of Einsbury Square, by Sarah, daughter of Daniel Davis. 
His family, of Jewish stock, was gifted with brains and 
initiative and was to supply a Lord Mayor to London in 
1889. Slightly educated at University College School and 
in Brussels and Hanover, Rufus Isaacs took little interest 
in the family business and at the age of sixteen he went to 
sea as ship s boy, at a wage of ten shillings a month, on a 
Glasgow cargo boat where he defeated and knocked down 
the forecastle bully, for he was a boxer and ready with his 
hands. On this voyage he visited South America and 
India, where he was to be Viceroy half a century later. 

On his return to England he again tried the family 
business, travelhng occasionally to the Continent; but 
being still unattracted by it, in 1880 he became a clerk and 
■^kter a member of the Stock Exchange. Having little 
capital or knowledge, he came to grief and was hammered, 
his debts remaining round his neck for many years. 
Disraeli had had a somewhat similar experience. Finally 
Isaacs turned to the Bar at the late age of twenty-four, 
for he had a fever of ambition, abihty and energy. In 
1887 he was called at the Middle Temple and in the same 
year he married Alice Edith, daughter of Albert Cohen, a 
Hamburg merchant. 

His success at the Bar was almost phenomenal. He had 
a rapid, incisive and persuasive address, a finely modulated 
voice, an attractive appearance and manner, and he 
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worked amazingly liard. Jlc spok<‘ without notes and 
never bullied witiu'ssfw. In his first yc'ar he inadt* £;>()() 
and for the next twenty-five, years Ik* was engaged in a. 
number of .famous actions a,iul c/t/iscs vrit-lm's of the day, 
among them Allen and Flood, (iutwynd v. Durhain, the 
Goudie, Hartopp, Taff Val(>, and Whitaker Wright eases. 
When in 1904, just befoin Lilawals eatne into office, 
he was elected M.P. for K(‘ading, fie was ina Icing .1‘2<S.()00 
a year. The new (bmniereiat court liad opened a fresli 
field of success for liini; and liis reputali<»n kept pace* wifli 
his income. 

In the House of Coinnions fie soon made Ids mark, 
becoming a friend of Lfoyd Gi'orge; and in It) 10 .A-squitii 
appointed him Holicitor-General, proniot.ing fiim in a few 
months to bo Attoruey-Genm-al. 'I’wo years lati-r fie was 
sworn a Privy Oouneiflor and given a seat in ffie Cafiinet^ 
the first Attornoy-Genoral to sit tfieiv. In tfiis eapaeit.v 
he conducted several important, Biffs tfirougli tlie flousi*' 

During 1912 and 1913 lie was inuidi liaruss<*d iiv uc'cusu- 
tions connected witli the fiurehasi' of sfiaivs in tfu" Maremii 
Company, of wliicfi his firotlier was managing direcdor, 
and in which he had foolisfily fioughf some sliart's (though 
only at the market price) in eonpiany witli other Ministers; 
but after a long and careful enquiry tlu* House of Gonimons 
exonerated him of any improper inotivi* or action. In t,lie 
press of business he was often cureless (an<i not very 
successful) about bis personal financial affairs. Di'spite 
this trouble he was in October 1913 appointed Lord Chief 
Justice of England in succession to J^ord Alverstonc. 
He could always sleep at a moment's notice, and he used 
to say that that fitted him to bo a judge, A few months 
later he was created a baron as Lord Reading. 

On the outbreak of war in 1914 he was calletl into 
counsel by the Cabinet and the Treasury, and he took 
a large^ share in the financial legislation necessitated by 
hostilities; indeed for many months he continued to work 
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day and night at this as well as at his judicial duties. As 
an acknowledgment of this double strain he was made a 
G.C.B. in June 1915. By that time Great Britain’s balances 
in New York had disappeared and it was vital to get more 
credit. A Presidential election was in view; and the out¬ 
look was not favourable. It was accordingly determined 
to send an Anglo-French Loan Mission to the States; and 
Beading was chosen as its leader. 

With his expert advisers he arrived in New York in 
September. He already had friendly comiections with 
the great banking house of J. P. Morgan; and his tact, 
eloquence and statesmanship enabled him to carry through 
his mission. He negotiated with Ministers and bankers, 
addressed public and private meetings, and within a 
month had raised a loan of 500 million dollars. He then 
returned to his work in London, and in June 1916 was made 
a viscount. 

Early in the following year the United States came into 
the war; and Reading was sent to Washington and 
Ottawa as High Commissioner to supervise and co-ordinate 
the immense orders for material which the British Govern¬ 
ment was placing in America. 

On his return to London in November he was raised 
to an earldom, and two months later he was appointed 
Ambassador in Washington. Mr Page, then American 
Ambassador in London, writing to President Wilson, 
said of him; He is one of the ablest Englishmen living, 
not so spectacular as old Dizzy, but far sounder. In a 
concrete job he will succeed better than any man.” The 
Times called him the “ Government’s financial right hand.” 
Two difficult problems with which he had to deal during 
his embassy were the temporary command of the fresh 
American troops by British generals and the sale to India 
of large consignments of silver to meet the shortage of 
currency there. In August 1918 he went back for con¬ 
sultation to London, having received honorary degrees at 
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all the major America,n iinivorsitii's, a unique honour for 
a foreigner. 

After the Armistice Riauling ]>ai(i ;i brief visit to Pari.s 
as a member oJ the Su])r('in(’, (buticil, and he then ref timed 
to Washington to take lenoa'. on the compleiirtn of his 
mission in May 1919 . 

For some months lie now n'sumed wlnit seenn'd the 
comparatively dull routine, of trying caust's and travelling 
circuit, until early in 1921 he was appoint (mI Viceroy o} 
India in succession t,o Ijord (dielmsford. lie was now 
over sixty years of age a,nd had ladiind him a (piartcr of a- 
century of gruelling work; hut his thirst for further and 
fresh activities had not diminished. The (Jreco-d’urkish 
war had greatly exacerbated .Moslem feeling in India; and 
the support given to tlu' {<r('eks by fin' (fovm'nnii'nt'- in 
London made the position delicate, ibaiding depree-ated 
this policy and pressed for his advic<‘ to be made known, so 
Edwin Montagu, the Becndary of Btate for India, rdeasi'd 
the relevant despatch without asking tln^ (’abiiu't's lea via 
and in consequence had to resign his oflicc. .Mi'anwhih' in 
India Reading was c.vercising a witle and moderating 
influence on domestic policy, for he, had a racial flair for the 
East. His Liberal princqih's weri' known, and his pidieial 
attitude was appreciated. 

In 1922 the Prince of Wales paid a visit to India; and 
in the following years there, was much domr>stie, h'gi.sla- 
tion. The Press Acts wcr(‘ repealed; a prof.e.ctive iarif! 
was inaugurated; the opium traffic was .still ftirflier i-e- 
fetricted, and the Indian marine was reorganised. The 
position of Indians in the llonumons and sdr-gov^f^rmne 
Colonies was also a constant subject of negotiation. In 
1924 there were serious Hindu-Mosicm riots at Kohat in 
the North-W^est Provinces, and the.se went on .simmering 
for .some time. 

Early in 1925 Reading went home for three months, 
leaving Lord Lytton, Governor of Bengal, in charge. He 
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returned to India in August, and was again faced with 
the continuing antagonism between Hindus and Moslems, 
as well as with the rapid rise of communal organisations 
which adversely affected the working of the provincial 
legislatures. During all his term of office Reading had 
maintained constant friendly relations with the ruling 
princes, as he also did with four successive Secretaries of 
State—tasks that were not always easy. 

In April 1926 he finally returned to England and was 
immediately advanced, without consultation, to a mar- 
quessate, the first Englishman since Wellington to have 
risen in his lifetime to this rank from that of a commoner. 
His religion debarred him from the Garter. He was now 
for the first time in his life without occupation, and, 
having no pension, without very much income. So he 
turned again to the City, where his experience and mental 
endowments soon opened a new field for him. He joined 
the Board of Imperial Chemical Industries, of which he 
was later President; he became Chairman of United 
Newspapers, of the Palestine Electric Corporation and of 
Carreras Tobacco, and a director of the National Provincial 
Bank. Here his financial and legal knowledge, his high 
repute and position, were of the first importance; and he 
devoted himself to the interests of his companies with his 
usual industry and acumen. 

He still kept up his connection with India and with the 
India Office, but he remained always opposed to the grant 
of Dominion status; the time, he thought, for that had not 
yet come. For the depressed classes and for those of his 
own faith in Europe he felt and shewed constant sympathy 
and help. 

In 1928 he was appointed Captain of Deal Castle, and 
in that year he served his term as Treasurer of the Inner 
Temple, an office he had never yet found time to fill. In 
1930 he led the Liberal delegation to the India Round 
Table Conference, where he occupied the key position. 
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In January of that year he Iiaci lost bis wife, who liad long 
been in poor health but had snbordinat(‘d her int(>rests to 
his own. Her help and sympathy in blngland, Aimwica 
and India had always been his eonstant stand-Iiy. 

On the formation of the National Oovermiient in the 
summer of 1931 Reading bccnnie for a. hnv mont hs Foreign 
Secretary and Leader of the. House of Lonls; hut lu' took 
no office on the reform of the administration ii\ Oeloher. 
The constant labour, day and night, and the journevs to 
Paris and Geneva would have been too severe a tax on his 
strength. In that summer he married Ht('l!a, daughter of 
Charles Charnaud. She had been his late wif(‘'s privuite 
secretary and has become well known for her many 
beneficent activities in the. huidersliip oi Women's organisa¬ 
tions. With her he went for a long lioliday in Pah^stine. 
and Egypt to restorii his h<‘alth. and at Luxor lu^ fell 
dangerously ill with douhh'. pneumonia,; hut he ma<le a 
marvellous recovery. 

After a visit to the United Htate.s for some <‘eremoiues 
he was appointed in 1034 Lord Warden of the Cinque 
Ports, and thereafter In^ lived mueh at Walmer t'astle, 
w'here he was near to the sea which he. so irtmth loved. But 
his strength had long been overtaxed; and aff<fr a short 
illness he died full of lionours at 32 (.Hirzon iStrecit, on 
30th December 1935, at the ages of sesventy-fives. The, 
present marquess is his only son. 

hew people of our days have ha<l a more, reniarkahle, 
rapid and romantic career with more succsissseH in so many 
different directions than Lord ILsaiHng. An abstennonH 
and healthy man, his handsome, a.pp(iaran<*e., his clear 
understanding and address, his diplomatic maimer and 
^ncial experience and his many popular social gifts 
mpired those with whom be came in contact witli a real 

■ to fill some of the higliest places 

in the State with a general approval and admiration that 
have rarely been surpassed. 
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LORD IRWIN, EARL OF HALIFAX 

1926-1931 


Tj^DWARD FREDERICK LINDLEY WOOD, later 
Lord Irwin and Earl of Halifax, was born on 16th 
April 1881, at Powderham Castle, Devon, the fourth son of 
Charles, 2nd Viscount Halifax, by Lady Agnes Elizabeth 
Courtenay, only daughter of William, 11th Earl of Devon. 
The Woods had been established in the West Riding of 
Yorkshire since the early seventeenth century and were the 
owners of considerable agricultural and coal-ruining estates. 
The 1st viscount, Sir Charles Wood, had been a distin¬ 
guished Whig statesman, and after taking a double first 
at Oxford had sat in the House of Commons for forty years 
and been successively Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
President of the Board of Control, First Lord of the 
Admiralty, Secretary of State for India and Lord Privy 
Seal, until he was raised to the peerage in 1866. A man 
of wide repute and influence, with a thorough knowledge 
of Indian affairs which he had managed in London in the 
days of the East India Company and of the Crown, before 
and after the Mutiny, he lived to the age of eighty-four. 
His son, the 2nd viscount, who lived to the age of 
ninety-four, was a staunch and prominent High Church¬ 
man, an Ecclesiastical Commissioner and President of the 
English Cliurcli. Union for forty years, a greatly respected 
figure in Yorkshire. 

Edward Wood while still a boy became his father’s 
heir by the death of his three elder brothers. He was 
educated at Eton and'Christ Church, where, like his grand¬ 
father, he took first-class Honours, and was then elected 
a Fellow of All Souls. In 1909 he married Lady Dorothy 
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Onslow, daughter of Willianu 4th Karl of Onslow, and in 
the following year he hccaine M.P. for Kipon. lit' was 
soon recognised as a promising and popular nienilx'r of 
Parliament, for he had hoth character and <'oura<ic. 
qualities which always apjieal to the House of Commons. 
Like his grandfather, he already had the makings of a 
statesman; and like his fa.ther. he was a. local ami con¬ 
vinced Anglican; he was aJso a. ktam and practised rid(M- 
in the hunting .field and was Master of the .Middhdon Ko.\- 
hounds. In the First World Wa.r h(> s(>rved in Frama' as a, 
major in the Yorkshin* Dragoons, his local Vcomanrv 
regiimmt, being mentioned for his servic(\s in despatclu's.' 

In 1917 he was imuh' Assistant M('cr(>iary at th(' .Ministry 
of National Hervice, and four yea,rs later he was trans¬ 
ferred as Under-Recretiiry to the. ('olonial Oflic('. Here he 
did well, for he was serious, ready and courtf'ons. In 1!>22 
ho was appointed Presichmt ol the Doanl of Kducation and 
a Privy Councillor, entering the Cabinet at the age of 
forty; and in the lf)l!owiug y(‘ar he bccami' .Minister of 
Agrioulture and .Fislu'rics. He was also a, ftersrjtia! fricmd 
of Arthur Balfour, Rtanhy Biddwin and N('ville (thandier- 
lain, who all had a high opinion of his merits, and he was 
regarded by many of the younger Conservative M.Its as 
the future leader of their party. 

At tlie end of 192o Kdward Wood was s(d(u;tcd a,s 
Viceroy of India to sucfss'd .Lord R(*ading, and he was tlnm 
raised to the peerage as LoitI Irwin. Ib* Wfuit out. in April 
1926; and his time in India coincided almost entirely with 
the active rise of Congo'ss and the widc'spread and in¬ 
creasing agitation for Rwaraj. The las'cnt. Wf)rld War had 
encouraged this movennent towards ni<ii‘p(mdence by 
shewing that the West was not invincible, Jrwin’s natural 
sympathies were not opposi'd to this (hisire; and his 
moderating infhienc.e. was able to sonu* e.xffmt- t(» control 
and direct it. Its protagonist) was the Mahatma (.Jandhi, 
an ascetic, enlightened and exalted Hindu politician who 
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had become the apostle of the “ British must go ” policy, the 
keynote of which was to preserve Hinduism. But Gandhi 
and many of his followers were religious men, and they 
recognised and respected the genuine religious beliefs and 
conduct of the Viceroy. His tall, spare figure, thoughtful 
expression and quiet maimers appealed to them; they 
admitted his dignitas, gravitas and pietas. 

In 1928 a statutory Commission under Sir John (now 
Viscount) Simon visited India to examine the whole 
question of her relations with the Paramount Power. It 
was during their visit to India that Lord Irwin in October 
1929 made his famous pronouncement which indicated the 
aim of the British Government: “that the natural issue 
of India’s constitutional progress was the attainment of 
Dominion status.” He had been in London for four 
months leaving Lord Goschen in charge. In this year, 
just before Christmas, when Lord and Lady Irwin were 
approaching New Delhi a bomb blew up a coach of the 
Viceregal train, though without hurting them. 

The Report of the Simon Commission was not well 
received in India; and as Gandhi had started campaigning 
against the Salt Laws he had to be interned. After his re¬ 
lease he had conversations with the Viceroy which led to the 
so-called “Delhi Pact,” and he was subsequently a delegate 
to the Round Table Conference in London; but on his 
return to India he reverted to his policy of opposition. 
Meanwhile the Viceroy’s critics accused him alternately of 
liarslmess and weakness. 

All these years were full of great political difficulty; 
l)ut a, number of useful domestic laws and ordinances were 
pass(',d in many states and provinces. 

Lord Irwin returned to England in 1931 and was then 
made a Knight of the Garter. In the following year he 
was again appointed President of the Board of Education 
and in 1933 Chancellor of Oxford University in succession 
to Lord Curzon. Early in 1934 he succeeded his father 
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as 3rd Viscount Halifax, and from then onwards he filled 
a number of the chief political posts. H(‘ did not s(ick 
office, office sought him. He was made Secretary of State 
for War and Lord Privy Seal in ]93o; Lord President of 
the Council in 1937; and finally Foreign Sfu-retarv in 1938. 
In that capacity he had to d(',al with th(' imm’iiunua'. of 
hostilities with Cermany. He. visited Bfo-lin and accom¬ 
panied Neville Chamberlain to meet l\Iussoiini in Pome and 
Hitler on the Rhine. Like Chamberlain (and Sir Robert 
Walpole), Lord Halifax wa.s r(^ady to go a. lofig wa.y t,o 
spam England another war. His idforts, howi'vi'r, were 
fruitless, and were aftemvards stigniatrsed by somi^ as 

appeasement. During th(‘.se years he was also a. popular 
and successful leader of the House of Ijord.s. 

At the momentous change of Covernment in May H)40 
he could almost certainly havii. had tlu' offer of the, Pi’iumer- 
ship had he so desired. But, like, (iirzon, he was a peer, 
and the voice of the country called for .Mr. Churchill. 

Three months later, on the death of Lord Lothian, Lonl 
Halifax was appointed Ambassador to the United States, 
and there he remained for five years, travelling and speaking 
ad over the country ami maintaining the clos(\st and most 
friendly relations with President Roosevelt in Washington. 
He also remained a member of the War Cabinet in Lomim. 
Lord Halifax’s tenure of his mission during the delicate 
and often crucial periods of the Second World War entitle 
him to be reckoned as a great Ambassador. 

In 1944 he was raised to an earldom, and in 1946 on the 
termination of his embassy he was given tlie Order of 
Merit, the first ex-Viceroy to receive it. IVo years later 
he was made Chancellor of thf'. Ordm- of the Carter. One 
of the few who can sway the House of Lords by a speech, ho 
^now regarded as an elder statesman; he is a member of the 
House of Laity and of the Council of the and a 

D-C-Ii., or its equivalent, of twelve British, Canadian and 
American Universities. 


140 


iSir 0, BirUp pmx 


FIUOIOM AX KHKKMAX-TH( )MAS 

ALVRQ.UEKy OF WILLI XU DON 


MARQUESS OF WILLINGDON 
1931-1936 

L'^REEMAN THOMAS, afterwards Earl and Marquess of 
J- Willingdon, was born at Ratton in Sussex on 12tli 
September 1866, the only son of Freeman Thomas of that 
pkce and of Yapton, by the Hon. Mabel Brand, daughter 
of Henry Boiiverie, 1st Viscount Hampden, formerly 
Speaker of the House of Commons. His family, long 
settled in Sussex, was descended from Arthur Freeman, who 
had married a daughter of Sir George Thomas, Governor of 
the Leeward Islands in 1750; and their son Inigo, M.P. for 
Weobley, had taken the name of Thomas on inheriting his 
mother’s property. 

Freeman Thomas was educated at Eton and Trinity 
College, Cambridge, where he was a distinguished athlete, 
bemg Captain of the Cricket Eleven both at his school and 
university, thus wearing the coveted light blue cap for 
seven consecutive years. He was also a deft fives player, a 
good shot and a keen rider to hounds, being for some time 
Master of the Eastbourne pack. 

In 1892 he married Marie Adelaide, daughter of Thomas, 
afterwards 1st Earl Brassey, a prominent Liberal, and the 
son of a wealthy contractor. He then took the surname of 
Freeman-Thomas. From 1897 to 1900 he served as A.D.C. 
to his father-in-law when Governor of Victoria; and on 
returning to England he was elected as Liberal M.P. for 
Hastings and later for Bodmin. He was good-looking, 
good-tempered, shrewd, a good mixer and very popular in 
the House of Commons; and when the Liberals came into 
oftice in 1905 he was appointed a Junior Lord of the 
Treasury and a Wliip, a post for which he was eminently 
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suited. Five years later lie was promoted to tlu' House of 
Lords as Lord Willingdoii, being' tlu'n a.pjioinfed a Lord 
in Waiting. 

In 1913 lie was made (lovernor of Lomijay, wli(>re liis 
friendly and straightforward qualities in eounei! and Ins 
abilities at outdoor sports at once made him an outstanding 
success. In the. following yea.r he lost his (ddesf son in ihi' 
First World War. Five y(>a,rs later h(‘ was f ransh'rnsl as 
Governor to Madras, wlu'.n' h(' was as well liked as he had 
been in Bombay. In both pr('sidenei(>s he was much 
helped by his active and attractiv(' wile, whom h<‘ called 
his “constant inspiration and (mcourag'<*mentand he 
wasgenerally considered, both in India and at home, us an 
ideal Governor. In 1924 he was 1h(> Ihdcgate for India, at 
the Geneva ConfeDuice; and on linishing his term at Madras 
he was advanced to a, visc,ountcy. In 192f> Willingdon was 
sent as head of a mission to ('hina to settle the terms of the 
Boxer Indemnity. Ho traveled by way of Canada, when* 
his father-in-law had built the Gnmd d’runk Bailwav, and 
had then to traverse mudi of the Chin<‘se Fmpire, moving 
between South and North to visit the rival War lamis 
and crossing their frontiers undi'r heaxw eworts. Whil(^ 
he was in China he received the offer of tin*, (fovernor- 
Generalship of Ganadaj and on liis n*turn to Kngland lu* 
was made a G.C.M.G. 

Willingdon was now a man of sixty, but V(*ry young for 
his age, a tried and experien(;ed offict*r of tln^ Grown. His 
work in the Dominion was fa(,alitated by the new system 
under the Statute ol "Wcstmuistiir of having a High Cbin- 
missioner in Ottawa who was n'sponsihle.' for ah oflidal 
communications with the various departments in White¬ 
hall, so that the Governor-General be(,!aiue only the 
constitutional representative of the Sovertugn. This was 
followed by the exchange of diplomatic envoys between 
Canada and the United States and other countries. 

In 1927 the Diamond Jubilee of the Canadian Federation 
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was celebrated by visits to Canada from the Prince of 
Wales and Stanley Baldwin, the British Prime Minister; 
the long-standing controversy between Canada and New¬ 
foundland regarding the Labrador frontier was form all y 
settled; and a new International Peace bridge was opened 
connecting Ontario with Buffalo in the United States. 
In 1929 Riwnsay MacDonald also visited Canada. 

'Du; Willingdons had endeared themselves to the 
(knadians; fie was called their most popular Governor- 
(leneral; and on Lord Halifax completing his term of 
office in India there seemed to be no one more suitable 
for the place than one who had already served there for ten 
years and knew and was knoAvn to many of its leading figures. 
Four of Willingdon’s predecessors in India, Elgin, Dufferin, 
Lansdowne and Minto, had all been Governors-General of 
(fanada; „ but only once in the last century had a former 
Governor of a Presidency, Bentinck, risen to the highest 
place in India, though Lawrence had refused the Governor¬ 
ship of Bombay. 

Willingdon, who was now given an earldom, took up 
his new office in 1931. He was the oldest Viceroy who had 
ever gone out to India, but he shewed few signs of age. He 
at once started travelling about the country by air, the 
first Viceroy to do so. 

India was still mainly occupied with the Independence 
movement, though there was now an interval of com¬ 
parative quiet; but in 1934 one of the greatest earthquakes 
ever known devastated many provinces and states and 
monopolised attention. 

In 1935 self-government under responsible ministries 
was accorded by the British Parliament to eleven provinces 
of British India, their relations to the Central Executive 
being designed to some extent on a line with those of the 
Federal Constitution in the United States of America. 
During these years various measures were passed to 
regulate the Indian currency; and a commercial treaty 
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was made witli Japan—a rising compi'tittjr with India in 
trade and industry. All liis duties ^^d'lIiilgdon had eaT'ried 
out with exceptional success. Il(> was imnauisely popular 
with the Rajahs, for his gallant b('aring and ojmui, friendly 
manner won the hearts of all. He foughi against tlu' 
divisions between English, and Indian society. As Sir 
James Grigg says, “To any visitor h<‘ invariably conveytMl 
the impression that his visitor was tlu' oiu' piu-son on earth 
he most wanted to .se(>." 

In 1935 he had had some short leave in Ihiglaiid. largely 
occupied with departmental work and formal entertain¬ 
ments. He said to the pn^sent writc'r: “.My holiday will 
only begin when I step on boa,rd ship on my ret urn journey.” 
On his final return home in. 193(> Willingdou was raised 
to a mai'fpiessate, and was la.f(>r apptjinted L((rd Warden 
of the Ginque Ports and ('haix'eilor of the Order of 8t 
Michael and kSI Georgm flis activity and dtvotiou t(.) 
duty remained imdiminislu'd; and in lt!3S In* h>d an 
important Good Will Mission, and in 0(41 a Trad(> Delega¬ 
tion, to Bouth Anierica. Bc'sides having been for twenty 
consecutive years a Governor or Govi'rnor-General in East 
or West, he had thus tra.velle(l in the sei'vha^ of the State 
from China to Peru. 

His good health, good will and good nature, gave him a 
happy life which he always enjoy<‘d, working t-o tlm end. 
Full of honours, beloved by all who kmnv him, an honest 
and able patriot, he di<M in London on 12th August 1941, 
at the age of seventy-four. The. pr(,‘sent marquess is his 
younger and only surviving son. 



Front a phMograph Inj Frm,, Kcm Ddhi, 

VK'^rou ALKXAXf>KU H<iPK 

:^NM) MAKQUKSS OK IJXL1T1I<U)\V 



5 ^ 

MARQUESS OF LINLITHGOW 

im-1943 


■y T(!TOR ALEXANDER JOHN HOPE, now Marquess 
T of Linlithgow, was born on 24th September 1887, at 
Hopetoun House in that county, the eldest son of John 
Adrian Hope, 7th Earl of Hopetoun and later 1st Marquess 
of Linlithgow, by the Hon. Hersey Alice de Molejms, 
daught(‘.r of the 4th Lord Ventry. The Hopes are an ancient 
Scottish family of large estates and of long public service. 
The 7th Earl had served as the first Governor-General of 
the Commonwealth of Australia from 1900 to 1902, when 
he had been raised a step in the peerage. 

His son, the present marquess, first known as Lord 
Hopetoun, was educated at Eton. In 1908 he succeeded 
his father, and three years later he married Doreen 
Maud, daughter of Sir Frederick Milner, 7th Baronet. 
A good cricketer and'' golfer, he served throughout the 
First World War with the Lothians and Border Horse, 
on the staff, and in command of a battalion of the Royal 
Scots. From 1922 to 1924 he was Civil Lord of the 
Admiralty, and from 1924 to 1926 Deputy Chairman of the 
Conservative Party organisation. He was then appointed 
Chairman of the Royal Commission on Agriculture in 
India, with which he worked in that country from 1926 
to 1928. On its conclusion he was made a G.C.I.B. 
and also a Knight of the Thistle. He then became 
Chairman of a Departmental Committee on Agricultural 
Distribution and Prices, of the Imperial College of Science 
and Technology, and President of the Navy League. In 
1933 he was selected to be the Chairman of the very 
important Joint Parliamentary Select Committee on 
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Indian Constitutional llefonns. Me. Mius acajuirf'd a wide 
first-hand knowledge, not only of Mu' pt)Ii(ies and ad¬ 
ministration, but also of general Indian nfiairs. and wlnni 
in 1936 he was appointed Vic(‘r()y of India In* prol)ably 
knew more about the problenis of that couulry than any 
of his predecessors had doin', exc(>pt perliaps Curzon. 

His Viceroyalty of well over seven years was Mu' longest 
there has been since India was transferr(‘d from the Mast 
India Company to tin'. Crown in IHoH. If fell in limes of 
unprecedented difficulty, for during its earlier p('riod th(' 
Viceroy had to face, tin; task of puffing info (‘fb'ct the 
Government of India Act of l!)3o, and from I'K'h) fo l‘)4;{ 
he had the ininnmse r('S})onsibilify of organising India, for 
war. 

A tall, imposing man, who towered ahovt* flu- Indian 
rulers and his own bodyguard. J^ord Linlithgow had both 
knowledge and judgment, and he managed his delicate 
task with an admirable degreij of suc<;es,s. Me was always 
ready to make tlic first movig and his puhlisheii eorrie 
spondence was marked by patienct*, .siiuHire anxiety and 
appreciation of all the points of vit'w put forward. Mis 
personal interest in the details of adminisf rat ion and 
his tireless industry companal with those of Dalhousie 
and Curzon. He was (essentially a ri'ulisf. 

The early years of his Viccn-oyaity W('r(e markc'd bv tb(' 
first general eh'ction in HP}?, under tlu' Government of 
India Act of 1935, and by tin; introducf iou of fh(' system 
of provincial autonomy it {iroviched. At the ele<rfions fhi* 
Congress Party obtained a majority in six of the <‘k‘V('n 
Provincial Assemblies. But tluy rt'fusi'd af. firsf. to takne 
office, and it was only after ('xplanations and reassuraiuaes 
by the Viceroy that tluy C()n8('nt;<>d to do so. 1’hey re¬ 
mained in office until the outbreak of thi' war in 1939, 
But in October of that year the Congress GovernmentH 
resigned; and the Govtjrnors had tlumto take ov(*r power. 
As arrangements to bring th(i Federal part of the Hcheme 
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into operation were not yet complete, further action on it 
was temporarily postponed. 

The period 1939 - 43 was marked by repeated en¬ 
deavours by the Viceroy to meet Indian pohtical aspira¬ 
tions and to secure a friendly relation between this country 
and the chief political parties in India, and by the organisa- 

tion of India for war. 

^ In October 1939 a statement of tbe intentions of the 

British Government proved insufficient to secure Congress 
support; and in August 1940 a further statement by the 
Viceroy accepted the principle that the future constitu¬ 
tion of India should, after the war, be prepared by Indians 
themselves; and it also gave assurances to minorities. In 
July 1941 the Governor-General’s Council was expanded 
and given an Indian majority; and a representative 
National Defence Council was established. In the spring 
of 1942, Sir Stafford Cripps’ Mission made extensive and 
far-reaching constitutional proposals, but again without 
success; and there followed in the autumn of that year Mr 
Gandhi s Quit India ” resolution, and the serious internal 
disoiders that succeeded it. No solution of the constitu¬ 
tional problem had been reached, despite continued 
efforts, when Lord Linlithgow’s term ended. ' 

But while his repeated endeavours had borne little fruit 
in the political field, the Viceroy’s efforts for the organisa¬ 
tion oi India for war were an outstanding success. A 
Defence of India Committee, presided over by Admiral 
of the Fleet Lord Chatfield, had visited India from 1938 to 
1939; and from the beginning of the war, India’s readiness 
to help in men and munitions was made known. A force 
of over two million men, containing material of first-class 
fighting quality, was recruited for the Army; while India’s 
war potential in terms of industrial production and the 
production of military weapons was also developed to the 
highest degree; and in this the Viceroy took the closest 
interest, and also in the equally important matter of 
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supply; indeed, India’s vast war {'(aitribution in men, 
money and material was due in no small deiircc fo Ins 
steady and consistent personal stimulus and suppoii. 

In 1943 Lord ianlitligow ndurned home after seven and 
a half years us Viceroy. He had hortu' an <'.\eep1-ionullv 
heavy lourden. Although lu' had not found the solution of 
the political prohhun, he had made eh'ur the anxiet.v of 
the Government at lioim- to nus't India's national aspira¬ 
tions, while in the organisation of India lor war he had 
provided the firm hand and cool judgment that were ealhsl 
for at a most critical time. Hi* was one of the few who 
considered military danger to he as likely to come from the 
East as from the West. He wanteil l(j I mild a road from 
India to Burma ov(U' tlu^ mountains, hut the e.x'peiise was 
prohibitivii and the- sohiiers wanted other things more. 

In much of his work Lady Linlithgow liad hecm a, 
constant help to him, and partieulnrly hy luo- establish¬ 
ment of a tularculosis fund and eampaign thnmghout 
India. 

On his return Lord Linlithgow was irnnh* a. Knight of 
the Garter, which he alone outside the Royal <-ireIe now 
holds in addition to the Thistle, in H)44 and ItHf* he 
served as Lord High Commissioner to the Chureh of 
Scotland. He is Chancellor of Mdlnhurgh I.Inix'ersity, 
Captain of the Royal (.lompuny c>l Archers, Lord-ljieuLmunt 
of Linlithgow and Chairman of tin* Midland Biink. 




Al:i HI HAl.ll WAVKI.I, 

EAUL WAVKLL 


EARL WAVELL 
1943-1947 

A RCHIBALD PERCIVAL WAVELL, now Earl Wavell, 
^ was bom on 5th May 1883 at Colchester, the son of 
Major-General Archibald Graham Wavell by Lilian Mary, 
daughter of Richard Percival of Springfields near Bradwell 
in Cheshire. Plis family had a long history of public and 
military service. They had been sheriffs and members of 
Pairliamentj Cavaliers in tlie seventeentli century^ and had 
given nine mayors to the city of Winchester. Both his 
grandfather and father had been general officers, the former 
serving in the Peninsular War and the latter in command 
of the Highland Brigade in South Africa, after which he 
settled near Cranborne Chase in Dorset. 

Archibald Wavell took a scholarship at Winchester, 
where he was considered one of the best brains that famous 
school had sent to the Army. He passed fourth into 
Sandhurst and in 1901 was commissioned in the Black 
Watch his father’s regiment. After seeing some shght 
service in South Africa he was sent to India, where he 
devoted himself to the serious study of his profession, to 
learning languages and to travel and sport, much as’Sir 
William Robertson had done twenty years earlier. At the 
age of twenty-five he passed first into the Staff College, 
and was sent to Russia to learn the language. Here again 
he travelled about the country, and was attached to the 
Russian Army on manoeuvres. On his return home he was 
appointed first to the Military Training Department and 
later to the Intelligence Branch of the General Staff. 

He was early in Ftance in the First World War, serving 
as a brigade-major, and later as liaison officer in the 
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Caucasus and Egypt, where he was a friiMui of T. E. 
Lawrence. In 1915 he. married Kiigiaiic. danghfi'r of 
Colonel Owen Quirk, (I.B., Tlu'. Welsh Hi'gimetif. Af. ilu' 
age of thirty-three he was alrt'ady a. 1)revet. lieutonant- 
colonel; and after a short spell on the stall of fhe Iligli 
Command at Versailles he was again in Egypt, under Lord 
Allenby, where ho hecainu' a. l)riga.di(‘r-g('neral and Chief 
of Staff to an Army corps, lien* again he much iiu'feased 
his knowledge of tlu'. Ni'ar and .Middle hast. At fh(‘ 
Qnd of the war, on the sc-a.ling <lown of ranks, he la'joined 
his regiment at Cologne, as a. major, hul was soon appointisl 
an A.A.G. at tlui War Ollifr and went on regularly with the 
study of his profession. 

By 1930, at the age of forty-seven, he was a brigade 
commander in England, spc-eialising in training and 
physical fitness; and tlnas' years later lie was [tromofetl 
major-general. .In 1937 In- was appoint(-d to eommand 1h(‘ 
troops in Palestine, and for a short, time he lield the 
Southern Command in Enghunl, l)eing then knighted and 
created a K.C.B. In the following year iu^ was maci(> 
Commander-in-Chief, Middle East; and wais soon phingf-d 
in a major r61(‘, into the, S(>cond World War. 

During 1940-41 lie fought a seri(\s of largely simul¬ 
taneous campaigns in the Sudan, Erit,rea. Italian Somali¬ 
land, Abyssinia, Libya, (b-eece, Crete, Syria and Irak, of 
varying fortunes, and probably of a diviTsity, imporfance 
and extent unequalled in military liislory; ptilicy was often 
imposed on strategy. In the. winter 1<>40 with altout 
80,000 troops ho made a rapid advanc.e. against a far greater 
Italian force (416,000) along tin* North Africam coast into 
Tripolitania, a welcomes and enceniraging stroke for Die 
Allies at a very low ebb of the war. (hmeral Fuller <;ans 
this one of the most audacious campaigns e.ver fought; “in 
two months, December 1940-Pftbriiary 1941, an army of 
ten divisions was destroyed.” flut Wave.ll wa.s obliged to 
detach divisions to Greece and to the Sudan; tlie Germans 
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arrived in force; and in March, he had to retire on Egypt. 
There was the presage of more danger further East, and in 
the summer of 1941 he changed places with Sir C. 
Auchinleck and became Commander-in-Chief in India: 
while there he had also for a time the administrative control 
of the earlier, part of the Burma campaign and of the 
South-West Pacific theatre of war. He was the first Allied 
general to command a combined force of British and 
American troops; there were few fully trained formations 
left in India. 

In 1943 he was promoted Field-Marshal, and on the 
retirement of Lord Linlithgow he was appointed Viceroy 
of India, and created a viscount. His military responsi¬ 
bilities did not cease, for during this, as during the earlier 
World War, invaluable assistance was given to the British 
Forces by native troops from India, who sufiered over a 
hundred thousand casualties. These had to be fed, as had 
India, now that Siam and Burma were no longer supply 
areas. During all the time of his Viceroyalty the long and 
complicated negotiations on the question of self-govern¬ 
ment continued between the Cabinet in London and the 
Indian Congress, but no agreement acceptable to both 
was arrived at, and tension remained high. The Muslims 
were not as well organised as the Hindus. 

In March 1947, after the war was over. Lord Wavell 
resigned his office. It may be that he did not see’ eye to 
eye with the Home Government on the method and time¬ 
table by which the liquidation of British rule in India was 
to be completed. He was given an earldom; and was 
subsequently appointed to the historic post of Constable 
of the Tower of London. 

He maintains his sporting and literary interests. He 
has had more than a dozen bones broken at difierent times, 
and is the author of several books on military subjects and 
an anthology of light verse. 

Lords Cornwallis, Hastings, Hardinge and Wavell are 
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the only regular soldiers of high rank who have also been 
Governors-General of India. d’hn>e of f heni had previously 
been offered the ('nnunand-in-Ghi(^f in India; bip only 
Lord Wavell held it^. 

Lord Wave.ll aduiifs to a- liking for '"unorthodox 
soldiers, and a leaning to the, unorthodox in war," I hough 
he ascribes to himself “a. lack of (>nter[tris(‘ in si raying from 
the regular path of soldiiuing.'’ His varied e,anipaigns in 
three contimmts have, probably given him more military 
experience, than any c.ommamh'r now living, fake his 
prcdceessors, Lords Halifax and Linlithgcnv, he is a listtmer 
rather than a talker. One of his favourite remarks is 
supposed to be “1 see.” 



Sir 0. BMet/ pinx. 
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EARL MOUNTBATTEN 
April to Avgust 1947 

T ORD LOUIS MOUNTBATTEN, now Earl Mountbatten 
■lA of Burma, was born at Frogmore House, Windsor, 
on 25tb June 1900, the second son of Admiral of the Fleet 
Prince Louis of Battenberg, afterwards first Marquess of 
Milford Haven, by Princess Victoria, daughter of Louis IV, 
Grand Duke of Hesse, and Princess Alice of Great Britain. 
The Battenberg family descend morganatically from an 
earlier Grand Duke of Hesse, and were distinguished for their 
talents and looks. Prince Louis, an extremely able sailor, 
was First Sea Lord at the beginning of the First World 
War, and after it was raised to the peerage, when he 
changed his name to Mountbatten. One of his daughters 
married Prince Andrew of Greece and is mother of the Duke 
of Edinburgh, and the other is Crown Princess of Sweden. 

His second son, Louis, was educated at Osborne, 
Dartmouth, and Christ’s College, Cambridge; and after 
serving in H.M.S. Lion and Queen Elizabeth, Lord Beatty’s 
flagships, and in submarines during the First World War, 
he became Lieutenant R.N. in 1919. Three years later he 
married the Hon. Edwina Ashley, elder daughter of 
Wilfrid, Lord Mount Temple, and granddaughter of Sir 
Ernest Cassol, the well-known financier and friend of 
King Edward VII. He was mechanically-minded and able 
with his hands, and as a speciabst in wireless and signals 
he became a Senior Instructor in the Royal Navy Signal 
School in 1929 and Fleet Wireless Officer in the Medi¬ 
terranean, and Commander R.N. in the following year. He 
was known as a serious and daring officer with new if 
unorthodox views, and was marked out for promotion. 
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After commanding HALS, fhtrhuj Ii(> ,s<'rvc(l for a time 
in the Admiralty Na.v:d Air Division: being ])romote(l 
captain in WM at a very young age for that rank, [n lh<' 
early part of the Si'cond World War he saw a gn>at deal of 
fighting and sliewed miicli dasli and invent ivi> skill. He 
commandefl H.'M.S. /\'c////, whieh was sunk off Crete, and 
the oth Dc.stroyer Flotilla, in 

In 1!)4I h(‘ was inadf' a. D.S.O. and after being [jo.sted 
to H.M.S. JIJ,i(sfn'oi/.s\ the aircraft carrier, li(> turned to 
admini.stration. in MNd he wa.s appointed (’hief ^f 
(V)ml)ined Operations to sncce(d Admiral of the Fleet Sir 
H.f)g(U‘ (later Lord) Key(>s, becoming a menil)er for certain 
purpo.ses of tlu' Chiefs of Staff Committee. (teneral 
Lisonhower speaks of hint at this time as known in 
America for vigour, intelligence and conragm }b‘ was j hen 
given the rank of Acting Vice-Admiral and was also 
made an Honorary Lieutenant-Ceneral and Air \b'ce- 
Marsha.l In this new ea[)acify he was closely coneenicd 
with the (lommandos and Cro.ss Channel raids atid their 
tcclinical inachnK.’.ry. lliis wa.s the .sturf of the aggri'ssivi* 
side of tlie war, and in it he made a nam<‘ for himwdf. 

In lt)4J}, as t.h^^ result of the (Quebec ('onferenee, he was 
appointed Supnune Allicsl Commander of fh(> South-Fast, 
Asia Command. Ib', had his hoa.d<juarfcrs at first at New 
Hclhi, latci at fvandy in ('cylon, and then at, Singapore. 
His forces were made up of all threi^ .services, sea, huifi and 
air, both British and Amfirican. spread ovit Burma, the 
Indian Ocean and the Malay Arciiipclago. lie had to 
work with Oenerals MacArthur and Htiiwell and also with 
the Chinese Army, and was thus largely cone<‘rne<l with 
the successful termination of the campaign in Burma, 
where ho used constantly to visit his t'-roops. ^'I'he opi*ra- 
tional conduct of much of the war against Japan was also 
in his hands, and he was directly responsible to the Com¬ 
bined (chiefs of Staff Committee. After tJie mid of the 
war he was for some months in virtual control of the wlwle 
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of South-East Asia, and as a recognition of his services he 
was raised to the peerage as Viscount Mormtbatten of 
Burma and was later made a Knight of the Garter. 

On the retirement of Lord Wavell early in 1947 Lord 
Mountbatten, who was much in the public eye, was 
appomted Viceroy of India, the first sailor and the last 
Englishman to hold that post. He took with him an 
exceptionally strong staff, including Sir Hastings (now 
Loi'd) Ismay, who had started his military life in India 
and had been Secretary to the Cabinet and Chief o£ 
Sta,fi to Mr Churchill; Sir Eric Mieville, who had been 
Setuetary to the Indian Executive Council and Private 
Secretary to His Majesty the King; and Lord WaveU’s 
1 rivate Secretary, now Sir George Abel. Lord Mount¬ 
batten found himself confronted with the extremely 
diffic-ult task of compressing and shortening the proposed 
time-table for the transfer of power; and under his 
direction the long negotiations between the British Cabinet 
and th(5 Indian Congress were at last ended, a measure, 
thougli not all, of his objects being obtained, as two 
Dominions instead of one were eventually set up. The 
position of the princes, some of whom had acceded to the 
new governments, was not at first greatly altered. 

On the final grant of self-government to India Lord 
Mountbatten in August 1947 handed over power to the 
two Dominions of India (Hindustan) and Pakistan. He 
was then raised to an earldom, and at the special request 
of lEe new Government he temporarily accepted the post 
of Governor-General of the Dominion of India until June 
1948, when he was succeeded by Mr Eajagopalchari, a 
disfunguished high-caste Hindu, Pundit Nehru remaining 
as Prime Minister. 

He had latterly been assisted by the presence of a High 
Commissioner for the United Kingdom, which enabled him 
tn d(‘.vot(i himself exclusively to Indian interests; an,d his 
attitude in this connection was recognised and appreciated. 
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In the short time ho wa-s in In(!i;i h(' aoeomplishod the 
remarkable feat of foiiring all the piaivinces ami most of 
the native. statoK. J^arij Monntbatten, who ha<l already 
worked hard thron.^hout the war in hi.iih posifimis with the 
Order of St dohn of Jerusalem, also [Jayed a prominent 
part throuj 2 ;hout. this p(Tiod. 

On resiguin-i his [)o,sition in India Lord .Mountbatfen, 
who had ixuai a subsfantivf' Rea!’-.\dniiral since I!)4() 
was apiK.inb'd Fhiy Ollic-r in eoinmand of the First 
(Vms(>r S(piadron, thus returnin'! to tin* s(>rviee in which 
his heart was li.'ted. He has now iieen promoted Viee- 
iMbniral. 

Lord i\Iountl)att('n is a. man of y'ood physical sfren<!th 
and health, a.nd can turn his mind in many dire<-fions. Ife 
is a first-class polo player and has written a book on polo 
whicdi is considt'rcd a classic on tlu^ subji'ct,. !{{« eon- 
nection_ with_ the Koyal family, Ids naval ami military 
reputation, his charm and personality, and Ids diplomatic, 
ability and drive have been remarkabh; assets in his suc¬ 
cess; and to his initiative and i^oodwill and to tlu' popular 
Ijady Mountbatten have bcfui largely due the 
comparatively peaceful transhu- of ptnver in Inditi and 
the present solution. 

It is possible that he was not particular!}- anxious to t.ak<‘, 
on an unenviable task and to hee.ome tlu^ final anecessor 
of Warren Hastings, Dalhousie, (fanning and (‘urxon; 
but he adapted himself to the ciKmmstances; and Ids 
determination to succeed, his urbanity, infectious en¬ 
thusiasm and whole-souled devotion to the cause he luul 
in hand have undoubtedly secured him the gratitmJe of 
India mid of His Majesty’s (ioremment. Hjs daring and 
inventive resource may well haws prevented civil war and 
retained India within the Commonwealth. 
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CONCLUSION 

A SUMMARY of comparative facts in the lives of 
the thirty-three Governors-General and Viceroys 
(including Clive, who was only Governor of Bengal) 
may be of interest. From 1774 their designation was 
Governor-General (first of Bengal and later of India). 
From Canning’s time in 1858 the title of Viceroy was 
added (though not in the patent); and that became the 
name commonly used. 

Six of them were Scots, six Irish and the remaining 
twenty-one English. Fourteen were educated at Eton, 
six at Harrow, two at Winchester, two at Westminster and 
one^at Haileybury; fourteen at Oxford, of whom ten were 
at Christ Church; and four at Cambridge. Five or six of 
these might be called scholars of some distinction. Most 
Were sportsmen, a quality of importance in the rdneteenth 
century. Several were masters of hoimds. Twenty-one in¬ 
herited peerages, and fifteen were sons of distinguished men. 

In party politics few of them were extremists; but they 
frequently held views similar to those of the Govern¬ 
ment which appointed them. During the Regency friend¬ 
ship with the Prince of Wales was occasionally an element 
in their choice. Two were closely connected with Pitt 
and two were brothers-in-law of Castlereagh. There was 
one case of father and son holding the office, one of grand¬ 
father and grandson, one of uncle and nephew, and one of 
great-grandfather and great-grandson. Three were sons, 
and one was a brother of a Prime Minister. 

Before their appointment to the Governor-Generalship six 
had been soldiers, five diplomats, three trained governors, 
one a sailor and one a lawyer; only four had been in the 
Indian Civil Service, though ten had previously served in 
India in some capacity: the rest had been working poli- 
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ticians. About a dozuu could be cuIIihI aristocrafs— (hIu- 
cated men of position and connection \vlios(> faniilif's luid 
lived on tlieir own lands for some f^muu-al ions; hut very 
few were rich.; nearly all were serious. ahh‘ an<l diligent, men. 

All but one were married, but otily nineteen hav(' 
now living issue in the direct male line, and in the last 
forty-five years war ha.s decimated their descendants. 
Lytton, Dufferin, Jjansdowne, Minto, llardinge. ('luduis- 
ford and Willingdon lost between them tweh'e sons an<! 
grandsons. 

INearly all tlui V^ic,(*roy.s wcmt. into puhlie hte vounu; 
though to none could Htcmdhars aphorism apply, "Quel 
malheur d’etre rniiiifflre jeuHc." 

1 heir averagii age lor becoming (loyiu’nor-t leneral was 
forty-nine; though oiuy Dalhousie, was oidy thirty-five 
on his appointme,nt, whihi Reading was iii his .sixty- 
first and Wilhngdon in his sixty-fifth y<‘ar when he 
assumed office. Warren nasting.s, Teignmoutii. Widleshyg 
Amherst, Kllenborough, Itipon and liardinge all lived to 
be over eighty. 

Their average tenure of the (fovauaiordfimeralship 
was five and a lialf years; Warren HiiHting.s held it for 
eleven, and the elder Itigin and Jjord .Mount hat t en for uinler 
two years; Cornwallis was twice ai>pointed to tin* post, 
as was Curzon (nominally). Their average leiigtli of lif<* 
was sixty-nine; tfiree died in office. 

Two Presidents of the Board of (.'ontrol, hut no Becrtiiary 
of State for India, liecame (»overnor-C(*uerul or Viceroy; and 
asarulethat office was the last major episode, in theireareers. 
About half were notable apart from their work in India. 

During the interim between the departure from India 
of a Governor-General and the arrival of his succ.eHS(jr---in 
the early days sometimes several m(mtli8--or on the rare 
occasions on which he was given leave of ahsence, tim 
^mor Member of Council or senior Governor of a 
Presidency filled his place. 
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Twenty were made peers or were promoted in the 
peera,ge. Of the rest, Warren Hastings and Lord William 
Bentinckj Lords Ripon^ Lansdowne and Linlithgow, 
who were already marquesses, and the two Lords Minto 
and Elgin received no accession of rank, some at their own, 
wish. The Viceroys were always made Privy Councillors 
and Grand Masters of the Star of India and the Indian 
Empire after the establishment of those orders; but only ' 
sixteen received the higher honours'of the Garter, Thistle 
or St Patrick. 

The Viceroy was always styled Excellency, as were the 
Governors of Presidencies—a title which was later ex¬ 
tended to the Lieutenant-Governors of provinces. 

The Viceroy’s ceremonial dress was that of a first- 
class Cml Servant or of the Grand Master of the Star 
of India; but his normal official attire was usually a 
tall hat and frock-coat, his civihan status being thus 
(impliasised. 

As regards emoluments, these averaged about £20,000 
a y(uir, out of which it was seldom possible to save much; 
tor thougli there were also considerable allowances the 
(;nt(U'tainment expenses were heavy, except when on 
toui‘ and living in camps. Their initial outfit was also 
co.stly. The purchase from his predecessor of horses and 
(jarriages alone, a wasting asset, often cost a Viceroy 
s(!V(jral thousand pounds, paid from his own pocket. 

Jn the very early days, under the Company’s rule, a 
Gov(.irnor-Goneral was no doubt able to make considerable 
financial gains; Clive and Warren Hastings certainly did, 
and even in the 1890’s Lansdowne saved £20,000 in five 
years. In a few cases of hardship some compensation was 
paid on retirement by the Company; but for the last 
ninety years no pension has been given to a retiring 
Vicuu’oy, though he has occasionally been made Lord 
Wardeti of tlie Cinque Ports or Constable of the Tower of 
London, both of which are in effect unpaid posts. 
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The Governor-Generalship of India, has ahvixys hfion 
.regarded as a high recognition of past or presage (»!' future 
merit and rarely a.s a, political nnvard. I'sually oUered 
to the best man a,vailal)le,, it was seldom relusi'd; tti-orgi' 
Canning, the 5th Karl Bpencer. Lord Milner iiiul K.-.M. iSir 
Henry Norman are l)elievcd to lia.ve declined it. It was a 
])ost of such consideration that in tli(‘ Pnitish Lmpire and 
in public <‘.Kteem it rankt'd second only to that of Prime 
Minister. But it had its disadvantages. For an aetiv(>. 
politician or a large, landowner to be abs(‘nt for tiv(‘ vasirs 
from Ikirliament and his estates and out of touch with 
domestic cpiestions of the day at lionn' might- often be a 
hamlicap in later life; and latt<‘rly it beeanu' usual for an 
ex-Viceroy to abstain from [):irty polities and to sit on 
the cross benches in th('. H()u.s(> of Jjonls for at least, a v'ear 
after his return from India., p(‘rha{)s iu order to discard 
some of his autocracy which Bir Herbert Kdwards used to 
say combined the ina^spcmsibility of the (iretit. Mogid with 
the infallibility of the Pojx*. Lord DufTeriu ojiee rimiarkef! 
that twenty-five minutes in Pall .M:ill would take the 
conceit out of any Viceroy. 

The Viceroy, whom Lord Gurzott had called ‘Mliily ti 
transient phtintom iti India, ’ was probabls* the hunlest- 
worked man in the whole tmuntry, for Ids work wjts iU'duouH 
and incessant. Hiulgcd in by hmeers, ehuprasshiH, mact;- 
bearers, aides-de-camp and ])rivate. seertdttritw (his principal 
private secretary, P, B. V., was Hometimes ji vtiry gnait 
power in the land), and surrounded by si ramptirt of 
Civil Servants, he sekiom spoke the vermu-tular; though 
latterly ceremonial was somewhat naiuetHl uml he had 
more contact with Indian society. Papt‘ra, files, Ixoxes, 
interviews and conferences filled the momings; cere¬ 
monies, inspections and visits the afternoonH; ami constant 
entertainments of one sort or another the evenings, 
which were often lengthened by more woi'k far into the 
night. To many the social side was perhaps the most 
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)n('r()us; thoupih tlicir wives played an invaluable part 
iiul also as i lu'. lieads of many beneficent works for Indian 
A'omen. F>nt for family or private life there was little 
duK'.; nor (HHild donu'stic economy easily be regulated. 
rh(‘. ^bcei'oys ba.d also to make long progresses up and down 
(iuj (:oimtr}% sometimes extending to many weeks, and 
paid s])ortiug visits to maliarajahs who provided tigers or 
lessc'r gatue to shoot. 

ld)(‘ir otficial residence was at first Fort William, and 
thou (lovommtmt House, Calcutta, a palace built by Wyatt 
in 1700 for Lord Wellesley, as has already been stated, 
ft was rttplaccd from 1912 by another palace built by Sir 
Edwin Lutyens at New Delhi. In the hot and longer season 
of thc! yo:ir tluiy migrated to the Viceregal Lodge at Simla 
in th('. Lowm- liimtilayas, a cool, charming and quiet home 
wluHX' mor<i w'ork could be done than in the heat of the 
plains. They also had a smaller country house at Barrack- 
pur, near Calcutta, for week-end visits. 

Character, courage and a good record were probably 
1,h(‘. clued factors in their selection. The better known, 
though not necessarily the most distinguished, were those 
who ruhid in the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, 
when miudi was happening in the way of expansion and 
wlum tins Covernor-Gleneral was almost independent, 
laung further removed in communication from the Cabinet 
at home than he was after the advent of the electric tele- 
gra,ph. But thc hand of Whitehall often lay heavily upon 
him. The present writer remembers a Secretary of State 
for India telling him fifty years ago that, despite his 
CouiKul h(>, had far more personal power at the India 
()ffic<i than he ever had at the War Office; while another 
\m'i\ to say that he was always having to make up the 
Viceroy’s mind for him. 

Most of the Viceroys were active and industrious men 
from their youth up. The Scots were perhaps more 
distinguished for their appheation and tenacity, the Irish 
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for their lighter hands and strolo's of genius, in estimat¬ 
ing their relative merits Lord Chrzion placer} Warren 
Hastings and Dalhousir' first, and thrui W'elh'sh'y, Bent inch 
and Canning; and Ik' recalled that- for a quarter of a 
century, from 1884 to 1910, sr'ven successivi* Wceroys \V(>re 
Etonians. 

None of fiu', long liiu'. faile,d in iutogrity. and few in 
ability. According to the stamiards of their times tluqv 
can compan'. advantagr'ously with th(‘ great jiroconsuls of 
the Roman, Russian or (Jhin<>se Empin's. In the words of 
Prince. Bismarck, a. not unfriendly critic. “Were the 
British Empire to disappear, its work in India wouhl 
remain one of its most lasting monuments.” For nine.tv 
years, except for border engageinenf s. no battle was fought 
on Indian soil; and it is worthy of remark that during a 
period of 173 years, from 1774, when Warren Hasting.H t.ook 
office, until 1947, when Lord Mountbatten resigned it, out 
of thirty-two British Coviumor-Cenerals, uutoc.rais ap¬ 
pointed arbitrarily from tlu* othe.r side of the wm-ld to 
rule an alien and largely illiti'rate population, only one 
has been assassinated; while in exaetly the sanu' spa^.*^^ of 
time and from exaetly the same, numlx'r of Presidents of 
the United States of America, freely elecLsd by their own 
civilised compatriots, three havtt fallen by that. fate. Tin* 
“Lord Sahib” was reganhd by rajah and ryot alike as 
the Father of his people; he, filte(l a statifui as «*xalted 
as that of a king and as powerful us that of a diedutor; to 
a quarter of the world’s population !»■ was a remote ami 
venerated god. Yet it may safely be claimed that the 
British rulers of India have never failed to protecd; and 
promote the interests and woll-bfung of the many hundreds 
of millions committed to their charge, and by so doing to 
enhance their own prestige and that of the country which 
gave them birth. 
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list op aoVERNORS-GENEBAL ANB VICEROYS 
OF INDIA 

Governors oe Bengal 
1768-1760 and 1765-1767 Lord Clive 
1772-1774 Warren Hastings. 


Governoes-General 
1774-1785 Warren Hastings. 

1786-1793 Marquess Cornwallis. 

1793-1798 Sir John Shore, Lord Teignmouth. 
1798-1805 Earl of Mornington, Marquess Wellesley. 
1805 (2nd time) Marquess Cornwallis. 

1807-1813 Earl of Minto. 

1814-1823 Earl of Moira, Marquess of Hastings. 
1823-1828 Earl Amherst. 

1828-1835 Lord William Bentinck. 

1835-1842 Earl of Auckland. 

1842-1844 Earl of Ellenhorough. 

1844-1848 Viscount Hardinge. 

1848-1856 Marquess of Dalhousie. 

1856-1858 Earl Canning. 

Governoes-General and Viceroys 
1858-1862 Earl Canning. 

1862- 1863 Earl of Elgin. 

1863- 1869 Lord Lawrence. 

1869-1872 Earl of Mayo. 

1872-1876 Earl of Northbrook. 

1876-1880 Earl of Lytton. 

1880-1884 Marquess of Ripon. 

1884-1888 Marquess of Dufierin. 

1888-1894 Marquess of Lansdowne. 

1894-1899 Earl of Elgin. 

1899-1905 Marquess Curzon. 

1905-1910 Earl of Minto. 

L* 
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1910-1916 jjord Ilardinge of Pt'nshur.st. 

1916-1921 Viscount Cludinsford. 

1921-1926 Ma,r(|uess of {leading. 

1926-1931 Lord Irwin, Karl of Halifax. 

1931-1936 Mar(iii(‘ss of Willingdori. 

1936-1943 Ma,rqtie.ss of Linlitligow. 

1943-1947 Earl Wav<4L 

1947 (April, to August) Ear! Mount halttui. 



Senior Members oe Council or Governors oe Presibencies 
WHO ACTED AS GoVERNORS-GeNERAL DURING INTERIM PERIODS 

During the occasional interim periods between Viceroys or when 
^hey were on leave the Government was administered by the Senior 
Governor of a Presidency or a senior Member of Council. 


1785-1786 Sir John Macpherson. 

1798 Sir Aimed Clarke. 

1805-1807 Sir George Barlow. 

1823 John Adam. 

1828 W. B. Bayley. 

1835 Stt Charles (afterwards Lord) Metcalfe. 

1863 Sir Eobert (afterwards Lord) Napier of Magdala. 

1863 Sir William Denison. 

1872 Sir John Strachey. 

1872 Lord Napier of Merchistoun. 

1904 Lord Ampthill. 

1925-1926 Earl of Lytton. 

1929 Viscount Goschen. 

1934-1936 Hon. Sir George Stanley. 


SOME LEADING EVENTS IN INDIAN HISTORY 


1526 Baber, a Mongol prineeling I'lotu ('l•nfl■al A,'■■•in, invades 
the Punjab. 

1556 Akbar, his grandson, founds ilie Mogul Krnpire. 

1600 Queen Elizabeth granns a (’barter to the East India 
Comjtiiny. 

1639 Port St Gt'orge (iMadra.s) built. 

1661 Bombay ceded to 1‘lngland by Portugal. 

1688 Calcutta (site) boughl by the English. 

1658-1707 Aurungzib, great-gnmdson of Akbar. 

Zenith of Mogul Empire, which, declines; and Southern 
India, Itecomos independent. 

1743 War between French tnui Kngli.sh .seftlenient.s. 

1751 The Afghan.s take t.he Punjid). 

1751 Clive takes Arctot. 


1775 

1779 

1784 

1788 

1791-1793 

1795 

1799 

1803 


Massacre of Englksh in Pdack Hole of Culciittii. 

Clive retake.s Calcutta ami win.s battle of Piu.H.sev. 
Bengal, Behar and {)ri,s.Ha reveiuie.s granted to English. 
Carnatic ceded to Kngli.sli. 

Supremo Court ('.sfablished at ('alcufta by Wamm 
Hastings. 

Benares coded to Engli.sh. 

First Maliratta War. 

Board of Control set u|) by Pitt. 

Warren Hasting,s inipear'ljed. 

Cornwalli.s takes Bangalore; and .set t le.s revenue* in Bengal. 
Warren Hasting.s ucciuiUed. 

Seringapatam taken. 

Second Maliratta War; Sir A. Wellesley wins battle of 
Assaye; the Mogul Emperor becomeH u Britwh 
pensioner. 

Pindari War. 

1st Biurmeso War. 

Suttee (widow burning) di-ckred illegal. 

GMna trade monopoly abandoned. 

Thugs suppressed. 
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1838 

1842 

1843 
1846 
1849 


1852 

1856 


1st Afghan War. 

Eetreat from Kabul; Kabul reoecupied. 

Sir Charles Napier wins battle of Miani and annexes Sind. 
1st Sikb War. Gough wins battle of Sobraon. 

2nd Sikh War; Capture of Mooltan by British; In¬ 
decisive action at Chillianwalla; Gough wins battle 
of Giijerat; Punjab annexed. 

2nd Burmese War; Pegu annexed. 

Oudh annexed. 


1850-1856 Railways, telegraphs, cheap postage, Ganges Canal and 
three universities at Calcutta, Madras and Bombay 
opened in these years by Dalhousie. 

1857 Indian Mutiny (sieges of Delhi, Lucknow, Cawnpore, 
Gwalior). 


1858 

1877 

1878 

1879 

1880 
1886 
1892 
1909 

1911 

1912 

1914-1918 

1917 


1919 


Government of India transferred to the Crown; Governoi- 
General becomes also Viceroy. 

Queen Victoria proclaimed Empress of India at Delhi. 

2nd Afghan War. 

Sir F. Eoberts takes Kabul. 

British defeat at Maiwand; Eoberts relieves Kandahar* 

3rd Burmese War; Annexation of Upper Burma, 

Indian Councils Act. 

Morley-Minto Eeforms. 

Delhi Durbar; Bengal made a Presidency. 

Capital transferred to New Delhi. 

Indian troops take part in First World War. 

His Majesty’s Government’s announcement (Mr Montagu) 
that their policy was ''the increasing association 
of Indians in every branch of administration and 
the gradual development of self-governing insti- 
tutions, with a view to the progressive realisation 
of responsible government in India as an integral 
part of the British Empire.” ■■■■•■ 

Followed by— 

The MoTitagu-C.helmBford Eeport 
and—. 

T})c Government of India Bill, implementing the 
Montagu-Chelmsiord proposals. 
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SOME LEADING EVENTS IN INDIAN IlISTDIiV 


1921 Indian L(\a:iRlatnre and Chainlun’ of rrinr(‘s inaniruraied. 
192S Burma made a Gcmaiior^s provinec. 

1928-1929 Lord Simonas (Jonimission visils India, 

1929 Lord Halifax's statement n‘ga.r(lin,^ Duininion .stains, 
1931-1932 India and, .Eunna. Ilmind Table (Tnfereneps. 

1933 Joint Rtdect Committee of lunh Houses on ('oiisl ifnt iunai 
lieform. 

1935 Governnnmt of India Ad, and tiovernm^-n: of !]unna 
Act. 

1936-1937 First elections for new Iiuban Provifa-ial l,.**;ds!at tires. 
1937 .Enrma scparatf'd from India: fb-uvimaal aiiinnomv 
coiru^s info op^n’iition in halia. 

1939-1945 Second World War, in which Indian troops airain take, 


1940 

part. 

Moslem ].je.ague Itf\sol!it}on adopting 

t lie Pakistan 

1941 

policy. 

Burma ovc'rnm iiy Japan<‘se. 


1942 

Sir Stafford Cripps’ I\lission fo India. 


1944 

Liberation of Burma from Japanese. 


1946 

CaLitud ^Mission to India. 


1947 

Passing of Indian Inflc^pcmdem'f^ Art; d 

Av'o DoiiiinioiiH 


of India and Ihikisfan ca’eateeL ifah August. 
January 1948 Burma leaves (juminonwfailth. 
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